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Introduction

The present study examines generational considerations associated with demographic attitudes in Iran. The importance of such
studies lies primarily on the increasing pattern of the process so-called ‘the transformation of demographic characteristics, which is
also identified as one of the most important traits of contemporary societies. In this line, the main research question addressed in the
present study is the whether demographic attitudes depend on generational belongings or not. In other words, are we dealing with
‘generational divergence’ or ‘generational convergence’ with respect to demographic attitudes? Accordingly, the research findings

presented and discussed in the present study aim to address this key research question.

Materials and Methods

From the methodological perspective, the field of this
analysis is Iran. It is worth mentioning that Iran is globally
well-recognized for this kind of study since it has witnessed
one of the most spectacular demographic swings in the
human history (McDonald, 2005; Foroutan, 2014, 2019) and has
experienced fundamental socio-cultural changes and
challenges which are also significantly associated with the
generational transition from demographic perspectives. The
empirical research findings of this analysis are based on a
recently-conducted and nationally-representative survey in
order to examine the patterns and determinants associated
with generational aspects of demographic attitudes in Iran.
The survey includes a sample of 5200 males and females
aged 15 years old and over residing in both urban and rural
areas of Ahvaz, Babolsar, Bojnord, Esfarayen, GonbadKavos,
Gorgan, Hamadan, Kamyaran, Khoramabad, Mahmoudabad,
Rasht, and Saghez.

Moreover, demographic attitudes in the present study
have been measured by five key components: childbearing
desires, attitudes towards the current official population
policy so-called pronatalism, attitudes towards emigration,
divorce, and women’s age at-first marriage. The term sex

refers to male and female respondents, while gender attitude
is measured on the basis of the respondents’ views on
women’s employment outside the home. The present analysis
shows four major age cohorts including individuals aged 15-
24 years, 25-34 years, 35-49 years, and 50 years old and
above.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion

The results show two major patterns. First, there are
substantial generational similarities and disparities in
attitudes towards the demographic components including
women’s age atc marriage, pronatalism, childbearing
preferences, divorce, and emigration. This means that on the
one hand, the research findings support the three most visible
observations across all generations: the two-child family is
the most desirable childbearing pattern; both pro-natalism
and divorce are rejected by the majority of all generational
cohorts. On the other hand, when we go from a younger
generational cohort towards an older cohort, we observe
demographic outcomes including the greater desire for high
childbearing, more positive attitudes towards women’s
marriage at younger ages, and both emigration and divorce
become less welcomed.
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Second, the similarities and disparities across the
generational cohorts highlighted above are also significantly
affected by such demographic determinants as gender, place
of residence, and education. This means that males and rural
residents are more likely to have stronger attitudes towards
emigration and women’s marriage at2younger ages and more
negative attitudes towards divorce than females and urban
residents. These male-female differentials apply to all
generational cohorts. On the other hand, the magnitude of the
effects of these determinants depends significantly on the
kind of demographic characteristics. For instance, the
determinant of gender has almost no significant effect on
childbearing desires and pronatalism in such a way that both
males and females in each generational cohort hold similar
attitudes towards childbearing and pronatalism. However,
there could be observed gender difference in attitudes
towards women’s age at marriage in all generational cohorts;
women’s marriage at younger ages is overwhelmingly more
welcomed by males than by females.

In sum, the results confirm two main conclusions: they
not only sit well with a combined version of cohort
replacement theory and intra-cohort changes theory but also
support the underlying fact that the demographic attitudes
cannot be simply and merely explained through either
generational gap or generational convergence.
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Table 1- Distribution of research sample by gender and place of residence
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Table 2- Attitudes towards pronatalism and childbearing by generational cohorts
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Table 3- Attitudes towards age at marriage, divorce and emigration by generational cohorts
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Table 4- Demographic attitudes of generational cohorts by gender
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Table 5- Demographic attitudes of generational cohorts by place of residence

A2 st P G gl K
(R 5 53, 10365 631438 o s
AAVAY \7a ladl Y¥-10 ‘}1_,_;33;
\\C/V ‘\/‘\ u‘db VY—YO . aj}§
\A/D O/ el F4-Y0 . a}}§
Yo/ Yo/¥ S0 5 dle O oy 8
Conaz Gl el 4 e 25
AN Yy adll Y¥=V\0 R wjf
Y’\c/~ Yf/f L&\Ajl...g VY—YO . B)j§
Y¥/4 Y0 Ladl F4-T0O o5 S
¥e/8 Yv/A SV 5 Ledla 0 oy 8
[ Ji)> O‘):>'> dj;j] u:iti o
/¥ Y0 Ll YF21O s o5 S
Y\ /¥ YV/A Ll FF_Y0 oy 5
Y0/0 Y$/r Ll FA-Y0 oy 5
t5/4 VIO SV 5 Ladla O oS
Sy e 5SS
FAD AN Ll Y¥10 Loy S
VY,? 99,0 L&\Ajl...g VY—YO . B)j§
VYA VO Ll F4Y0 Loy S
Av Y Va8 SV 5 Wl 0 oy S
Sl 4 e 35
o ! Ldle TF0 s o5 S
Y/ fA¥ LY J‘f 7
00,4 OA? Laddle ¥4-Y0 LS oy S
AR VYA SV Ladle O . °})§

