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The Use of Gnomic Verse (Proverbs) in
the Tales of One Thousand and One Nights

Mahdi Khalife™, Ghorbanali Ebrahimi?, Mehrdad Chatraei®

Abstract

Proverbs have a valuable place in Persian language and literature. Sometimes a very short
proverb, is like a book of wisdom replete with important and profound contents of prudence
and knowledge. The necessity and importance of proverbs is due to the fact that they
express the social way of life, way of thinking and customs of nations; and their study
shows a deeper understanding of the beliefs and conventions of our ancestors in the past.
Various researches have been done regarding the use, role and quality of proverbs in
Persian poetry and prose. This article has been carried out using analytical-descriptive
method and for gathering data library method is used. The purpose is to study the role,
quality and effect of gnomic verse in the stories of One Thousand and One Nights. The
results show that in the book One Thousand and One Nights, Gnomic verse (i.e. proverbs)
in Persian language and literature are used proportionately and indirectly to further
strengthen and enrich the words.

Keywords: Gnomic Verse (proverbs), popular culture, One Thousand and One Nights
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