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Priestly Lineage of the Sasanids
Shahram Jalilian®

Abstract

Reviewing the narration of Muhammad ibn Jarir Tabari (died: 310 AH) on Sasan, the ancestor of
the Sasanians and his connection with the fire temple of the goddess Anahita in Pars Istakhr and
comparing this report with the Zoroastrian legal knowledge of the Sasanian period, Pedram Jam
in a new study titled “Were Sasanians of Priestly Lineage?” concludes that Sasan was “the Lord of
Fire” and did not have a religious position in this temple. He also compares the Agathias’ report,
a Byzantine historian, on the lineage and family background of Ardasir son of Babak (224-240
AD), the founder of the Sasanian Empire, with other historical sources and believes that Agathias’
account has nothing to do with the priestly lineage of Ardasir and his family. Thus, Jam assumes
the view of Iranian and non-lranian scholars on the priestly descent of the Sasanians and that
according to Tabari, they considered Sasan as a “mobed”, “hérbed” or “guardian of the fire temple
of Anahita” in Istkhar, Pars or that according to Agathias, they regarded Ardasir as a clergy man,
to be misinterpretations of the Tabari’s and Agathias’ narrations and he considers the ancestors
of Ardasir as local aristocrats of Pars province. Nevertheless, | believe that Jam’s perceptions and
conclusions are incorrect and Sasanians were indeed of priestly lineage. Analyzing the reports
of Tabari and Agathias and also the views of some Iranian and non-lranian scholars about the
Sasanian descent and the identity and the status of Sasan and Babak and their connection with
the Anahita fire temple in Istakhr, Pars, this study criticizes the recent view and approach of Jam
on the aristocratic origin of Sasanians and non-priestly lineage of them.

Keywords: Sasan, Anahita Fire Temple, Ardasir son of Babak, Sasanids lineage.
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3. Sésin war Vorsteher eines Feuertempels in Istachr, genannt “der Feuertempel der Anahodh.”
4. Th. Noldeke, Geschichte der Perser und Araber zur Zeit Sasaniden (Leiden, 1879), p. 4.
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7. Sasan was the custodian of the fire temple of Istakhr called that of Anahidh.

8. M. J. al-Tabar, The History of al-Tabari (Ta'rikh al-rusul wa’l-muldk), The Sasanids, the Byzantines, the
Lakmids, and Yemen, Translated and annotated by C. E. Bosworth, vol. V (State University of New York Press,
1999), pp. 4-5,
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1. Agathias, The Histories, translated by Joseph D. Frendo (Berlin/New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1975), pp. 60-
61; Cameron, pp. 86-89.
2. Chaumont, “Le culte d’Anahita a Sraxr et les permiers Sassanides,” pp. 167-168.
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3. Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae, Bonn, 1828-78, pp. 440, 11-441, 2 (pp. 677, 11-678, 7); M. H.

Dodgeon and S. N. C. Lieu, The Roman Eastern Frontier and the Persian Wars AD 226-363, A Documentary
History (London and New York, 1991), pp. 8-9.
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1. Aghathangetos, History of the Armenians, translation and commentary by R. W. Thomson (Albany: State
University of New York Press, 1976), pp. 34-35.
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Chaumont, “Anahid, iii. The cult and its diffusion,” vol. 1, p. 1008.
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