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Characteristics and Manifestations of
Anima and Animus in the Novel
Klidar

Reza Satari*/ Maesoumeh Mahmoudi**/
Maryam Zarei***

Abstract

Myth Criticism is a branch of literary criticism
that is more influenced by Jung's school of
analytical psychology and examines myths and
archetypes in the fabric of a literary work. The
main point of connection between these two
domains is the design of the "collective
unconscious memory" followed by the
"archetypes" which are manifested in
mythology. The archetypes that form the
structural roots of myths are the primordial
patterns of the human psyche that are recreated
in the form of images in literary works. Among
the most famous of these archetypes are anima
and animus, which are the evolutionary
elements of the subconscious mind of men and
women. In this article, Mahmoud Dolatabadi's
keynote novel - the greatest Persian novel - was
read based on the views of myth-critique
archeology in order to examine the anima and
animus archetypes based on the characteristics
of these archetypes in this novel. This research
has been done qualitatively and descriptively-
analytically. The result of the article shows that
the archetype of anima is manifested in the
form of a lover, an exemplary mother, a
seductive woman, an inspiring woman, a life-
giving woman and the manifestation of anima
in masculine illusion with a feminine gender
influenced by wife, mother and sister. The
appearance of animosity can also be seen in the
behavior and spirits of men in key women.
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