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The Significance of the Term “Hakim” in the Works of
Persian Eulogist and Satirists

Mohsen Mohammadi Fesharaki ', Marziyeh Esmaeilzadeh Mobarakeh 2

Abstract

The word "Hekmat"(Wisdom) has different meanings in philosophy and literature,
and the title of Hakim in literature is given to different individuals, even eulogists,
and satirists although this title does not seem to befit these figures. Through an
analytical-descriptive method and with an emphasis on historical, philosophical, and
verbal data, the present study analyzes the bestowment of the title of Hakim to
Persian poets. In this regard, it is observed that the historical era, style of poetry,
court ranks, and the level of poets' knowledge played an important role in the
bestowment of this title. The study has analyzed the relationship between the title of
Hakim and admonition, poets' knowledge of their contemporaneous scientific trends,
public's beliefs toward proficiency in poetry, and also the reason of bestowment of
this title to eulogists and satirists, which is affected by philosophical and verbal
discourses. In fact, the bestowment of the title of Hakim to eulogists and satirists is
related to satirical and eulogistic discourses in philosophy. On the one hand,
according to the Graeco-Arabic philosophy, satire and eulogy are related to
"abhorrence" which is a part of practical wisdom, or what is known is a society’s
civic policy. On the other hand, the Islamic theologians have classified the eulogistic
and satirical poetry on the basis of dictums of the Sharia', their interpretation of a
Quranic verse, and an unauthorized Hadith of the Prophet, Peace be Upon His Holy
Soul. This has caused eulogy and satire to be considered a type of wisdom, and
eulogists and satirists to be called "Hakim".
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