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ABSTRACT

In the last decade of the 20th century, many socio-economic planners have identified tourism as a
safe way with a very clear vision for rural development, especially the most disadvantaged. As the
participation of local communities and decentralization is a long-standing planning authority, it is
used as one of the accepted principles in the urban development programs of developed countries.
Therefore, the aim of the present study is to identify and analyze the key factors and main drivers
on the acceptance of community-based tourism in rural settlements of Shirvan County. The
research method of this research is applied and based on its nature; it is descriptive-analytical. The
information has been collected by documentary and field methods. The questionnaire for extracting
key drivers affecting the formation of community-based tourism in rural settlements of Shirvan
county has been prepared in the form of a Micmac questionnaire and has been distributed and
completed among community members. 11 questionnaires were considered for rural experts and
relevant organs. Micmac software was used to analyze the data and structurally analyze the
effectiveness of each of the indicators affecting the formation of community-based tourism in rural
areas. The results showed that due to the high score of direct and indirect impact, 16 factors were
identified in 4 main groups of key drivers in the future of tourism development of rural settlements
of Shirvan county, which factors:(2+) Indirect (961+), overall visitor satisfaction of tourist
attractions and ranking according to the purpose of direct (2+) indirect visit (487+), diversity of
investors in the tourism sector and increase of non-governmental investments in direct village (1 +)
Indirect (513+), suitable tourism climate, the existence of beautiful, amazing and unique
landscapes and rich pastures and a variety of medicinal and edible plants, (1 +) indirect (297+) are
the most important factors.

Copyright©2022, Geography and Development. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original

work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract in the field of rural development have not been

successful. One of these strategies, which has

1- Introduction recently been implemented with more emphasis in

most countries, is the development of tourism in

oday, at the end of the twentieth rural areas. For this reason, tourism has been

century, rural development still considered by many countries as a strategy to

faces many  problems and generate income and benefit local communities. In
challenges, because past strategies this regard, community-based tourism (CBT) is

promoted as a way of development through which
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quality of life by foresight and scenario design, is
the development of the tourism industry.
Meanwhile, community-based tourism among
developing countries such as Iran, especially in
rural and remote areas, which face various
challenges and livelihoods and at the same time
attract tourists and have many natural and human
attractions, can be one of the important ways to
increase poverty and escape. People's participation
in the development activities of the society should
be considered. Accordingly, in the present study,
the following question arises: Which of the key
factors and main drivers are more effective on the
acceptance of community-based tourism in rural
settlements?

- Study Area

Shirvan city is one of the cities of North Khorasan
province, which is located in the northeast of the
province at a latitude of 37 degrees and 40 minutes
and a longitude of 57 degrees and 93 minutes with
an altitude of 1097 meters above sea level and an
area of 3789 square kilometers. It is bounded on the
north by the capital of Turkmenistan, Ashgabad, on
the south by Esfarayen, on the east by Farooj and on
the west by Bojnourd.

2- Materials and Methods

The research method in this paper is applied based
on the purpose and descriptive-analytical based on
the nature. In this study, data collection was by
documentary method (library resources, scientific
journals) and field (using a questionnaire). The
statistical population of the research is experts
related to the research topic. Questionnaires by
Islamic villages and councils of 5 sample villages
and experts of 5 relevant institutions including:
Shirvan city governorate, central districts, border
and Qoshkhaneh, Tourism and Cultural Heritage
Organization, Shirvan municipality and Ziarat
municipality —and  professors of  Ferdowsi
universities of Mashhad, Bojnourd and Islamic
Azad Shirvan branch was completed. Micmac
software was used to analyze the data and structural
analysis of the impact of each of the effective
indicators on the formation of community-based
tourism in rural settlements.

3- Results and Discussion

Using the quantitative futures research method and
using the structural equation model (Micmac), the
effectiveness or influence of the identified factors
was determined. Considering the dimensions of
empowerment matrices and economic facilities,

social participation and manpower quality, local
community development capacities (environmental /
physical) and institutional-managerial infrastructures,
their degree of filling is between 87 to 100%, which
shows that the selected factors have a great impact on
They are stacked. Out of a total of 328 measurable
relationships in these matrices, there are 38
relationships with a value of zero, which means that
the factors did not affect or were not influenced by
each other. Of the 32 relationships, their number was
one, meaning that they had little effect on each other;
There have been many key factors and they have
been very influential. Finally, there was no
relationship with the value of P, which indicates the
potential and indirect relationships of the factors. In
general, after examining each of the indicators and
extracting the key influential factors (direct and
indirect) of each of them, all the key influential
factors (direct and indirect) on the formation of
community-based tourism in rural settlements in
three indicators: empowerment and economic
facilities, social participation And the quality of
human resources, local community development
capacities (environmental/ physical) and
institutional- ~ managerial  infrastructures  are
presented.\

4- Conclusion

The last decade of the twentieth century Many
socio-economic planners have introduced tourism
as a safe method with a very clear vision for rural
development, especially the most deprived. As the
participation  of local communities and
decentralization is a long-term planning authority, it
is used as one of the accepted principles in suburban
development programs of developed countries. The
results indicate that the increase in income through
tourism-related activities and diversification of
investments in both the public and private sectors
creates opportunities to save part of the income,
along with increased participation in economic and
social activities of all groups. The rural community
will end up providing training for people to hold
exhibitions and festivals and efforts and cooperation
in the field of information and advertising to the
satisfaction of visitors to the tourist destination
despite the suitable climate and quality of the
ecosystem of the region. The existence of a positive
attitude towards tourism policies along with the
promotion of tourism culture in the region is
studied.

Keywords: Local community, Community-based
tourism, Drivers, Future study, Shirvan County.
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Potential indirect influence/dependence map
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