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Abstract

Aristotle’s theory of the Mean plays a significant role in his ethical system. The theory
appears in the second book of Nichomachian Ethics. The most prevalent reading of
theory is that Aristotle tries to provide an action guide for moral agents to determine
the most appropriate and right decision in different and problematic circumstances.
More than 15 critics are presented in this article about this interpretation. Because of
the criticisms of this kind, some moral philosopher have offered a second reading
according to which Aristotle’s does not aim to offer an action guide, rather his main
purpose is conceptual and analytical analysis of virtue to understand the exact
meaning of moral virtue and to distinguish it from other excellences. This idea is also
criticized. At the end, a new interpretation is offered: Aristotle neither wants to give
an action guide nor to offer a method for analyzing the virtue, but his theory is just a
sign of his support of situation ethics, according to which it is impossible to present
a general and valid rule by which the agent can distinguish the right decision in
different circumstances. Rather, each situation has its own characteristics, and the
moral agent must be trained in such a way that he can consider these different aspects
and avoid falling into the trap of extremism.

Keywords: Ethics, Aristotle, Theory of the Mean, Situation Ethics.

Received: 23 Dec. 2021 | Accepted: 11 Feb. 2022 | Published: 19 Feb. 2022

1. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor at Philosophy, Isfahan University.
tavacoly@yahoo.com.



A

£

OL""J akff:)\.)
SV M Aalal
AN Ol (Ve V‘.‘.‘.’.E @“%JLJ: Lrj.}z)j)

YVIV=1104 5 o 5, 58501 bls

FIVI-EAY S ol bl

gy s

Wi 1S 9 L1l § EilgS 93 A 1 glawyl Lawg v 8)geT

oS>

53 i 5 bl 3l 55 il 3 a8 Cl wliiaddd b ks b Sl g b adble ja eyl o o
Sonlaw (63 O sz sl Conlaw Aol gl o 5o Cladd ¢ glawyl ate 5l¢ o g 1 dil Loy d  m 6ASL 4zl
Gy s ls S 5 Slio 2815 (50 oS Sl ol oy shate iy oo JolST e b Gl 55 s Clad |
s Olas 1y 3 g5 by 4o s s b awsls e 6yseb 555, (S50 blas b S taS o oS Sl
o 4 O Canndi 5 A5 oo Wl Wb (28 gla )l (B0 pllai 55 gl OT 05 4 5 SAdd o 5 ot
QTWA,QLJMJ;@qgl,uﬁ)\;\f;l,w@,uGb,“jﬂ;,i\..ut,,a\@wgw\ru;w
Slodels Loy dom cmly Culgy 3 Llastlw 5,15 (o o 0Ty aiwdlé 1 (5 ctan cpl b ila 5 s 1,
i ldialdadd Sl b el b ), OT Sl slazl 50T 4 gz b Camd 2 50 Sl S o]
4.y eal s 0T gt o 8 4 a5 ol gy et Sl g S | g opl gt AB (2 355 031
OT 51 5t (slalalsy 5 ods s Glivaie | 5T 0 eSS 35 (5 Lol 6ilon S 55 0SS 1y 0T (5 s ol Lo
S5 & daw 5 do 5202 1 shaw | e s 1S LT .3 ,5T Ob e ol ol 5o lsn 4k I b Wlos ST 4 e
,;,;@;,‘.ﬁéi)@mw@\ﬁ.@mﬁg@;@ﬁ@&wLes&‘@ﬁ,ts,w,mb,wu
&5 SN Jus 85 53 S0l G 4l 4 a5 o 80l 3l s 5l 3 2o Ly 7 33 8 a o ae Jle
Sl 4 sl ol 851 It Wl 5 0 OT L a0 Dlow s 5 5 0486 ol oS el 03y Shsd o o5

and g G by odelB o3y (ledd ¢ os CaaS> claw s d 1S O 319

VEC N LS Gyl | V8 NV s b | VeV Y il s b

tavacoly@yah00.com .lgiwl o Kiils ainds JLiils oJ some sy 55 )



Yy ‘:Isesofuu)&é/a:a.\gu_“u.fil..\ﬁ43|_,|3J.3|3.53¢4§3:@3@_,l@3»53347

Aodio
S il 5 ) ST 4 oS S o il 0SS e Sl (i o)) SVl s by o &
Ky Ol 5 ol W3l s (528 Sodlaw 4 Ol 5 o0 457 el s ¢SS w0 5 il Ol o |y s
3 P (5358 OSSR 3l (ol 3550 9,3 syl (S ol ST 05 58T cpl 585 Cms 1L ST
b dlie oy bilad pdb ois SWILL ol IS5 01, 0T 5 Loz g b5 1 5T S g Hlgnl 53 Oladeas
35,5 Al Ay 8 5515 OT Sastlal Suly qly Saley A s Sty ool (6508 nl b 4
el § S35 Ol o3 on Jlez| 431Gl 5t 1y st (5T oKT

