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Analysis of the Factors for the Entry of Iranian-Semitic
Eclectic Narratives into the National History of Iranians

Seyed Mohammad Abdi', Touraj Daryaee’

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to discover and identify the factors influencing what
can be considered as causes in the entry of eclectic narratives into the course of
Iranian national history. We mean those narratives that have emerged through the
integration of Indo-European and Semitic-Islamic characters. First, while criticizing
previous scholars who mainly considered the reasons for the entry of these
narrations to be related to the pre-Islamic period and the influence of Jews and
Christians, this study has noted that there is no evidence of such narrations in
Middle Persian and nationalist sources until the Islamic era. In addition, the research
emphasizes the replacement of Islam as an alternative to the old religion.
Consequently, the assessment of the chronology of events in the ancient world,
based on the history of ancient Iran on the one hand and the legitimation of the
personalities and traditions of the Semitic tribes on the other hand as the underlying
causes that have led to the revelation of the contradictions of these two traditions in
the cases of the “first man”, the division of tribes, prophecy, and monarchy. In
conclusion, the research has considered the eclectic narratives made up of these two
narrative currents as the solution of Muslim historians and genealogists to eliminate
contradictions.

Keywords: National history, eclectic narrations, Iranian narrations, Semitic
narrations, Shahnameh
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