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ABSTRACT

The debate over theory and theorizing in educational administration has been an old and
persistent challenge. Although many experts view the educational administration field as
interdisciplinary and integrated, the epistemological foundations and detection of its
interdisciplinary nature and classification in education administration that lead to a validation
theory in this field has been rarely studied. Considering the single-discipline and
interdisciplinary macro approaches in the production of science, an attempt of theorizing
actually focuses on the interdisciplinary approach in terms of diversity of integrated types and
their diversified performances. Using an analytical-inferential approach, the present study
identifies the current condition of "theorizing" in educational administration after identifying
and introducing the interdisciplinary evaluation criteria in three forms of multidisciplinary,
interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary. And through analyzing a typical theory entitled "school
as a social system" in educational administration, its natural and inevitable processes in the
future have been investigated. The findings indicate that theorizing in educational
administration studies is on the verge of transition from a single-discipline approach to
multidisciplinary types. This way, the evolution of theorizing is predictable by diverging from a
multidisciplinary to an interdisciplinary type.
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INTRODUCTION

Experts in the interdisciplinary field view the evolution of different sciences from
the interdisciplinary perspective as a transition from the mono-disciplinary towards
the interdisciplinary approach to eliminate the shortcomings of the former (Newell,
2013; Nicolescu, 2010; Klein, 2004; Morin, 1387; Jacobs, 1989). Assuming that
educational management is inherently a combination of cognitive disciplines such
as educational sciences, social sciences, management, psychology, political science,
and philosophy (Waite & Bogotch, 2017; Eacott, 2017; Gunter, 2016; Van Baalen &
Karsten, 2012; Bush, 2007 and 2008; Bates, 1980), theorizing therein cannot be
independent of interdisciplinary literature. Controversies over theorizing in
educational administration studies from an interdisciplinary perspective include the
vagueness of conceptual boundaries of disciplines (Oplatka, 2008; Hallinger & Lee,
2014), the obscurity of the participation rate, aspect, and type for each discipline
(Hallinger, 1968 quoted by Oplatka, 2016), and the unclear role of specialists in the
integration of disciplines (Gunter, 2016) leading to ambiguity in theorizing.
Different types of interdisciplinary approaches indicate the relationship between
knowledge, concepts, methods, experiences, and various tools from different
disciplines that reflect the type of cooperation, participation, and ways of dealing
with complex issues (Khorsandi Taskoh, 2008). These can be developed based on
the degree of interdisciplinary integrations on a multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary,
and transdisciplinary spectrum. Despite investigations, no certain criteria have been
identified for evaluating the position of educational administration among
interdisciplinary varieties.

Presenting a brief introduction to the interdisciplinary types while also
identifying the evaluation criteria for each type, the present paper aims to assess the
current situation of "theorizing” in educational administration and explain its
natural and inevitable process for the future. In this regard, some questions are
proposed including: What are the criteria for interdisciplinary evaluation for each
type for theorizing in the educational administration? How is the current situation
of theorizing in this area according to the identified criteria? What the theorizing
natural process will look like in the future based on the evaluation criteria?

PURPOSE

Identifying and introducing the interdisciplinary evaluation criteria for
multidisciplinary, transdisciplinary, and interdisciplinary types specific to the field
of educational administration studies as well as assessing the current situation of
theorizing in this area based on the identified criteria.

METHODOLOGY

To evaluate and identify the state of theorizing in educational administration, the
analytical-inferential method was used. First, the evaluation criteria for a variety of
interdisciplinary were derived from authentic sources. Then, considering the nature
of educational administration, they were classified. The result was to identify and



introduce educational/research, pragmatic/critical criteria, integration aspects,
integration focus, integration outcome, specialists’ collaboration, and participation
rates of disciplines based on the criteria. Then, the process of theorizing educational
administration was measured by those criteria. To validate the results of the
research, both source authenticity and meaning adequacy criteria were used.

