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The Reflection of Transformation in Three Selected
Anecdotes of Masnavi: Three Travelers: a Moslem, a
Christian, and a Jew, Nakhjirans' Reliance, the Fool Who
Trusted the Bear and Their Verbal Narrations

Parvin Gholizadeh™, Mokhtar Ebrahimi?, Ziba Salehpour?

Introduction

The relations between oral and written literature is one of the
important topics in literary research. In these studies, each of these
two branches is reviewed contrastively to find out how they have
influenced on each other.

What mostly interested us in this case is the instructive Masnavi
written by the poetic mystics, like Attar's four Masnavi and especially
the Masnavi Manauvi.

However, Rumi has changed the stories adapted from various sources,
including the oral tradition, based on his tastes, goals and worldview,
and has sometimes intervened in the way they are narrated. Oral
narrators shape their narratives according to their social, sexual and
age affiliations, as well as according to the situation and atmosphere
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of the storytelling assembly. And this leads to the formation of a
relatively different narrative. This confirms an important point of
narratology. This means that sometimes two narratives of a story,
despite the fact that all their events are more or less similar, have two
different results due to the type of narration.

The purpose of the present study is to show the general admiration
of Rumi's Masnavi. Also, in this research, the focus is on the way of
transforming the oral narrations in comparison with Rumi's narration,
which demonstrates his abilities in processing and narrating anecdotes.

The research questions are: What are the differences between the
method of narration in Masnavi and its narration in oral literature?, 2.
What are the differences between the story of the Lions and
Nakhjirans in terms of storytelling techniques and similar narrations
in oral literature?, 3. How did the transformation occur in the oral
narrations derived from the anecdotes of Masnavi?

There are three hypotheses raised in relation to the research
questions: 1. The approach of oral narrations to ethics based on
wisdom of livelihood and that of Masnavi anecdotes is specific to
Rumi's individual ethics, 2. In oral literature, attention is typically not
paid to the relevance of the discourse with the character as well as to
the atmosphere of the story.

3. The difference in the form and structure of the stories, the
significant change of the characters of the stories and the different
interpretations are, in fact, those transformations that have
distinguished the oral narrations from the Masnavi's stories.

Discussion
To examine the subject of the article, three stories with different
themes were selected from Masnavi and compared with oral
narrations.
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The story of the Lion and the Nakhjirans: Two oral narrations of this
story have been published in Iran, one in Kazerun and the other in
Baluchistan. However, the Kazerun's narration shows that this
narration is definitely adapted from Masnavi. There are still
differences with the story of the Three Travelers: a Moslem, a
Christian, and a Jewish. Although in all three narrations the narrators
have shown their adherence to Muslims, it is more prominent in
Masnavi.

In Ahvaz's narration, with some differences, the passengers are
from three different cities in Iran and all three are Muslims which is
the only point that is different from the narration of Rumi. In the
Italian version of this story, the religious origin of the three travelers is
not cited anyway. Converting the personality of three people with
different religious beliefs to those who are distinguished by their
dependence to their city and country is a variation in order to
eliminate any background by which the religious differences are
exacerbated. Given the similarity of the Italian narrative with the
Persian oral narration, it seems that people were eager to the story in
this way. In Persian jokes, there is a joke with many narrations that
has a very similar deep structure to the story of Masnavi.

In The Fool Who Trusted the Bear, there are two other written
narrations of this kind, both of which were written over two hundred
years following Masnavi; both narrations are similar to Rumi's, except
for the quality of acquainting the gardener with the bear. Therefore,
the source can be attributed to the Masnavi.

The second narration has been recorded in Marand, East
Azarbaijan. Finally, a brief narration has been recorded in Talebabad,
Rey city.

219


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-I1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 10, No. 43
April — May 2022
Research Article

Conclusion

In oral narrations, the type of narration changes according to the
social, gender, and age dependencies and according to the situation in
which the story is narrated. As a result, the narration of the story tends
towards simplicity. In Masnavi, we are faced with the distortion of one
or more stories in addition to the main story, while in oral narrations
the structure of the story is simple and no sub-stories are narrated in
them. In oral narrations, some very brief events are narrated and
details are avoided. All of this confirms the theoretical hint that
although all events in oral and written narratives are more or less
similar due to different types of narration, they can have two different
outcomes.
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