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Abstract

In the Iranian Constitutional Revolution period, intellectuals played an important
role in the creation of changes in the society, and to some degree translation and
writing accomplished this mission. There has been much research concerning the
role of translation in transferring the contemporary modernity in the Iranian
Constitutional Revolution. Yet, the research has failed to offer a translational account
of this issue. To fill this gap, it is advisable to examine the issue of modernity from
a translation perspective, hence a cross-comparison of translations with original texts
can yield new insights. Drawing on Skopos theory and the discourse of modernity,
the present investigation attempts to examine modernity in Gil Blas, the novel by
Alain-René Lesage along with its translation by Habib Esfahani. The results of the
study suggest that despite the important role of translation in igniting some changes,
the translation failed to have a successful performance in complete and accurate
transfer of modernity ideas.
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3. Alain Rene Lesage
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- Other physicians make the science to consist of various
unintelligible branches; but 1 will shorten the road for you, and
dispense  with the drudgery of studying natural philosophy,
pharmacy, botany, and anatomy. Remember, my friend, that
bleeding and drinking warm water are the two grand principles; the
true secret of curing all the distempers incident to humanity. Yes,
this marvellous secret which | reveal to you, and which nature,
beyond the reach of my colleagues, has failed in rescuing from my
pen, is comprehended in these two articles -- namely, bleeding and
drenching. Here you have the sum total of my philosophy; you are
thoroughly bottomed in medicine, and may raise yourself to the
summit of fame on the shoulders of my long experience. (Smollet,
2009, p. 77)
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4. https://www.brainpickings.org/2016/02/16/newton-standing-on-the-shoulders-of-giants/
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- Ah, my son! pursued he with a mournful air, what a change in
practice within these few years! The whole honour and dignity of the
art is compromised. That mystery, by whose inscrutable decrees the
lives of men have in all ages been determined, is now laid open to the
rude, untutored gaze of blockheads, novices, and mountebanks. Facts
are stubborn things; and ere long the very stones will cry aloud against
the rascality of these new practitioners: lapides clamabunt! Why, sir,
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there are fellows in thistown, calling themselves physicians, who
drag their degraded persons at the currus triumphalis antimonii, or as
it should properly be translated, the cart's tail of antimony. Apostates
from the faith of Paracelsus, idolaters of filthy kermes, healers at
haphazard, who make all the science of medicine to consist in the
preparation and prescription of drugs. What a change have | to
announce to you! There is not onestone left upon another in the
whole structure which our great predecessors had raised. Bleeding in
the feet, for example, so rarely practised in better times, is now among
the fashionable follies of the day. That gentle, civilized system of
evacuation which prevailed under my auspices is subverted by the
reign of anarchy and emetics, of quackery and poison. there is no
deference to theauthority of ancient wisdom; our masters are laid upon
the shelf, and their axioms not one tittle the more regarded, forlbeing
delivered in languages as defunct as the subjects of their application.
(Smollet, 2009: 394-395)
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- That mystery, by whose inscrutable decrees the lives of men have in
all ages been determined, is now laid open to the rude, untutored gaze
of blockheads, novices, and mountebanks
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- There is no deference to the authority of ancient wisdom; our
masters are laid upon the shelf, and their axioms not one tittle the
more regarded.
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- There were at that moment two clever men by profession handling
an argument most pertinaciously, before ten or twelve auditors deeply
interested in the discussion. There was no occasion to join the circle,
because the metaphysical thunder of their logic made itself heard at a

