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Interaction and Confrontation of Influential Local Families
and Tribes and Nomads of Kurdish Regions with the Central
Government (1299-1310)

Motaleb Motalebi?

Abstract

Power in the Kurdish regions has historically existed between several centers, including; Tribes and
nomads, Khans, hereditary governors, etc. In the post-constitutional period and the First World
War, the dispersal of power and the emergence of new claimants expanded in an unprecedented
way, and the influence of the central government was minimized. With the rise of Reza Khan
and the establishment of government and military power, efforts to expand central authority
and to suppress traditional centers of power, including in Kurdish areas, became a priority.
Relations between central government forces and centers of power in Kurdish areas ranged from
accompaniment and compromise to military confrontation. This research intends to investigate
how the centers of power in these areas interact with the central government in the study period
using a descriptive-analytical method and using unpublished archival documents and the press,
and seeks to answer as what the work of structural transformation of power in the Kurdish
regions was? The research results show: The centers of local power at this time were embroiled in
traditional strife, although some of them for some time were able to pique the central government;
not only did they not pose a serious threat to the newly established Pahlavi government, but it was
the government which took advantage of the rivalries and disputes of traditional rulers and rulers
to eliminate them one after another.

Keywords: central government, Kurdish regions, Reza Shah, Centers of power.
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