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Abstract

The Inallus are among the Turk tribes that have played a special role in Mamalik government of
Syria. After joining the Safavids, one of Shamloo Ghezelbashs and then his descendants became the
governor(s) and the political elite(s) of Chadegan Region until the Pahlavi period. Local military
forces had many economic and cultural activities, such as holding mourning ceremonies in the first
decade of Muharram. The important question addressed in the present article was "what role the
Inallus played in launching and continuing Ghameh Zani ceremony in Chadegan City in the current
period and the period of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi®. This was compared and analyzed with the
information presented in the travelogues for tourists in the Safavid period to investigate the history of
Ghameh Zani. The research findings indicated that Ghameh Zani in Chadegan City in the
contemporary period was very similar to that of the Safavid period. The more we got back to the
previous periods, the more prominent the role of the Inallus in holding this ceremony was observed.
Continuation of the four-hundred-year rule of the Inallus in Chadegan led to continuation of Ghameh
Zani in this city. The centrality of the Inallus was holding this ceremony from the Safavid period,
opening a window to the dark background of Ghameh Zani in the records and origins of the
Ghezelbashs before entering Iran.

Introduction

Holding mourning ceremonies for Imam Hussein (AS) secretly in basements in the form of “Rozeh
Khani” and “Nouheh Khani” was common before the Safavid period, except for some periods like
Ale-Buyeh period in the 4™ century. However, with the formation of the Shiite Safavid state, such
ceremonies as Ghameh Zani became popular in Iran and continued until the contemporary period.
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Since the Qajar period and especially after the constitutional revolution, it became one of the social
challenges of Iran with the establishment of media relations with the world. However, different
groups, such as the clergy, took different approaches to defend religion, especially in opposition to the
Ghameh Zani (Akbarnejad, 2006: 196-230).

There is some talk about whether Ghameh Zani has been originated from Iran or it has arrived in
Iran from other places, but it is not based on historical documents and is more of speculation. Many
people, who agree or disagree with Ghameh Zani, have said things that are usually more intended from
the perspective of jurisprudence regardless of considering its background, while knowing the origin of
a social phenomenon and event is the necessary condition for its verification. Undoubtedly, the roots
of Ghameh Zani, like any other social phenomena, can be achieved if the research is based on
documents and the study of a specific target community. Therefore, following research studies on this
subject, Ghameh Zani in the city of Chadegan — one of the cities of Isfahan province — was assessed.
This case study seemed to be effective in clarifying the dimensions of part of this important issue.

So far, no research has been done on the history of Ghameh Zani in the city of Chadegan and the
reason for its continuation. The only researches and writings in this field are the book of "Tahavolat-e
Shahrestan-e Chadegan dar Baster-e Tarikh" (Abdollahi, 2011) and a manuscript entitled "Tarikh-e
Tayefei-e Inallu™ (Mofakham Inallu, manuscript) by Abdolhosein Sepanta and Kavous Mofakham
Inallu. It is preserved in the archives of the Inallu family’s documents, in which there is no mentioning
of mourning ceremonies and Ghameh Zani. Therefore, this article as new research sought to prove the
hypothesis that Ghameh Zani entered Chadegan by the Inallu Ghezelbashs and continued with their
support in this city. In this regard, the authors took a brief look at the intellectual context of the Inallus
before entering Iran, while understanding the conditions governing the growth of this ceremony and
comparing its holding in the current period with that of the Safavid period, thus intending to provide
new data on the history of mourning in Iran.

Materials & Methods

This research was based on a historical research method and library collections and documents.
Also, due to the lack of sufficient resources, we relied on a dynamic set of field methods (observation,
participation, interview), presented images of the current Ashura night ceremony, described the
ceremony during the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi (1320-1357 SH/1941-1978 AD), and
then adapted them with the Ghameh Zani quoted as travelogues in the Safavid period.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

Ghameh Zani is one of the violent mourning ceremonies that has caused many reactions among the
proponents and opponents of Islam, but little attention has been paid to its history. In this article,
Ghameh Zani in the city of Chadegan and its history as a living local example with the pivotal role of
the. Inallus,. was.analyzed.and traced..It.seemed. that.the. history and experience.of.the Inallus’.ruling
dynasty in the Levant as their intellectual, political, and military supports for ruling Chadegan Region
had led to the establishment of local governance in such a way that the some Safavid and post-Safavid
kings’ anti-Ghezelbash relocations and policies until the Pahlavi period did not hinder continuation of
their ruling power. This continuity in the local government provided a platform for some of their
religious beliefs to be transferred to the contemporary period without interruption.

The Inallus were also familiar with the mourning and Ghameh Zani of Shiites in the Levant,
especially in Aleppo. In this regard, despite the existence of historical sources and documents about
Ghameh Zani in the Levant, it could be suggested that the Shamloo Inallus were familiar Ghameh
Zani before coming to Iran and used to hold large-scale ceremonies in Aleppo on the day of Ashura. In
particular, regarding their religious background, which was influenced by shamanism and determinism
of the eastern parts of the Islamic world, and the fact that they used to mourn for the deaths of their
heroes by shedding bloody tears for a long time in the past, in the mourning for Hussein bin Ali (AS)
in their style in the Shiite world was in line with their culture. Therefore, upon entering Chadegan
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City, the Inallus brought with them some of their ancient customs, such as Ghameh Zani, which they
maintained during their rule in this region This style of Ghameh Zani with mourning ceremonies
continued from the Safavid period to the present time was so similar to the Sword-Dance ceremony
held by the Safavid Ghezelbashs on the night of Ashura. They turned around their molten swords,
while making a loud and harsh voice by saying "Hussein, Shah Hussein". As we went back in time, the
roles of the Inallu Khans in the centrality of this ceremony became more evident.
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