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ABSTRACT

Fairness in assessment can be one of the important goals in the field of language
teaching and assessment. Assessment experts acknowledge the relationship between
validity and fairness. Some believe that validity itself is part of fairness. On the other
hand, some believe that achieving fairness is in fact the achieving a test validity. The
Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) has developed a system of
descriptors to achieve educational equality and assessment of learning. The purpose of
this research is to validate a test consisting of 25 items based on CEFR descriptors. In
order to obtain the necessary information to determine the validity of the test, 150
male and female participants answered multiple-choice questions. Then, the datawere
analyzed to determine the differential functioning of each item (DIF) by item response
theory (IRT). In addition, a 75-item questionnaire was used to separate groups of
participants based on theirinterests and goals. The results showed that in addition to
the usual criteria for categorizing participants, including gender and linguistic and
cultural background, personal interests and goals can be considered. It also became
clear that these criteria could be used fordetermining test validity.
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Iltem Name | Person | DIF Person | DIF DIF Rasch-Welch
Number Class Measure | Class Measure | Contrast

t df prob.
4 N4 1 -.86 2 -1.48 .62 1.57 | 119 |.1183
8 N8 1 -1.46 2 -.86 -.61 -1.50 | 106 | .1356
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10 N10 .80 2 2.12 -1.32 -2.74 | 144 | .0070
16 N16 3.42 2 2.75 .67 .78 95 4372
18 N18 2.17 2 1.48 .68 1.26 | 101 |.2106
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Item Name | Person | DIF Person | DIF DIF Rasch-Welch
Number Class Measure | Class Measure | Contrast

t df prob.
3 N3 1 -1.91 2 -2.57 .67 1.43 147 | .1538
16 N16 1 4,17 2 2.52 1.65 1.50 | 88 .1367
21 N21 1 2.24 2 3.19 -.95 -1.37 | 146 | .1729
22 N22 1 2.70 2 1.93 77 1.21 118 |.2279
25 N25 1 1.37 2 2.20 -.83 -1.63 | 147 | .1050
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Item Name | Person | DIF Person | DIF DIF Rasch-Welch

Number Class Measure | Class Measure | Contrast n aF Prob.
3 N3 1 -1.96 2 -2.66 .69 1.42 | 129 |.1579
12 N12 1 12 2 72 -.60 -1.56 | 140 | .1206
13 N13 1 1.39 2 72 .67 1.59 | 147 |.1148
17 N17 1 .38 2 .98 -.60 -1.51 | 138 | .1340
19 N19 1 1.04 2 1.76 -72 -1.54 | 131 | .1269
20 N20 1 2.35 2 1.08 1.27 2.51 | 144 |.0133

}NV‘NYLSL‘!V':'.’.T}Y °}J§C"’4"Y. }\V(Vdurﬁ;ﬂ

s uer)fci.}M.\q

128

TET 03 TTT 3fed ‘220z Bulds ‘T J8quinN ‘2T SWNJOA ‘HOHYYIASIE IOVNONY 1 NDIFHOL 40 TYNINOr



VA B womis S F) Sl o) ayled Y 6,0 (b laOL) s SLE0L) sla ek

International Journal of Languages’ Education
and Teaching. Volume 5, Issue 3, p. 12-36

Bachman, L. F. (2003). Constructing an
assessment use argument and supporting claims
about test taker-assessment task interactions in
evidence-centered assessment design.
MEASUREMENT-LAWRENCE ERLBAUM
ASSOCIATES-, 1, 63-65.

Bachman, L. F. (2005). Building and supporting
a case for test use. Language Assessment
Quarterly,2,1-34.

Bachman, L. F., & Palmer, A. S. (1996).
Language testing in practice. Oxford, England:
Oxford University Press.

Bordbar, S. (2020). Differential Item
Functioning of University Entrance Exam:
Using Rasch Analysis. Foreign Language
Research  Journal, 10(1), 37-55. doi:
10.22059/jfIr.2019.278170.611

Council of Europe. (2001). Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages.
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

Cummins, A. (2012). Validation of language
assessments. The encyclopedia of applied
linguistics.

Davies, A., Brown, A., Elder, C., Hil, K.,
Lumley, T., & McNamara, T. (1999).
Dictionary of language testing. Cambridge,
England:  UCLES/Cambridge  University
Press.

Davis, A. (2013). Fifty Years of Language
Assessments. In The Companion to
Language Assessment, A. J. Kunnan (Ed).
doi:10.1002/9781118411360.whclal27

Dornyei, Z., & Taguchi, T. (2009).
Questionnaires in second language research:
Construction, administration, and processing.
Routledge.