S
il Sl i« Jod glses S des 53 ST Ul

s Loy S ian 55 IS S cpl ax ST sl s
FE-Y0 OVLwile s 058 5 0 (Ster 5 el 35450

d

http://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880

it 5K L b e Sl 0
s s e

O &en 3 Gy ) Sl ks s il Gl

L bas e o slaslss e o 30

Blaal 15 5 sdeae SIS Ol o 2 ldioner (35

https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6


https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880
https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6

A QLL..A) ‘f)LR e)Lo.:r ‘</\\°) ‘53\:3 e)Lo..:r T)J)vﬂudtw sé}ﬁ)g JALWZWB AA

33 sl 2 olal s Oldedle Jws 05,5 4 Glhase
058 ot 3b3 sl 4 bl a8 Dol
OF ol 2 53 31 Lo &S0 ctliass L Oltialle L
R T O N
SigB 5 udd sl ek Ol e L Sl (@Bls o5 sl
Sosbar S A 651053 Sl 5 e Gl i
Tl Osman Slod S ad 5 vgo Sl pite > S
3 St Sl 03 90 33 50 JAK_.:.J‘J ) V-
A e lmes S s o S1E 5 S ) S
S sl (5551033 o5

Sy dias o OLES ol mags glaesls ST ool
e el b Ll lres S e 25
ik 9955 o LT St e Sl (5 St sbe
ey S il b 4 Cote 2S5 o 2y S L
M2 SV sl i a5 el Gl Dbl o
)Jjaﬁi#mﬁg_?i»uij_{} o=l ol sl ) s
m Comazr Gl el 6 e 250 0 S Wl
j_<5\ o=l A_g-Jfl Sy e do=Ss JAK,.L}\; Qlfzjﬂ:...a:d
23 55l (S jp S or Bdo i slaes S das
e i et s Sbaes S o S 5 0 S0l
A 08 S Y 51 e sl o 0Ll
Sl =l Y sl Ol 5 i en
S Sl G ien (AL 05 S
Ll ge Comer

WDz o (i s s ol glaasl Gillas | eSS
C‘_}bj\ O A Slees S szf.:j SlodiS pnd u\,;‘u
o e slaes S den o S e o SIS sl O s
S50 5 IO mhaws  (Sde 5 i Al &S
(R A oS Gogba 1303 35 Ol s £lan3l e 4 55
Yo i ) by e 03 0L sl e 2K
Lol ool Gl o o3 5 0 Ol & Gigml 5 (Sl

d http://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880

52 Sl el 5 e Sl AS0) el iy L5l e L
Slmos ;S sl 5l i s 05,8 ol o ol 2l
05,5 crl 33 (51055 Lo 5 me 3 s
¥ bl Ve b Ol 5 pl ¥ Ol g (I
(e s (A O S Sl i
s (i 5 L33 F ) b5 551058 Olaly

U s SIS s onl glaasl Gilae ST p s
el DM sl dos o So3lp Dl 5
g IS S e s
Slres S 5l Sl il S el slaey S leass
e gl eisls Ll sk G133 Sty S0l s
G132 3l g o 0Ll pl 93 31 i 3lpe o Ol
A3 s ) S a3 s e RS
e 05,8 S R 53 ssde Dl (LS 0 S 55
cssim s ol ils bl sl Goslds 5 0Ll
Gk sl sls OB 5 ol SIS S 5 skaslis
Lo Jod oS Lo iy Sl (50510053 Sl 5 1 b
Pl Gl 5l e (e e o L S e
e 3l (65105 0 olal gt (Olas st Juwass oo

R o) @l ) S St e ST e
cla VL A S1aS ol il e bl
Sl el AL 5 e Ohlass m SOl
Slomr 5 de 53 Jd (S (20 25U
S s S s 2 Sem cal S sl (65105
s Gl A1 O Sassd oS Las cpls (0
Sl 5 OYLLS 55 5 OVl 5 0Ll Ms o5 S
L oS (sosba 1y e wlie 5 0Ly (5551053
el L e 3L (510053 Olal g 0T s
Il Jold ol il ol Sl a5 ol ol il
Olbeallw s 05,5 a4 Glaze oS OUT Joaoss (slaos o
A O Sz oy S o (5 sbay 1355 it

https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6


https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880
https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6

