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Investigating cultural aspects with the foundations of religious
ceremonies in residential heritage with an emphasis on on the
historic houses of the Muslims in Esfahan

Azadeh Hariri” Behnam Pedram™ Maryam Ghasemi Sichani™”

Abstract

Collective rituals have always had an influence on the body, the function and the
content of houses with an interaction with them. Houses, with space and ritual functions
have played a fundamental role in shaping the social structure of historical neighborhoods
and the religious and cultural foundations of society. Holding religious ceremonies in
every home has strengthened the social bonds of that home with society. In the Shiite
culture, the mourning ceremonies held in Muharram and Saffar are of high semantic
validity and constitute a set of rituals and ceremonies that have gradually become diverse
and part of the community’s culture. During the Safavid and Qajar periods, because of
the role that religion played in the social life of society, specific places for worship were
established, the most prominent of which were the Ashura rituals. The ambiguity of the
role of religious communities and rituals in influencing the creation and perpetuation of
Esfahan’s residential heritage and neglecting these aspects in the process of conservation
and recognition of architectural heritage has been the main motivation for the present
study. This research seeks to answer how home-based religious rituals influence the
semantic, functional, and physical aspects of residential heritage. The following question:
How do the religious rituals and rituals of Muslims influence the structure of historic
houses in Esfahan was answered in the present study by analyzing the interplay of Muslim
rituals and rituals as one of the identity-religious foundations of Iranians in the content-
functional and physical system of residential heritage, explaining changes and impacts
on the structure of Esfahan historical houses to be paid. This research is a descriptive-
analytical one with the objective of development and by adopting library documents,
field studies and interviews. The findings are analyzed by qualitative method through
comparison and interpretation. The results show that the interaction and continuity of
religious rituals and historical houses in Esfahan have caused the creation of domestic
mourning objects. These objects have been manifested in the form of expanding religious
spaces and elements outside the physical boundaries and in conjunction with home
and changes in spatial organization, hall form, furnishings and architectural-related
decorations.
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