Domna, A., & Zafiri, M. (2018). A Case Study
of Two Groups of Al Level Students in English.
Education and Linguistic Research.

Elatia, S. (2011). Choosing language
competence  descriptors  for language
assessment: validity and fairness issues.
Synergies Europe, 6, 165-175.

SoSam 5 o ¥

g 5w Ol ps S Jal s L Lol o ie
S g0 53 Sy 52 sl ol L sls oy L g e
UV PR Ty I O P PYRUF FYeS 5 PV NP
iy a5 Sl gl 0e3l [ Ss Sl el Jlw
woey oz a5l ply e O 5 Oley o3 Aledss
2 b 0l sy GBS 5 G Sl ol
ol odd iy m OL S aen (gl 0 | 5 das e 5l 3 L

s el g o 0L S

O 53 oS el il (golitla oLl 3,08 JYazl
eV alsd ol aslis LB 5 ne osroler 5o Laesls
G w0 U303l olsy Olgee il Lasie ¢l o |y
S 1y bl Slawl=s sl Bl comler ool s
sl sesls Gl o o Sl el ey A5 D) son

sl s g s a cile Lyl 5l 1 05Y aS

3B LS o patin pol Gl Glresls (riomen
a5 b el 1 0] S slaenl 3l
a Lol el (60,0 s el o3 oS il
e Gldal 5 Gsesl s OBaSES b ol Ll Ll
35S nd piisd 51 3 5 olesl 55 5 0LT

Bl A

Alderson, J.C., (2007). The CEFR and the Need
for More Research The Modern Language
Journal, 91(4), pp. 659-663.

Ali, Z. M., Ali, F., Radzuan, N. M., Alwi, N. N.
M., Abu, N. L., & Kassim, Z. (2018).
Contextualising the CEFR: the Universiti
Malaysia Pahang English language proficiency
writing test. In 11th Annual International
Conference of Education, Research and
Innovation (ICERI 2018) (pp. 4892-4902).

Arrighi, J. T., & Piccoli, L. (2018). SWISSCIT
Index on Citizenship Law in Swiss Cantons:
Conceptualisation, Measurement, Aggregation.
Université de Neuchatel.

Arsalan, A. & Ozeinci, S. (2017) A CEFR-based
Curriculum Design for Tertiary Education Level

Y4



Linacre, J. M. (2019). Winsteps|Computer
program]. Chicago, IL: Winsteps.com.

Litte, D. (2014). Learning, teaching,
assessment:  An  exploration  of  their
interdependence in  the CEFR. In5th
international conference on teaching English as
a foreign language assessment in ELT:
Opportunities and challenges, FCSH, Lisbon
new university, Portugal (pp. 21-22).

Lundell, F., Lindgvist, C., & Edmonds, A.
(2018). Productive Collocation Knowledge at
Advanced CEFR Levels: Evidence from the
Development of a Test for Advanced L2 French.
Canadian Modern Language Review, 74(4),
627-649.

Martyniuk, W. (Ed.). (2010). Aligning Tests with
the CEFR: Reflections on Using the Council of
Europe's Draft Manual (Vol. 33). Cambridge
University Press.

Megyesi, B., Granstedt, L., Johansson, S.,
Prentice, J., Rosén, D., Schenstrom, C. J., ... &
Volodina, E. (2018, November). Learner Corpus
Anonymization in the Age of GDPR: Insights
from the Creation of a Learner Corpus of
Swedish. In Proceedings of the 7th Workshop on
NLP for Computer Assisted Language Learning
(NLP4CALL 2018) at SLTC, Stockholm, 7th
November 2018 (No. 152, pp. 47-56). Linkdping
University Electronic Press.

McNamara, T. (2005). 21st century shibboleth:
Language tests, identity and intergroup conflict.
Language Policy, 4(4), 351-
370.https://doi.org/10.1007/s10993-005-2886-0

McNamara, T., & Ryan, K. (2011). Fairness
versus justice in language testing: The place of
English literacy in the Australian Citizenship
Test. Language Assessment Quarterly, 8(2),
161-178.

Messick, S. (1989). Validity. In R. L. Linn (Ed.),
Educational measurement (3rd ed., pp. 13-103).

New York: American Council on Education and
Macmillan.

Nagai, N., & O’Dwyer, F. (2011). The actual
and potential impacts of the CEFR on language
education in Japan. Synergies Europe, 6, 141-
152,

Negishi, M., Tono, Y., & Fujita, Y. (2012). A
validation study of the CEFR levels of phrasal

130

Fulcher, G., & Davidson, F. (Eds.). (2013). The
Routledge handbook of language testing.
Routledge.