1. Hakim
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more respectful distance: the heat and passion with which this abstract
controversy was managed made the two philosophers look little better
than madmen. A certain Eleazar used to cast out devils, by tying a ring
to the nose of the possessed; had these learned swine been ringed in
the same manner, how many little imps would have taken wing out of
their nostrils? Angels and ministers of grace defend us, said | to my
companion: what contortions of gesture, what extravagance of
elocution! One might as well argue with the town crier. How little do
we know our natural calling in society! Very true indeed, answered
he: you have read of Novius, the Roman pawnbroker, whose lungs
went as far beyond the rattle of chariot- wheels, as his conscience
beyond the rate of legal interest; the Novii must certainly have been
transplanted into Spain, and these fellows are lineal descendants. But
the hopeless part of the case is, that though our organs of sense are
deafened, our understandings are not invigorated at their expense.
(Smollet, 2009, 312)
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- The heat and passion with which this abstract controversy was
managed made the two philosophers look little better than madmen.
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- Angels and ministers of grace defend us, said | to my companion:
what contortions of gesture, what extravagance of elocution.
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- But the hopeless part of the case is, that though our organs of sense are
deafened, our understandings are not invigorated at their expense.
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- Now | will explainto you by a single instance the difference between
the elegance of our diction and the flatness of theirs. They would say,
for example, in plain terms, "Ballets incidental tothe piece are an
ornament to a play;" but in our mode of expression, we say more
exquisitely, "Ballets incidental to the piece are the very life and soul of
the play." Now observe the phrase; life and soul. Are you sensible how
glowing it is, at the sametime how descriptive, setting before you all the
motions of the dancers, as on anintellectual stage? | broke in upon my
reformer of language with a burst of laughter. Get alongwith you,
Fabricio, said I, you are a coxcomb of your own manufacture, with your
affected finery of phrase. (Smollet, 2009, 311)
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- Elegance of our diction, more exquisitely, glowing, descriptive,
manufacture, reformer, finery of phrase, flatness of theirs, in plain terms

w

o s ool s e 3l OLatiS i 5 (6l sk 35 elil 5,50 OLS 315
b o e S SLSS Ll el S Sl 5 0L 4 55 3Ll 5 S,
(Sl el weoslla) wsl bl 5 ase gslinl oLSS Al il 63, S eslis il
5 e 3l OLaiS g 55 9 hlie (gl iy 5 S 3 Sl (sl paSS
Slaas sai sl o e g S o LSt s pad Ol ey ador G S5 4 LS O
el et e Ly 5ol 5 SIS IS e sy s)lnlss ok
sl s b ped S Sl el U i ol dalsl 53 U5 a8 e 35 sy 5
TS o5l e 5 st ol OLeziS 3 eslinal 3550 O3 5 Oy 0 5

- Ballets incidental to the piece are an ornament to a play
Ballets incidental to the piece are the very life and soul of the

play
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- As for the magnificent promises which the Count of Olivarez threw in,
and among others that of keeping the machine of state in motion, by a
system of economy, without adding to the public burdens, they were
caught atwith avidity by the citizens at large, and considered as pledges
of an enlightened and patriotic policy, so that the whole city resounded
with the acclamation of panegyric and congratulation on the opening of
new prospects. The minister, delighted to have gained his end so easily,
which in that publication had only been to draw popularity upon
himself;, was now determined toseize the substance as well as catch at
the shadow, by an act of unguestionable creditwith the subject, and
high utility to the king's service. For that purpose, he had recourse to the
emperor Galba's contrivance, consisting in a forced regurgitation of
illgotten spoils  from individuals who had made large fortunes, hell and
their own consciences knew best how, in the superintendence of the
royal expenditure. When he had squeezed these spunges till they were
dry again, and had filled the Kking's cofferswith the drainings, he
undertook to render the reform permanent by abolishing all pensions,
not excepting his own, and curtailing the gratuities too frequently
bestowed on favourites out of the prince's privy purse. he charged me
with the composition of a new state paper.l began by laying it down as
a first maxim of political philosophy, that thevital functions, the
respiration as it were of all monarchy, depended on the strict
administration of the finances; that in our particular case that duty
became imperiously urgent, irresistibly impressing on our consciences;
and that the revenue should be considered as the nerves and sinews of
Spain, to hold her rivals in checkand keep her enemies in awe. After
this general declamation, | pointed out to the sovereign that by cutting
down all pensionsand perquisites dependent on the ordinary income, he
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would not thereby deprive himself of that truly royal pleasure, a
princely munificence towards those of hissubjects who had established
a fair claim to his favours. (Smollet, 2009, p. 474)
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- high utility to the king's service, the emperor Galba's contrivance, had
filled the king's cofferswith the drainings, abolishing all pensions, not
excepting his own

- keeping the machine of state in motion, a system of economy, without
adding to the public burdens, enlightened and patriotic policy, a first
maxim of political philosophy cutting down all pensionsand perquisites
dependent on the ordinary income, curtailing the gratuities too
frequently bestowed on favourites out of the prince's privy purse
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- a first maxim of political philosophy, that thevital functions, the
respiration as it were of all monarchy, depended on the strict
administration of the finances.
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