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A Historically Critical Study of Fatimids of Egypt and the
Ismaili Based on the Story of Bustan-e-Khayal

Ahmad Khatami, Mahboobeh Tabasi?, Farzad Abdolhosein®

Abstract

Stories and tales a important parts of popular culture are the connection between
people ni the present and the past, transmitting cultural and doctrinal principles from
one generation to another. Based on the approaches of modern historiography and
the narrative context of historical narratives, some stories also contain historical
contexts that are useful to study alongside historical sources. The myth of Bustan-e-
Khayal is a historical folk tale based on the history of the Fatimid caliphs of Egypt
and the Ismaili Shiites. This myth treats the Fatimid caliphs in a mythological and
imaginary manner. After considering this treatment, the present study follows the
presence of the Ismaili religion and the Fatimid caliphs in this myth, and analyzes it
based on historical sources and narratives in a descriptive-analytical manner. The
findings of the study indicate the empirical confirmation that some of the author's
narrations — especially when the myth speaks of these caliphs being moral figures,
were based on a series of historical and doctrinal sources, while others were
manipulated in this myth’s imaginary fabric.

Keywords: Ismaili, Bustan-e-Khayal, Fatemis, Criticism and Analysis
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