CIPJ. Vol. 1, No. 1 (Spring 2021)

Curriculum and instruction perspective
journal (CIP))

University Of Tabriz Journal Homepage: cipj.tabrizu.ac.ir

Investigating the Challenges of Teaching Elementary School
Social Studies in Cyberspace

Katayoon Hamidizadeh™, Fatemeh Amirian®

! Farhangiyan university
2 Undergraduate student, Arak Farhangian University

Received: Accepted: | Published:

Corresponding author: k_hamidizadeh@sbu.ac.ir 2021/05/12 2021/10/05 © 2021/10/05

Abstract

Background and Objectives: The purpose of this study is to investigate the challenges of e-learning
in social studies in elementary school. For this purpose, qualitative study and phenomenological
method of description have been used.

Methods: Data were collected through semi-organized interviews and purposive sampling. The study
became saturated after interviewing 30 teachers in Markazi province.

Findings: In-depth analysis of the interviews led to the identification and categorization of 11
educational challenges, including: reduction of students 'group activities, lack of teachers' time to
teach social studies, reduction of attention to ethical, social and legal issues, increase of negative
emotions caused by quarantine. Decreased quality of assessment, lack of media literacy of teachers
in teaching social studies, unattractive educational content for students, diminishing importance of
social studies lessons, parental interventions, slow internet speed, heavy costs of buying internet
packages.

Conclusion: In addition to the main topics that addressed the challenges of teaching social studies in
cyberspace and the answers to the main research question, some other topics emerged from the
interviews that pointed to the opportunities for teaching social studies in cyberspace. Includes:
increasing the speed of information transfer, students 'interest in participating in teaching social
studies, increasing students' media literacy, achieving social goals outside the textbook.
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