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Abstract

Spiritual and ethical spirit in sport is manifested in university and considered as a sport
ethical symbol in society. The aim of this applied (purpose), combined (gathering data)
and analytical-exploratory (data analysis) study was to identify and explain the factors
affecting the development of ethics in academic sport to promote ethical values in the
sports community of the country. The statistical sample of the study in the qualitative
section consisted of 25 experts in sport ethics, and in the quantitative section included 327
sports experts from the national collegiate athletic association, federations, and the
Ministry of Sports. The required data were collected using a researcher-made
questionnaire obtained from the qualitative section of the research and experts' opinions.
The data were analyzed through descriptive and inferential statistical methods. By using
the semi-structured interview method and the content analysis technique, the components
and indicators affecting the development of ethics in academic sports were identified via
the exploratory factor analysis test. These factors included individual-behavioral,
contextual, organizational, and extra-organizational ones. Moreover, the findings showed
that the factors affecting the development of ethics in academic sports influence the
promotion of ethical values in the sports community of the country. Based on the results
of the ongoing study it has been concluded that the ethical values of academic sport can
be improved by ethical, educational, managerial, and research strategies.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Ethics is a science that improves the relations of humans with each other and can
teach how to live and become prosperous. One of the sports abilities is that it is a
place for fostering a combination of ethical virtues that along with it contributes
to the health of an individual (1). Sport in universities with a long history has an
important role in the education of students and a significant factor in the
development of ethical behavior in athlete and non-athlete students. Developing
ethical behavior in academic students generally and specifically in student-
athletes can affect the improvement of their behavior in professional sport. The
purpose of this study was to identify, explain, prioritize and determine the relative
importance of these factors affecting the development of ethics in academic sport
to promote ethical values in the sports community of the country.

Methods and Material

The aim of this applied (purpose wise), combined (in terms of gathering data) and
analytical-exploratory (from the method of analyzing the data perspective) study
was to identify and explain the factors affecting the development of ethics in
academic sport to promote ethical values in the sports community of the country.
The statistical sample of the study in the qualitative section consisted of 25
experts in sport ethics, interviewed in order to compile the questionnaire, and in
the quantitative section included 327 sports experts from the national collegiate
athletic association, federations, and the Ministry of Sports. The required data
were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire with 54 phrases in 4
dimensions (individual-behavioral, contextual, organizational, and extra-
organizational) in a Likert 5-value scale, obtained from the qualitative section on
the research and experts' opinion through interviews. Content validity of the scale
was confirmed via the coefficient of variation ratio (CVR), and the convergent
validity was validated using the average variance extracted (AVE) coefficient.
Moreover, to confirm the divergent validity, the correlation between the questions
of one variable and other variables was compared. The reliability of the scale was
obtained based on Cronbach's alpha, Gottman, and Spearman-Brown coefficients.
Confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) was used to determine the effect of the 4
factors on the promotion of ethical values in the sports community (structural
model fitting), and the Friedman test was used to prioritize the factors affecting
the development of ethics in academic sport.

Findings

Descriptive findings of the study indicated that the age range of 114 participants
was from 36 to 40. In addition, 65.13 and 34.87% of the statistical sample were
males and females, respectively. Most of them had 6-10-year job experience (91
(27.82%)) and 65.13% (213 people) of them were married. The mean scores of
study variables were high. Qualitative findings of the study after identifying
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factors affecting ethic development in academic sport using qualitative content
analysis, content validity of the scale using CVR coefficient revealed that except
2 phrases, the remaining phrases had coefficient more than 0.51 in convergent
validity based on AVE coefficient. The results for every phrase were >0.5 in
divergent validity of the scale. The correlation values for all phrases were at an
acceptable level. The reliability of the scale was confirmed using Cronbach's
alpha, Gottman, and Spearman-Brown coefficients so that all of them were above
0.7. Based on following the table, the result of the CFA used to determine the
effect of 4 factors on the promotion of ethical values in the sports community
reveal that 4 factors have a significant effect on the promotion of ethical values in
the sports community because t standard and loading factors are more than 1.96
and 0.4, respectively. Further, the effective rates of the organizational, extra-
organizational, individual, and contextual factors were 0.63, 0.54, 0.71, and 0.48
respectively.

Tablel- Relationships between Structures Based on the Conceptual Model

Relationships - . Level of
between Structures Impact Factor Critical Ratio Significance
Effect of
organizational factors 0.63 10.26 .

on sport ethics
Effect of extra-
organizational factors 0.54 9.53 o
on sport ethics
Effect of individual-
behavioral factors on 0.71 11.70
sport ethics
Effect of contextual
factors on sport ethics 0.48 8.32 el
***Level of significance <0.001

*k%

Besides, there was a priority among factors in terms of affecting the development
of ethics in academic sports. Individual-behavioral factors had the first priority
followed by contextual, organizational, and extra-organizational factors,
respectively.

Conclusion

Ethics as a combination of individuals traits emerge from individual internal
morality. What makes sport beautiful is the exhibition of ethical values.
Respecting the lows, competitors, officials, and spectators along with generosity,
endurance, manliness, absence of violence, aggression, and so on are amongst
these values (2). University in addition to generating knowledge, education, and
research can induce ethical values as well as individual and collective norms
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which can guide behavior. The qualitative result of the current study indicated that
individual-behavioral, contextual, organizational, and extra-organizational factors
could affect ethical development. Concentration on each of these factors and an
effort to improve and support them by sport managers and coaches can promote
ethical behaviors in academic sport. The findings of the present study suggested
that these factors could influence the promotion of ethical values in the sports
community of the country. Based on the results of the ongoing study it has been
concluded that the ethical values of academic sport can be improved by ethical,
educational, managerial, and research strategies.
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