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Abstract

"Dale" is a Turkish term literally means language. In fact, it is a tool which has
been used to hunt male quail in most parts of Azerbaijan since ancient times.
After thousands of years, residents of Alvares village in Ardabil province still
benefit from this indigenous knowledge and the Dale has special importance and
respect among the villagers as a quail hunting tool. This research is performed
through ethnography, along with direct and participatory observation, as well as
interviews in research field with the functional theory of Bronislav Malinowski.
The findings indicate that Dale hunting tool, among the residents of this village
is not only a symbol for bird hunting, but also the procedure of preparing and
making Dale requires special skill and art that the villagers specially view it as a
cultural and economic item rather than a hunting and entertainment tool. Their
cultural view to this tool is heritage and artistic which has made it valuable and
lasting. From an economic point of view, this tool is considered as a handicraft
of the people of Alvares, with which they boost their own family economy, albeit
briefly.
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