@

(UF

Vol. 15/ Issue: 37/ Winter 2021

Adorno's ""Culture Industry' Theory and its Relation to
Contemporary Iranian Music

Golmehr Mahini
M.A. in Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran.
golmehr7 7 7@yahoo.com

Mohammad Raayat Jahromi (corresponding author)
Assistant Professor in Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University,
Qazvin, lran. raayatjahroni@hum.ikin.ac.ir

Abstract

Undoubtedly, the root of Adorno's thinking can be traced to his belief
in the destruction of those philosophical ideas which seek to create
immutable universals in the form of frozen and sound philosophical
systems. The starting point for him, therefore, is not in the same idea,
but in the contradiction or otherwise, which is only in one aspect of
this oneness and not in its complete drowning. That is why the non-
like is highlighted in order to breathe the breeze of freedom from
falling into the vicious circle of absoluteness. In this regard, he defines
the purpose of each work of art in a kind of irreconcilability with the
whole. According to Adorno, this totality in the field of culture and
art, in a pragmatic way, appears more in a phenomenon called the
culture industry; because works of art are caught up in the mechanism
of bureaucratization and assimilation by the commodity-production
economic system, in which the individual subject is diminished. Such
a danger is felt more and more in the cultural products of today's
Iranian society (especially in the field of music), which can be examined
in terms of Adorno's critical theories and the structure of Iranian
classical music.
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1. Introduction

In the theory of the cultural industry, Adorno seems to pursue his very
main concern, the struggle against the general, which this time presents
itself as a dominant subject in a very tangible way in human societies.
Which leads to the destruction of more and more individual works of art
in the field of art, and ultimately, turns them into stereotypes devoid of
thought in the direction of entertainment. It is extremist, and in the
dialectic of the Enlightenment all the achievements of modernity have
been reduced to instrumental rationality. Adorno shows his power.
Basically, Adorno expresses his philosophical theories in the midst of his
critiques. In explaining the philosophical roots of the theory of the culture
industry, he examines two issues: 1. Deviation in the structure of the
Enlightenment, which has led to the creation of instrumental reason and
the phenomenon of the culture industry. 2. Hegel's idealistic thought,
which in Adorno's view ultimately means the domination of the general
and the neglect of the particular, which, in fact, constitutes the core of a
phenomenon such as the culture industry. On the other hand, it is the
analysis of how subjectivity dominates and the disappearance of partial
objects and offers specific definitions of the relationship between subject
and object that can itself be used as a solution to not getting caught up in
what is called the dominant subject in cultural industry theory. Can be
considered since the danger of the dominant and identifying subject raised
in the theory of the cultural industry is felt more and more in the thought
and practice of Iranian classical music today, so that we see the production
of many works with the aim of satisfying greater and unprofitable
economic profitability. We are a special idea, this research seeks to find
signs in this regard and adapt it to this theory, according to the structure

of Iranian music.
2. Method

The method of this paper is texts collection in library method and
examines them on the basis of comparative or critical approach.
Accordingly, this paper based on abstract and concrete approach.
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3. Finding and Conclusion

As a result of the dominance of the culture industry, independence,
pluralism and individuality become a single thing that originates from one
source (subject). In fact, the industry of culture crushes the whole and the
parts alike, and then again creates a false identity of the partial and the
general parts that are similar to each other. Therefore, the mission of true
art in breaking this false totality is defined, and this, in Adorno's view,
depends on constant thinking in works of art, regardless of the time of
their creation, because works of art are like a riddle that the deeper we
look at them, the more mysterious their character. And what completely
gives in to understanding can no longer be called art; because art is always
alien to the world and one who understands it is somewhat aware of this
alienation. It is on this basis that Adorno attacks positivism and idealism.
For Adorno, meanwhile, the art of music reflects social contradictions
and, in essence, introduces nothing outside of itself. But the kind of music
provided by the culture industry, called market music, violates this
principle and diverts the audience's attention to usually simple concepts
outside the nature of music that provide the masses with uniformity. Has
been Today, in the prevailing atmosphere of Iranian music, one can see
traces of what Adorno presents in the culture industry, that is, the
unification of the market process with the cover of modernity and variety
of styles. This is the framework that surrounds the art of music, and in the
meantime, in order to maintain a sense of individuality in this process of
consuming music, and this standardization, music is tolerable for the
audience, it shows itself virtually that this The same seemingly free choice
in the mass cultural market and based on the same form of general rule.
However, in general, this research sought to examine the feasibility of
how, through art, and music in particular, with a pathological perspective,
one might think of embodying as many philosophical concepts as possible
and using them in order to eliminate pragmatic flaws. Benefited in any
field? It also specifically pursued the important issue of how and with what
characteristics the Adorno culture industry adapts to contemporary
Iranian music.
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