Research on Educational Sport Volume 9, No 25,2022, Page 43 - 64

Research Paper

Civil liability of Sports Clubs During the Covid 19 Virus
Pandemic
F.Naderian', A.Khatibi’, S. Heydari nejad®

1. PhD Student of Sport Management, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran

2. Assistant Professor of Sport Management, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran
(Corresponding Author)

3. Professor of Sport Management, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran

Received:2021/04/27 Accepted:2021/08/15

Abstract

Civil liability is one of the important legal issues that in addition to the injured party and the person
causing the damage, also has a special function and importance from the society’s point of view. The
aim of this study was to investigate the civil liability of sports clubs during the Covid 19 virus epidemic.
This research was conducted qualitatively using content analysis method. The statistical population of
the study were Law and sports law experts, sports management professor’s familiar with sports law
topics, Official experts of the judiciary in sports incidents, and coaches and club officials. Sampling
was done purposefully and theoretically. The data collection tool was an in-depth semi-structured
interview. In this research, the researcher reached theoretical saturation after 9 interviews, but 3 more
interviews were conducted to increase the reliability. MAXQDA software version 10 was used for data
analysis. The findings indicated that the civil liability of sports clubs during the covid 19 virus epidemic
included adherence to safety and health requirements and deterrent measures, which worked well in the
first two cases, but in relation to preventive action, no specific activity has been performed. Given the
findings of the research and the fact that not taking preventive activities can have legal consequences
for clubs, provide the necessary knowledge and training in this area and the responsibilities that may be
for coaches and club officials, seems necessary to create.
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Extended Abstract

Background and purpose

Civil liability of sports clubs as one of the legal entities the subject of sports law is a
very important issue that despite its great importance, no significant studies have been
conducted in this field. Civil liability is divided into contractual and non-contractual.
Contractual liability is in cases where there is between two or more contractors and
the other party is harmed. Non-contractual civil liability is also liability for breach of
a duty prescribed by law (1). It seems that the civil liability of the clubs is mostly non-
contractual. Because there is no contract between the clubs and its officials with the clients
to compensate in case of damage to the clients of the club. Recently, the widespread
spread of the coronavirus in worldwide has doubled these responsibilities. Therefore, the
aim of this study was to investigate the civil liability of sports clubs during the Covid 19

virus epidemic.

Materials and Methods

The present study is applied in terms of purpose, which was conducted qualitatively and
using in-depth and semi-structured interviews with experts. Content analysis method
was used to analyze the data. Content analysis is a process for analyzing qualitative data
and allows the researcher to search for and interpret the explicit and implicit contents
of the data (2). Research participants included sports law experts, sports management
professor’s familiar with sports law, official experts in sports events justice, managers,
officials and coaches of sports clubs, which were selected purposefully and theoretically.
The data collection tool was a semi-structured interview. It was coded and recorded
immediately after each interview. In this study, the researcher reached theoretical
saturation after nine interviews, but to increase the reliability, three more interviews were
conducted and analyzed. Max QDA version 10 software was used to encode the data. This
research, which is formed using content analysis method, includes the following steps:
first step: familiarising yourself with your data, second step: generating initial codes,
third step : searching for themes, fourth step: reviewing themes and fifth step : defining
and naming themes (3).

Results

The aim of this study was to investigate the actions of sports clubs to reduce civil liability
due to the outbreak of coronavirus. According to the results of the interviews, the civil
liability of sports clubs during the outbreak of Covid 19 includes : the obligation to observe
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safety tips, the obligation to observe health tips and preventive measures. In contrast, the
measures taken by sports clubs to reduce responsibility during this period have included :
changes in the way of doing work, more attention to health points, social distancing and
the use of new methods. Figure 1 shows the conceptual model of the research based on the
output of Max QDA software.

Figure 1- The conceptual model of the research based on the output of Max QDA software

Discution

Reflecting on the actions taken by sports clubs, it can be seen that due to the need to pay
close attention to health tips in this period, all actions taken by clubs in this period have
been to observe health tips. But the point that is less considered by the coaches and officials
of'the club is to prevent people from entering the clubs with sick or suspicious symptoms.
In the meantime, the role of individuals, especially public places officials such as sports
clubs, in preventing the spread of the Covid 19 virus is very significant, so that in addition
to Observance of personal hygiene and the health of the club environment, they must take
all necessary measures to prevent the contamination of athletes, Otherwise, they have
a responsibility and will be obliged to compensate the damage caused to individuals.
Therefore, it is recommended that the General Departments of Sports and Youth at the
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provincial level officially notify to sports clubs about the rules and regulations related to
civil liability and have closely monitor to implementation of health protocols in sports
clubs.
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