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Original Article
Abstract Lok

In the early Qajar period, a number of prominent religious figures for
different motives traveled to India, which was then under British colonial
rule. With the presence of the colonizers, the prevalence in manifestations of
modern Western civilization in India had made this country one of the
important gateways for Iranians to get acquainted with the new Europe. Mir
Abdul Latif Shoushtari and Agha Ahmad Behbahani were two clerics who,
through their presence in India and their contact with the British, wrote down
their seen and heard in the form of two travelogues called Tohfat al-Alam
and Mer’at al-ahwal Jahan-Nama have also taken a stand on these
developments. The present study using the method of content analysis, tries
to investigate how the new aspects of Western civilization and the opinions
of the authors of these two travelogues about the mentioned developments
are reflected in the books "Tohfat" and "Mer’at". The findings show that
Shoushtari and Behbahani have provided valuable information about
scientific developments and political and social developments in European
countries and have praised these developments in various cases. Meantime,
Behbahani has tried in various ways to persuade the Qajar rulers to take on
the positive aspects of Western civilization.
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