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Recently, efforts have been initiated in Tajikistan and Iran to identify
and introduce the written works of Vares Bukharayi: Rahmani in his
book, Shahnameh among Tajiks, and Jafarpour in the preface to
Mosayebnameh, and an article entitled Chahar Ganj of Ferdowsi in
Daftar Baghdadi of Shahnameh briefly introduce Vares and his Bahr
al-Tawarikh. In the present article, we will review in more detail this
scroll, its author, and transcript.

Objectives, questions, and hypotheses

Bahr al-Tawarikh will remain the oldest comprehensive Nagqali scroll
as long as Agdami scroll remains missing, especially when it is
believed that in this work, like Mosayebnameh, Vares had referred to
the 6"-century AH prose Shahnameh by Abu Tahir Tarsusi and that
Bahr al-Tawarikh could be a recreation of Tarsusi's work, a work
whose manuscript has not yet been found and whose transcript may be
identified in works such as Bahr al-Tawarikh.
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A complete and valuable transcript of Bahr al-Tawarikh is available
which has been reviewed in the present article, and since the original
manuscript of Bahr al-Tawarikh has not been found yet, its textual
criticism and publication seems necessary and useful.

The present article tries to answer these questions: Who is Vares and
in which era did he live? Which destinations did he travel to? Which
writers and poets did he interact with? What were the works written or
recreated by Vares? What is the significance of his Bahr al-Tawarikh?
How many transcripts from Bahr al-Tawarikh are available and which
one is complete and authentic? And finally, what are the noticeable
features of the transcript reviewed in the present article?

Main Discussion

For a long time, Shahnameh Nagqgali Scroll (compiled in 1135
AH/1723 CE) was known and published as the oldest Shahnameh
scroll. However, Vares Bukharayi had compiled a comprehensive
scroll called Bahr al-Tawarikh, probably in the second half of the 11%"
century AH, which is about half a century older than the previous
scroll. Vares was alive until 1088 AH/1677 CE and was probably born
in 1000 AH/1592 CE.

So far, the original manuscript of Bahr al-Tawarikh in the author's
handwriting has not been recovered and most of the manuscripts
presented as a full copy of this scroll appear to be different transcripts
of the Bahr al-Tawarikh, rather than an authentic copy. The eight
manuscripts numbered 1819 to 1826 kept at Tajikistan Institute of
Manuscripts include one of the most authentic and complete
transcripts of Bahr al-Tawarikh. Its text comprises of two volumes,
the first of which is one-third of the second. The first volume begins
with the story of the Adam's creation and his son, Keyumars, and ends
with the story of Fariborz's battle with Piran Viseh. The second
volume continues from the last story of the first volume, the story of
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Tous's release from prison and the battle of Kamus of Kashan, and
ends with the story of Dara Kouchak.

The main framework of this scroll's narrations is based on the
sequence of Shahnameh stories; however, other in/dependent stories
have been added to it fromthe written and oral sources before and after
Shahnameh. In other words, this scroll's initial stories are taken from
Shahnameh; however, parts of these shared stories differ from each
other or have been removed from or added to the scroll. Independent
stories, which do not exist in the original text of Shahnameh, have also
been added to shared stories and they take roots in supplementary
narrations of Shahnameh or other works not connected to it.

This scroll's content is characterized by the use of sentences specific
to Naqgali, repetition of stereotyped statements, the influence of
elements from Islamic thoughts, reference to ancient customs,
quotations from poems and verses, reference to the text of letters,
reference to Ayyari [chivalry] traditions, reference to following
sections of the scroll and mentioning one or more different narratives
for a number of stories.

The scroll's linguistic characteristics have also been studied at three
levels: phonetic, lexical, and syntactic, and various examples of each
are provided.

In summary, this is the first time that an important and detailed text of
Transoxiana dialect is introduced. In addition, new points about the
life and works of its author are raised and its importance as the oldest
Nagqali scroll is being emphasized.
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