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ABSTRACT

Music, as a subset of the cultural system, has had always a place in cultural and
anthropological researches and has been the issue of discussions and dialogues in different
school of thoughts from various perspectives such as structuralism, functionalism,
semiotics, ethnomusicology, etc. In this study, with reference to the functions of music
based on historical developments, in the given period, it was shown that there is an
interdisciplinary relationship between music and knowledge of cultural history and
anthropology. The theoretical framework in this study was selected based on the
functionalism theory of Bronistaw Malinowski as well as the theory of structuralism of
Claude-Louis-Strauss. Accordingly, in addition to the two structural functions of music,
namely aesthetics and the expression of emotions, the supposed functions are added to
music according to the requirements of the time and social needs. In the proposed period
under study, obvious functions such as creating solidarity, expressing symbolic concepts,
function in ritual music, normative function, function of creating emotion as obvious
functions as well as hidden functions including: Establishing equal communication with
diverse social classes; compassion for the victims of the current situation; creating a
specific message about action, awakening and stability, according to the discourse of time
in the audience and the extent of the message are obvious.
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INTRODUCTION

Music and culture have a deep role and influence in each other and have undergone
various changes over time along with the course of human culture and civilization.
In this way, music can be considered as a necessary part of the history of every land
that has always been constantly present in the structures, and has been in contact
with other components of society and has had functions derived from the cultural
needs of a society. In fact, music has taken its form in social life based on existing
culture and realities. In this sense, music is interdisciplinary with anthropological
knowledge, which can play a facilitating role in connecting people and the realities
of their lives, and encounter then them with those realities, and play a prominent
role in adapting people to historical and cultural conditions. Anthropologists in the
study of music want to pay attention to a broader understanding of the musical
product in the process of cultural history of societies because music is one of the
elements in the complex set of learnable human behaviors, which shapes the culture
through human values, attitudes and beliefs.

According to anthropologists, the traditional Iranian music is a common
product of Iranian history, culture and society. It has been formed in the Iranian
culture domain and mixed with Persian literature. Therefore, it has always been in
the historical evolution of the Iranian nation. Likewise, the cultural history of the
Iranian nation in the 1970s and 1980s was more and more in the field of profound
social changes. Theoretical developments resulting from intellectual ideas and social
conflicts between existing tendencies; simultaneously with the field developments
leading to the victory of the Islamic Revolution and the occurrence of the imposed
war, two adventurous decades were marked for Iran and became the bedrock of
profound changes and developments in the country’s cultural history. By this way,
we are witness to structural and functional changes in the socio-cultural system of
Iran, changes that can be examined in the context of interdisciplinary studies. From
this perspective, at the intersection of the role and function of art and consequently
music become the subject of the research in the anthropological and cultural history
contexts to determine a part of the historical course and the function of sub-set
musical system for two-way interactions with society and history.

PURPOSE
The Purposes of this research are as follows:

1) Investigating the inter-disciplinary relationship of traditional Iranian music
with anthropological knowledge and cultural history with a case study of
Chavosh’s albums 2-8;

2) Study of overt and covert functions of music in the proposed period;

3) Anthropological study of music with a functional structural approach and
its role in social developments of Iran in the proposed study period.



METHODOLOGY

A qualitative approach was taken into the course of this research and is based on
documents and in-depth structured interviews through a snowball method.
However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, interviews with professors and experts
were not possible and researchers could partially compensate for this shortcoming
by collecting interviews, reports and documentary films.

FINDINGS

Structural and eternal functions of music over time is always aesthetics and the
expression of emotions;

Other functions of music that are formed in accordance with temporal
circumstances as well as social actions and reactions and give music a social role are:
Entertainment, communication, symbolic presentation of concepts, physical
reaction, unification of norms, accreditation of social institutions and religious
rituals, cultural continuity and stability, social unity and solidarity;

Music, in the light of Levi-Strauss's school of structuralism, is always present in
the heart of society and penetrates into the deepest layers of cultural structure and
history, and undergoes changes, transformation and reproduction of new concepts
and conditions according to the needs of its own components.

CONCLUSION

The Iranian traditional music, which remained distant from social changes for some
time after experiencing the constitutional period, started a new movement based on
social currents and was able to have a greater impact on the audience in the desired
period of time by reflecting various emotions that were understood by the
musicians. Thus, music regained its role in the cultural history of the Iranian nation,
and laid the groundwork and in the then prevailing current of social developments,
and expressed its overt and covert functions in synchronization with those social
currents.

Overt functions of the traditional Iranian music in the desired period are:
aesthetic, expression of emotions, symbolic expression of concepts, standardization,
creating solidarity, creating application in ritual music, creating excitement against
the current situation that can be seen in the desired period.

Covert functions of the traditional Iranian music are: establishing homogeneity
among various social classes by creating a sense of equality between different
sections of the society; compassion for the victims of the current situation and
creating a sense of patience and endurance in the face of accidents; a tool to convey
a special message to the audience that appeared in the desired time period.
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NOVELTY

Anthropologists have so far paid little attention to this aspect of traditional music.
In most of the researches done by music experts, more attention has been paid to
technical aspects of traditional and local music as well as morphological features in
terms of technical characteristics. From this perspective, it can be said that the view
of this research on the cultural category of music and the combination of music

with anthropological knowledge and cultural history is an innovative thing,
especially with regard to traditional music.
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