1) sl o ol gl ol g 5 Sl shaun ) a2y 1 51 ol il gy Sl 4T ol ) syl ool & 3

AL lsly tils iy g gs Ahedil 4 &S5 S 4 e aug do & L 51 2815 55 S e 2 Ol5 e 455

(ot 983031 Baasg > o
by o 53 o g 4y ol 3 A2 B 4 e 5 LT o 1) Ctliien (las S5 55 Soslam iy a5 (6l SO 55 shows )
OT o 6oy o 53¢ IS jsbas 5 lads o 5 09 5306y i 51Ol o a5 45 3515 5 o0 (S o (S ginr
A e 20 )l SIS S s et gl s el 5T Jra o s 4 S | (G
S OT 5 0LE el 28 Sad jia ys o ) e o (313 3 o |y Gl (Gslite) (6,505 o o
YVA Gl ) 0555 (S S0 78 53 5 (g 58 (S 5y oo 53 03,8 on ol OT sl K03 1 2 48 o
Oles ol ea s 5m 5 ol oK g S ibils o ol Culb 1y a3 o LMol s gawyl (V04V @ i TV o
a7 Gl 0T @il o oo e 5 e 1) (2l Lo €008V AL YASTY (2) (s oo Lo T il 6

A o 0len) (3l e i Al (5SS 5 ol oo S5 DLl sl 1 0T 7 2l 4 (el oo

Sl 5 55 53,8 o s SLE 55 Slale ol Lils e Cale (lyls 1y sl o 5 055 oS 6 Kles e
1ilis 5 ol 5555 o35 o ghna 5L 03N LS glate cpl it Oy (1 4 S 0 i (S S e
S a3 o ploil s 487 ST 0 5 sotta i o L Sl daza L 055 K0 2500 03 ST 45 Oles tizr o0
.(Mv,u,,mup‘om)m(t,,;\cw,;j&:;b;f-)lss@\a‘Wu@;w&p\

Jo s b Bl )5 s Cdlad Doslaw ) 1S 00 Oly e |y Soslaw 1 20 55 G a8 (g s sk
)@Pﬂ&poﬁ&\s”ukﬁx;&” LS uS sl (1A du ¥ o Oles) (el
03V (s |y s b L1 5 S8 oS 53 O 5 ns e 1y Clab B il o p5Y el ) 35



VE+ o Sl a geu B jlach ca g9 5 5 90 (3NN Co3els aalistins lodd] vy

1 =S 53537 sseb haie a1, 0T 33 ol o3 Lo 5 S od S sl s Sk SISl (2515 3 o
il ol Aol (il (03 15 OT 1l S go 5 oo 3 s 5 4 (5 ool dino gy 22 51 S
S50 55 DUl dan 530 g i 3 g e 5 s B W S e e e 53 5 e 3590 0

35 5l Blg e O 3,03 0,43 5 Sllae &5 4 3 3 oo ol S o LY b U PV o Oled) 3l
35 (P r € (AE e il i 93 Shls e 35 e LT e s 5 g e ey e 22 Ol
s 93 pl b blze sl (FA Lo cOles) (Gl Ao gy 3 5 3l (Slo3Il b oS oial i b (6 g 5 jor 5 3,0
WS g e (A L 5 i L 5315 LS Gl

SR e 90l a3 (Bly Gl ]y 05 (Jix 45 35 daled i 93 SI> ud Med B i

Ak gy 93 b Wb 8 cdudd (S 58 cul Bl s celbl n dgily & cunl Ul ol sl

O3 S Sl ajle (s Jlad (BN )50 9 5 peslion s |y e Sl o5 b 02

(VY 1 ¥R o olon) (plhiniugs 5 twd 03l (BUS] hlad g os CunS>

P85 L Chad K oS Sl 05V ol | oS Sl b BLH 3 s b Oslaw S

& o i s (1 3l A o sl b ST ST 53,8 a1y er ol st e oS IO 95 DS
(o 4 b g o SISLe 5 claslianos |03 5 51 (gole Cablge 3505 355 Sl dw s )30 13505 5 ol (5T
‘;\M,ﬂl)@\...,4;._5‘,\“>‘w;‘v;.;‘J:.«:dliﬁ\uj;j‘_;)bgblyjlub.(\\~?a4;3s9\f¢om)
S5 5 Sl bl pl 2315 O o 4 e Sl ez 1 W5 ki 4 sl il Cablse oyl il S
baib Cload 8 das e Ol @ Jleb s 55 aSST Jlo cJlab 6 5 s Jmiie 3550 2l 53 87 5 2l 5 0 5 oo
37 bl e Szl 6 5 ol aible 6 hoad Shiecblodd el 1y 0T 35 &l ki 3 Gy e o5
ColiS Clo2b 03 aSe e 55 4l 4 O3l b day ez 55 e (V-5 2 AL BY o cOlen) (il SIS
;ﬁycjbb)baj}ﬁ'(fwl?w@)s.cﬁw\é\&Q&MSM:QWUM;GAMSGA
e s S5 S Wl 2B ol b