Guerra, L., Gongalves, O., Fisne, F. N., &
Gungor, M. N. (2018). A CEFR-based
comparison of ELT curriculum and course
books used in Turkish and Portuguese primary
schools.

HUANG, T., & JIA, G. (2012). The feasibility
study of linking language test to the CEFR—
Taking College English Testasan example [J].
Foreign Language Testing and Teaching, 1, 007.

Kane, M. (1992). An argument-based approach
to validity. Psychological Bulletin, 112, 527-35.

Karami, M., Jafarigohar, M., Tajeddin, Z., &
Rouhi, A. (2018). Input-induced Variation in
EFL Learners’ Oral Production in Terms of
Complexity, Accuracy, and Fluency. Iranian
Journal of English for Academic Purposes, 6(2),
70-85.

Karimi, F., Chalak, A., & Biria, R. (2019).
Pedagogical Utility of Pre-Listening Activities
for Improving Iranian Elementary EFL
Learners’ Listening Comprehension.
International Journal of Instruction, 12(1),
1127-1140.

Kunnan, A. (2000). Fairness and justice for all.
In A. J. Kunnan (Ed.), Fairness and validation in
language assessment, Vol. 9, Studies in
language testing (pp. 1-14). Cambridge, UK:
UCLES/CUP.

Kunnan, A. (2004). Test fairness. In M.
Milanovic & C. Weir (Eds.), European
language testing in a global context (pp. 27-48).
Cambridge, England: UCLES/Cambridge
University Press.

Kunnan, A. (2008). Towards a model of test
evaluation: Using the test fairness and test
context frameworks. In L. Taylor & C. Weir
(Eds.), Multilingualism and assessment (pp.
229-51). Cambridge, England:
UCLES/Cambridge University Press.

Le, H. T. T. (2018). Impacts of the CEFR-
Aligned learning outcomes implementation on
assessment practice. Hue University Journal of
Science: Social Sciences and Humanities,
127(6B), 87-99.

TET 03 TTT 3fed ‘220z Bulds ‘T J8quinN ‘2T SWNJOA ‘HOHYYIASIE IOVNONY 1 NDIFHOL 40 TYNINOr



WA BN ami 5EAFY Sle O olad Y 6,08 (a5 0L s Ll sla ags

Language testing and assessment (2nd ed., pp.
177-96). New York, NY: Springer.

Xi, X. (2010). How do we go about investigating
test fairness? Language Testing, 27, 147-170

verbs in the English Vocabulary Profile. English
ProCle Journal, 3 e3
doi:10.1017/S2041536212000037

Nematzadeh, A. (2018). Construct Irrelevant
Factors and Test Validity: Investigating the
Relationship among Gender, Age, Mother
Tongue, Field of Study and TOEFL IBT ®
Results. Foreign Language Research Journal,
8(1), 139-166. doi:
10.22059/jflr.2018.242996.405

Peachy, W. S. (2012). sen, Y.(2012). The
Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR) and English Language
Teaching in Higher Education in Turkey. In
International Higher Education Symposium.

Piccardo, E. (2012). Multidimensionality of
assessment in the Common European
Framework of References for Languages
(CEFR). Les Cahiers de 'ILOB/OLBI Working
Papers, 4, 37-54.

Pérez de la Calle, S. (2018). The use of
advertisement as didactic resource in the foreign
language classroom according to sociocultural,
linguistic, sociolinguistic and pragmatic aspects.

Razavipour, K. (2019). Philosophy of Research
in Language Testing: Investigating Papers
Published in Iranian, Peer-reviewed, Domestic
Journals from 2008 to 2018. Foreign Language
Research  Journal, 9(3), 831-860. doi:
10.22059/jflr.2019.262709.535

Shakirova, D. S., Zamaletdinov, R. R., &
Ashrapova, A. K. (2018). The Impact of the Cefr
in Testing Tatar as a Foreign Language (A2
Level). The Journal of Social Sciences Research,
4, 36-39.

Shaw, S., & Imam, H. (2013). Assessment of
international students through the medium of
English: Ensuring validity and fairness in
content-based examinations. Language
Assessment Quarterly, 10(4), 452-475.

Toulmin, S. E. (2003). The uses of argument.
Cambridge university press.

Wu, J. R, & Wu, R. Y. (2007). Using the CEFR
in  Taiwan: The perspective of a local
examination board. The Language Training and
Testing Center Annual Report, 56, 1-20.

Xi, X. (2008). Methods of test validation. In E.
Shohamy & N. H. Hornberger (Eds.),
Encyclopediaof language and education. Vol. 7:

AAn