A Hlo omd 5 b o sin

Ol 53 tlacamenr a5 K 4 ks e s ol

oy S dan 53 S e 6 2 lge 4 e slaes S
Dt e e e S0 S S Sl ol
sodallin gl Oy U Q\.alj_.d(._i 5 Ol
GG D8 s Sl (el (5 S g
an 3 58 ol am BT a s e o058 O les 0 e
0l 52 O (S 005 o otalie [l (slaes S
Do S Lo ey sl i ey Jad ooy S
L bl 5 Ol Jos glaos 8 o & rles 4 e
S rSaizr s yban (pymnss 250) AL S ass
333) Cmalgl o OlslpusS 5 Olh g 2 31 2t
i Gbate A ils O Shams 055 i 5 (pomsS
Byd e odaline St ool ) e s slaes S
50l Jed Lo S Glaze a8 O Sloass
o ez AR 08 Sas Sl e Sl ee Jldle
S9d o Fan) Ll 38lee O les L Oladle Ll 65 S
Sorles e 55 0 Db a3 5 s
M Ly 3l oS 5 3l g oy OVl 5 DUl
83 Sam OlaIle o OT L wlie 5 o Lois sl
rostm U5 b S opl (e 5 oy el a5
(& rlge By O3 MR 5 2055 Jool by o
s aS Lo cpdsos S o5 (1748 5, 5 dLee, 1955)
o Sl aS el slaes 5l s slaey S oo 2l
s lres S UL om0 5 ome 213
O Shas Vyans) pome SOams 5 (Jlsls 5 O g
S St Sl AT A8 e i S Sl (el
ol gmily ol 35 bliial Ll mass glaasl
5 il ghmay s Gl 5 e e 65 S
Sy o OVl 5 Oll g (b b 5l aS ol oS yeaad
L ale 5 sl Lo bl oM L 3l 5eeS
Dl St 50 R 6 Sans Ol

by ol 5 A 08 Sleass o > 5 Lyl

d http://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880

b e 4xlS O S 5l S ases o Sl Sl e
i 53 Ol sl 4 e 585 eSSl 55 s
S o5 o AR 08 S Ol L oy
e S sl o 0Ll Jle (g1 03 S edalie
Ol 5 s Juden a2 s Sl 5l 2t
o 2R 08 Sams ol Y 5 S 5 2l s
LSO s el s 53 Ol s Cl}:)'l Olal g oy g
s mhas joaie B 5 G580 4 bl 03 Jege Sl pen
N s oS Ls (s )ls Bl Ll Gl e
ol mly e 3 01 il e 555 (K
OB s S 553 ot s 5 Kl (0 355 A (2 S
SrlaS S0 s G 655 5 1 i o R
a3l OLms sl e Sl ke e 5 OLSS
S o an Gae s ey G 55l &S () sbas il
Zlsasl Dbl (ALl s Ly s slmes S
sl 385 jle a il s 53 Ol
P cfi‘JfVA Sl 0l 3B tolS d;a\iii\: S
S bl Ol 33l e 2SS 6 g0 e 3

dons e DL sy ol sl el ey 2 oSUT 22
e 31 Db 4 il s glaes S Glase 3131 2SS
laoy S i ;3 4S g, 5ba ‘;J.:_f&af.»b [P W,
D13l 5S35 Ol g 42 OB 0 e 3 55 g s o
ck__g ol 8 L Olesan Jgeasls Glas sl oM b
39>l b 4 2w U’:'J—< o=l ol Sl s
53 =4S el sl Ceadly Il e 55 358 e aulS
230 51 (St Comd OS5 S a2 5L
S8 Sole s Llcdlbee b L il slaes S dea
IS i e S 08 Shased 53 350>
il B s e S5 el slaes S

s ol s claasl plas ST 2T 4K

LPJ_<:Z9_>U.J_3CJ>/L_~£.>U“ "jblj_w —_in J:Jl_"'_g pos

https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6


https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880
https://dx.doi.org/10.22108/jas.2021.121935.1880
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20085745.1400.32.4.4.6

A QL“WJ) ‘r)\.é;; 5)L¢-ir ‘</\\°) ‘53\:4* 5)L~:' ijjkf“' JL« sé}ﬁ)s wuwb

kgl ham 83 508 Olbialla 1 S 5 5 2l

Mz el oy Jod (slr05 S b Emerr sl 2 K s
Table 6- Demographic attitudes of generational cohorts by education
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Table 7- Multivariate analysis results on demographic attitudes of generational cohorts
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