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Abstract

From an institutionalist point of view, political development is essentially
defined as the process of institutionalization of political power within the state
institution, an important criterion of which is the institutionalization of political
power acquisition. This paper studies the evolution of political development in
the Islamic Republic of Iran with respect to the institutionalization process of
political power acquisition, aiming to identify the difficulties inherent in this
dimension of political development in Iran. The content analysis of the data
collected through a documentary method shows that there are two major
difficulties in the institutionalization process of political power acquisition in
the Islamic Republic of Iran. One of the difficulties is linked to the continuing
dispute over the ‘identity’ of those who lay claim to power, which involves
debates over the identity of natural and legal persons, including political and
quasi-political groups. The second difficulty is related to the dispute over the
‘process’ of political power acquisition, including analyzing eligibility,
monitoring, and voting. Despite many obstacles to access various and valid
documents containing valuable data about these difficulties, the findings of the
study can provide powerful impetus for collecting more data and conducting
thorough research in future. They can also offer different perspectives for
finding more effective ways to cope with the difficulties and face the obstacles
inherent in the institutionalization of the process of political power acquisition.
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