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Abstract

With no exaggeration, Martin Heidegger is one of the most prominent
thinkers of the twentieth century, who critically examines the 2,500-
year history of the West as a manifestation of subjectivism and
technological rationality, and places his efforts on the foundation of
the paradigm of knowledge. The modern wozld collapsed and turned
to ontology. The premise of this paper is based on the principle that if
modern politics is based on the will to power, the gap between subject
and object, and the dominance of technological rationality, Heidegger
intends to break away from politics by turning from epistemology to
ontology. Based on the relationship between master and slavery of the
modern world, and introduce a policy based on ontology, which
ensures the elimination of the gap between subject and object and the
openness of man to himself, the world and the other.

Keywords: Subjectivism, Politics, Modernity, Ontology.

Type of Article: Original Research

Received date: 2021.10.23 Accepted date: 2021.12.30
DOI: 10.22034/jpiut.2021.48595.3022

Journal ISSN (print): 2251-7960 ISSN (online): 2423-4419

Journal Homepage: www. philosophy. tabrizu. ac. it



http://www.philosophy.tabrizu.ac.ir/
mailto:h.roohani@ase.ui.ac.ir
mailto:Seyedjavad@hotmail.com

I ﬂ The Relevance of Meditative Thinking and Politics...
H. Roohani, S. J. Miri

Subjectivism; the theme of modern politics

In modern politics, which is based on the mathematical view of Platonic,
Cartesian, and Kantian rationality, everything irrational and non-
philosophical is rejected from the state's rational realm as the
manifestation of Cartesian subjectivism above everything and everything
and politics becomes the science of gaining state and governmental power.
In other words, in the modern worldview in which man, as the master and
ruler of the world, makes everything the object and object of his
identification, the relationship between ethics and politics is severed.
Politics focuses on power and decision-making and authoritarian
allocation of values. Politics in the modern world is more concerned with
government and the art of managing the possible. Most people,
institutions, and social activities are outside politics and politicking. This
issue is precisely the objective and operational translation of Descartes'
view of the separation between subject and object and the supremacy of
the mathematical and physicalist view of the paradigm of modernity about
man, the wotld, and nature.

The relationship between ontology and politics for Heidegger

According to Heidegger, human beings first experience themselves as
practically dependent on the world. They interact with objects in a variety
of actions and with human intentions. People are dealing with tools such
as hammers and computers pushing them towards their goals. Unlike
Cartesian subjectivism, which is based on theoretical and epistemological
encounters with the world and human beings, in Heidegget's ontology,
the non-theoretical and ontological approach takes precedence over the
theoretical and epistemological approach. In other words, praxis, which
means following, maintaining, supporting, and doing, precedes theoretical
and epistemological cognition. Heidegger wants to remind us that
adopting a theoretical confrontation with the world leads to an approach
whose logical and immediate consequence is to abandon a policy of
hegemony and seize state power. But in Heidegger's ontology, there is no
duality between subject and object: man is defined as being in the world
and being with others, man is open to himself, the world, and the other,
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and meditation politics also means the opening and display of human
beings to each other in a free and equal relationship.

Dasein as a political issue

In Heidegger's meditative politics, Heidegger speaks of "us" instead of me,
a Cartesian thinker. In front of the modern subject and the Socratic and
Platonic theoretical man, Heidegger says of Dasein-based and co-Dasein-
based thinking. The main characteristic of Heidegger's original Dasein, as
opposed to Cartesian and Kantian subjectivism, is the co-Dasein, Sorge,
diligence, or diligence of one Dasein for another. Dasein can be such that
while caring or caring for his true self, he puts his situation in the Sorge of

others. Contrary to modern subject-oriented thinking in which man seeks

to dominate the world and his fellow human beings, in thinking based on
original and co-design, politics is manifested not as a conquest of state
power but as an arena for people to open up and appear to each other.

Conclusion

For Heidegger, politics involves a break with the epistemology and
subjectivism of the modern world and the emergence of ontology as the
Sorge (care) of men for one another and nature and the world. For
Heidegger, a polis or city-state is a place where people appear to each
other, and this appearance to each other ensures free speech and genuine
action. But in modern politics, which is based on the gap between subject
and object and epistemology, politics from the public and social arena,
which includes the original expression and action of free and equal human
beings, and is drawn to the arena of seizing state power and strife between
power and wealth lobbies.
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