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Abstract

The subject of this articleis the evaluation and critique of “ The Oxford Handbook of
Iranian History” edited by Touraj Daryaee. The critic believes that this work,
despite having valuable information, has formal and content problems, including the
references and bibliography of the articles which are not uniform, the articles are not
balanced, the content of the articles does not follow a single pattern, it has not dealt
with some important historical periods, some articles are non-historical and very
specialized, theidea of Iran asacentral idea has been neglected and finally, the book
needs to be reviewed in terms of the trandation. The type of collection of articles
with a common theme has a single agenda in terms of form and content, but this
collection lacks such a feature in various ways. The book is also caught in the
crossroads of academic writing and attracting non-specialist audiences. The greatest
drawbacks of this work as mentioned above can be considered the negligence of the
study of some expected and important historical periods, which has undeniably
damaged the credibility of the book.
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The establishment of the largest empirein antiquity, one of the most benevolent of any in
world history, if any empire is good, is associated with the Persians. (p. 3)
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Art and ideas brought by the Iranians to the ancient world spread from the Islamic world
to the Christian West. (p. 4)
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Persans, as the Greeks knew them then, were ruled by a king who represnted the
epitome of absolute monarchy. (p. 4)
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These clashes, remembered and studied, also helped create the idea in post-Renaissance
Europe of the conflict of modern West versus the East or the Orient. (p. 4)
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Theword Iran and theidea it represents originaly came from the mythical homeland of
Aryans. In the sacred text of the Zoroastrians, the Avesta, specificaly the hymns
dedicated to Y azatas, or those worthy of having sacrifices made to them, we find heroes
and kings offering sacrifices so they can rule over what is known as the "Expanse of the
Aryans." (p. 5)
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Khayyam was a so a philosopher and in away an agnostic, or, as some have claimed, an
aheist. Thisfact becomes evident in his poetry, which did not receive due attention.
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While nomadic invasion from the southeast had ended the pre-Mudlim era, the nomadic
invasion from the steppes in the northeast aso brought new conquerors.
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In asupremely ironic manner, then, the concept of Iran, a semi-ethnic/national/linguistic
identity that preserved over millennia in the face of innumerable obstacles, extended
periods of foreign rule, and seismic religious upheavals, was itself only fashioned in the
Idamic era, for no historical narrative, however unreliable or primeval, has reached us
fromitslong pre-ldamic past. (p 232)
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Kathryn Babayan, Mystics, Monarchs, and Messiahs, Cambridge, Massachusetts:
Harvard Center for Middle Eastern Studies, 2002.
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Kathryn Babayan, "The Cosmological Order of Things in Early Modern Safavid
Iran," in Massumeh Farhad and Serpil Bagci, eds., Falnama: The Book of Omens,
London: Thames & Hudson Ltd., 2010, pp. 246-255.
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