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Abstract

Population growth and housing demands have caused the cultural aspects of public spaces have been ignored in
modern housing. While urban spaces without the active participation of the people become less sustainable and
separated from social, cultural and economic functions. The need for additional space close to the apartments for
entertainment purposes creates an ongoing relationship with nature and expansion of the interior space functions
to the adjoining exterior. From another perspective, paying attention to open spaces is necessary as they are places
to establish social interaction and thus increase social security and create a sense of responsibility among residents.
The main objective of this study is to find a way for the appropriate design of open spaces in high-density residential
communities in order to promote a sense of place and community identity.

In the first phase of this research, documentary studies are used to understand the basic definitions and information
about the sense of place and its determinants. At this point, the collected data were analyzed by content analysis. In
the next step, the survey method and the Delphi technique are being applied to collect data. In this case, the purpose
was to reach twenty-eight participants in the panel. To qualify as experts the individuals were considered to be those
people who have substantial knowledge in the field of residential neighborhood planning and design. 28 experts
were invited from faculty members of Shahid Beheshti’s Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, and IUSt’s
School of Architecture and Environmental Design. The first part consisted of three demographic questions, about
age, gender and occupation. The remaining questions were classified into two categories: the physical and social
environment. Each category was divided into several groups. For the data analysis, descriptive and inferential
statistics were used with the software SPSS version 21.0.

According to the findings of the research, factors such as low-density of apartment, reduction in the height of
the side with better vision, the view into green space, constant and adequate lighting at night, developing a safe
walking route along the public spaces and the arrangement of the public spaces between blocks have a significant
impact on fostering a sense of place in a residential environment. Reduction in the height of the sides with a better
view is the most important factor in the design of a residential complex for promoting a sense of place. Thus, the
height of buildings can be reduced on the surroundings sides have a better view. Proper lighting and view into green
space are other important factors. Using interior yards or green areas can help to enhance a sense of place. Trees
or natural elements can be used in creating public spaces. The results show that the existence of natural elements
in open and semi-open spaces can create a sense of place effectively. Also, low-density residential neighborhoods
contribute to a positive sense of place in the complex. The existing routes around the site can provide pedestrian
access to the site. This access provides visual relations between inside and outside.

Keywords: Sense of place, Open public spaces, Natural elements, Social interactions.
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