FINDINGS

The findings of the first phase were to identify and introduce educational/research,
pragmatic/critical criteria, integration aspects, integration focus, integration
outcome, specialists’ collaboration, and participation rates of disciplines based on
these criteria. A manifestation of disciplines integration for theorizing educational
administration is the "school as a social system" theory. Experts are constantly trying
to make use of other sciences under a systemic paradigm. With respect to the diversity
of theories in other disciplines, the integration rate can be measured. For this purpose,
it should be determined which interdisciplinary variety, including multidisciplinary,
interdisciplinary, and transdisciplinary has dominated in this field.

In Table 3, the disciplines’ participation and their theories related to the school
as a social system theory were determined. Then the disciplines’ combination in
theorizing was illustrated through analyzing the criteria and varieties. Table 4
briefly shows the analysis of the results.

Table 1. Theory of school as a social system from the perspective of combining disciplines

and theories

Theoretical
Lending Disciplines Theoretical Evidence in Analysis
Elements
Teaching and Educational psychology, sociology | Behavioral, cognitive, constructivist
learning of education (individual and social) theories
1 logy, N - .
Developmental p sycho O8Y> Content and procedural motivation theories,
People general psychology, industrial and . ) .
. personality theories, developmental theories
personality psychology
. Culture and organizational atmosphere
Sociology, cultural management, )
Culture and ) theories, school culture and atmosphere
fields of study such as . o .
atmosphere ethnograph studies, organizational atmosphere theories of
sraphy Halpin and Craft, Harrison, Stern, Tagiuri, etc.
Organization and management, Theories of organization and management
Structure . . o . . .
information and communication including classical, modern, and postmodern
sciences (Weber, Mintzberg, Weick)
Organization and administration theories
" . . . . (Pfeffer & Salansick, Weber & French &
Power and politics Political sciences, social sciences .o
Raven), Bush cultural, political, and
ambiguity models (2004)

Based on the criteria and the resulting varieties, the lack of integrated
combination can be seen in all elements of the school as a social system theory.
Except for a few cases in the school organizational culture and atmosphere, others
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rest within the multidisciplinary type. In this regard, some experts (Bates, 1992)
believe that the system is not formed as a "whole" principle with its all ingredients
closely interrelated. All components of a system may exist, but there is no specific
connection between them and therefore it cannot be called a "system". Considering
the nature of educational administration as a soft field of study, it seems unlikely to
become a discipline in scientific and academic molds. This field of study was born
initially through other sciences and is a unique interdisciplinary field. It has not yet
fully integrated the sciences under a single specific variety. Theorizing in
educational administration studies can be seen somehow within a multidisciplinary
type of interdisciplinary approach (Table 4).

Table 2. Multidisciplinary variations criteria in educational administration theorization

Theory
School as a Social System
Criteria
Research Research
Pragmatic Pragmatic

Multidisciplinary participation without disciplines

Integration rate in disciplines participation i i 0 . i
integration; disciplines dominion preservation

Vertical/horizontal Horizontal
Broad/deep Broad
Closed/open Open

N . Specialists in various fields work independently on
Specialists’ collaboration ) - .
different aspects of a project in parallel or successively
No integration (disciplines are preserved with no

integration)

Result

CONCLUSION

The specific nature of educational administration requires that the mono-
disciplinary should move towards an interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary
approaches. For this, educational administration researchers are required to do
theoretical and experimental studies about the correlation of disciplines in
theorizing based on the interdisciplinary criteria. A primary limitation of this
research was the lack of theoretical interdisciplinary research studies and the way
disciplines are correlated in producing theory and knowledge in educational
administration. Such studies will be useful for referring to evidence according to the
identified criteria as well as reducing the abstraction level of materials.

NOVELTY

The use of scientific findings as well as educational and research experiences of
interdisciplinary types in the educational administration field of study was the
novelty of this research.
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