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Abstract

Regardless of what mentioned in the religious heritage of the Noble Qur'an and the
honorable hadiths about the personality of Imam Ali (A. S.) and histraits, all of which help
us to know his great persondity and unique characteristics, in Nahj al-Balagha, he
presented himself to others and tried to define his personality for them through both explicit
and implicit ways. By presenting in an explicit manner, he made use of the pronoun, the
noun, and the title; however, via the non-explicit method, he used mechanisms ranging
from simile, metaphor, metonymy, and nickname, which can be considered as one of the
most important pillars of presentation on the part of the Imam in Nahj al-Balagha.

The truth is that Imam Ali (A.S.) as much as he was keen on conveying the relevant
concepts, he was aso concerned with his method in this process. He is the owner of
linguistic wit as he delivers the relevant concepts in his correct speech style and with
contemplation and patience. In Nahj al-Balagha, he presented himself to others with
multiple mechanisms and technical strategies ranging from simile, metaphor, metonymy
and nickname. In fact, by employing such strategies, he added to his text a suggestive
dimension and gave it distinction and uniqueness. In light of the status of the forms of self-
presentation in Nahj al-Balagha and since this issue is of great importance in
comprehending the text, this study deals with its descriptive analytical approach, the

« Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Literature and
Foreign Languages, Kashan, Isfahan, Iran (Corresponding Author), najafi.ivaki @yahoo.com

«+ PhD student in the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, College of Literature and
Foreign Languages, Kashan, Isfahan, Iran, marziehkadkhodaie@yahoo.com

Date received: 19/09/2021, Date of acceptance: 06/12/2021

Copyright © 2010, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). Thisis an Open Access
article. Thiswork is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
To view acopy of thislicense, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send aletter to
Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.



Goa v eey izl o Cag ) of sael oYE Al cdede Y G Lads ST v

mechanisms that the Imam employed in presenting himself and treats the texts that he
introduced himself with histongue to others.

In light of the importance of knowing the Imam through his words and understanding
that knowing a person through his words is one of the most accurate ways to reach his
persondlity, this study deds with its descriptive and analytica approach the types of
strategies that the speaker employed when he wanted to introduce himself to othersin an
indirect way in the belief that the Imam is the eloquent who chooses the style. The
grammatical and rhetorician appropriate to the context or the place and the situation and
puts his words in the situation required by the meaning that he wants and the purpose that
leads, so studying the mechanisms used in presenting the soul and clarifying the locations
of their employment in Nahj al-Balagha and approaching the subject in this book improves
understanding of the recipient and helps him to comprehend the text and reveal new
linguistic circumstances. To obtain the intended purpose, we treat al the sermons,
messages, and wisdom found in Nahj al-Balagha from this perspective. The study attempts
to answer the two questions:

1. How did the Imam (peace be upon him) diversify the mechanisms of sdf-

presentation?

2. Which mechanism affected the psyche of the reader more than the other

mechanisms and why?

It is inferred that besides his interest in the direct method of presenting himself, he
focused special attention on the indirect method and was particularly aware to benefit from
any mechanism in any context, as the context played a pivota role in choosing the type of
mechanism.

Based on al of the above, it can be concluded that Imam Ali (A.S.), dthough in the
process of presenting oneself to others benefited from conscience and explicit knowledge,
yet he was not satisfied with both of them. The pillars of presentation on the part of the
Imam in Nahj al-Balagha, and by employing these strategies, he diversified in his graphic
style, increased the vitality and literariness of the text, and kept it away from using the
specia mechanism.

And the study leads us to conclude that the patterns of the mechanisms employed in the
presentation process differ according to the place, the addressee, and the subject, so it
becomes acceptable, and perhaps even a given, that the author of the text has mastered the
use of mechanisms, not only for verbal decoration, but to endow his style with timeless art
and to enjoy a distinct linguistic flair. ; Taking advantage of graphical strategies alowed
the speaker to activate the recipient’s imagination and strengthen the relationship between
the text and the recipients, and to diversify the style of the message he wanted to deliver to
the reader, and increase the expressive energy in clarifying the meaning, especialy in the
embodiment of extractive mental concepts; Benefiting from the studied mechanisms in
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Nahj al-Balaghah ended in bringing the meanings closer to the awareness of the recipient
and increased their clarity and determination.

Close reading and careful standing at the texts that came between the two covers of
Nahj al-Balagha made it possible for us that the Imam in the presentation process tends to
indirect expression, as we do not deviate from the path of truth if we say: employing
indirect expression is one of the likely and preferred method of the Imam (A.S.).

Considering the attributes and persondities employed by the Imam for himself in Nahj
al-Balagha, it can be found that he desires the process of presenting himself in a lot of
ways to embody rationa and abstract concepts; This trend presents the “similarity” with its
two types. the smple analogy and the advanced analogy (metaphor). It is a pivotal
mechanism affecting the reader’s psyche in presenting onesdlf, and it has a specia
effectivenessin accepting the intended meaning and determining it for the recipient.

Keywods. Imam Ali (A.S), Nahj al-Balagha, self-presentation, Abstraction, Analogy,
Metaphor, Objectivity.
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