355 ool aidy e ol 4 355 00 a5 Ol e Sl ol edd i ST (g (b

Aoy i 45 2980 G ob 9 djlo e JolS |y 395 ob i Clpdd wnd plodl dag cpyie 4
D o0 o b Gl Cdaidd {0 matin Cdiidd o Lo oS 1 amd pbil JolS 950 4 1) 295 ol
2 cdpdd g1 STASL Ulgs 083 plp 53 )il g slow oo 5 (93 50 w2 5 2Bl S Gl 353 o oS
395 old aibg vi g Al K5 03] 293 v 45 395 o amr (03] Cludd o ol i Ll das 30

MV 2 PY o len) S bl dsg e 4y

S b ol s oh JLS Lhods 45 Cowl ol o5La 1 ol 4 6o 5 okals Ole 55 dow gt 83907 a bty b



Yo ‘:Isesofuu)&é/a:a.\gu_“u.fil..\ﬁ43|_,|3J.3|3.53¢4§3:@3@_,l@3»53347

Ia\i;@O&r.w‘]a.wj»b-d;jbj\)ga\s‘ﬁjbﬁwcjbbj
oS gy e Lawg ol o (sl o g A B ob )15 3929 fleS g plii i lade po )
Olﬁpaimdlﬁdlgfﬁdjgw])lﬁdjdSCm;]OT&J&wjabﬂbég.wlokaw&olﬁcﬂ

MV Faan Y o pled) Cuns plod 5 S
\E jlgﬁ‘w\écj‘.\}‘éfiléb\'j‘f\uﬁjwl"j\' gf.?? SQ;@JJ\SWJJL»).\:-MJb
s e aelsl g el o (g3de oyt |y il (69 Ll
g Cawl Db e 03 Hlade 4y 1Ae S (gl S5 0,8 Clus e Wl 1y b (ol Canyd bowg 3> & Jg
Ol s S ed e ol Gl ]y e 25 e 4 13E (Solu 4y (35 Sl sl o5 die 5 jlade &
036 &S oS (sl g sl o5 )S05559 (yglee sl Al o5 b S T sl o i sl Sen ylade
ly by o g a0 jan iy by g L3NS pin o sl Caa cpl e obj Cusl 03,8 (559 4 g9y
L;j_pL&)JQ)\j)\};Q)\j)bb &Lﬂ(pﬂ))b}éw}lt Ls\o)j.ATQ\:a\aﬁ Ls‘j.Lw).\:-é)}aT
.:Jrgdbu@\);lk-\ﬁl_w..\il.gglk\jleii@ASL;K_.‘»@;‘_W\ o,\_.i,c.s-l_.»o'\'g',:fj:j\o,\{‘xfmb@
5ol cwl O)Hle uﬁ.:ﬁ)x;\ulcw slsh i 5 o (On Breaths) p3 280 0 bl Al ol
(Losin, 1987, p. 330) (< oS 4T 3 039531 5 sl 2l 0T 2alS”  2alS”
Ly by do 68 53 Ole s 4 wlow 340 53 dhea 31 550T 3 i 55 oyl slial O bYWl o g I
(U\N‘b\?.. upLQ;.E)@‘)b)\b@)&‘@)b)h’é)MJJQTﬂjbd‘ﬂbjbjML;:Q
‘L‘:—*“u{\‘g_s")u}%)f)-’u“L’.;Tu*'L‘):J:"’g_s;l—“sﬁCﬂ—“|°5}’)‘fj7‘J\:—M°jj‘Td‘LSM"@)U)-’
Lgb\b‘.‘aw)A:-ZJJATLSJLWJV\:{JAJLA“AJ‘&}‘-\Q’\)QT(:)’\M‘Q%)Jé‘f)w)bavu‘ﬂab‘f-c@')iwﬁ
@\)&“AL;:‘,{U?&i\s;walLg\au'zmléq-»:@j}QTw):)gJ\AJL;Z‘P‘-jEQTgojﬂw.LM\L;.,\Q-Q‘)}K.ZI
Sl § aen & 35l Ogjm o S22 She S s okt 0k Cama s 3y a0 aS 65,557 o Ol
b Sl 8 5 bl cloal 5 0393515 Slo)T Coni g &7 gy (SN o s Oles tiyllast 4 b _ands
{(Kant, 2008, p. 52) Cuuils g st 5 o158 5 oY, Lol 1, 0T o 38" (Exham, 1904, p: 112) &ils oo
OT 4B @ 03 s 3l 56 o, oS5 1T 2 5 05,8 ooyl 6l s HOT A8 5lie G 36 4 kd

Williams, 2006, pp- ) v:-@-v LQJLL{ LY \) QT Sl QT_)S.@; &S v\.:lbu.a a.,\ité ) Lg‘aj}nT b QT j‘":LfJ JJUJ{ ’L’)bjig"
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