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Investigating the Relationship between Sound and M eaning
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Abstract

Saussure's view of the arbitrary (or conventional) relationship between the signifier
(sound patterns/words) and the signified (meanings) has governed the mainstream
modern linguistics and been represented as a linguistic premise. However, by giving
counterexamples from a large variety of world languages, numerous studies have
questioned the Saussurean view since the late 1920s. These studies have
demonstrated that the relationships between the sound patterns and the meanings in
these counterexamples are “iconic” rather than arbitrary/conventional. By reviewing
a number of the mgjor studies, the present paper aims to evaluate the Saussurean
view and, finaly, to note in passing a very likely new approach to cognitive
phonology in terms of the concept of “ phonetic iconicity”.
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1. “Lelien unissant |le signifié est arbitraire, ou encore, puisgue nous entendons par signe le total
résultant de I'association d'un signifiant & un signifié, nou pouvons dire plus smplement: le

signelinguistique est arbitraire.”
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Once upon amidnight dreary, while | pondered, weak and weary,
Over many aquaint and curious volume of forgotten lore.
While | nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came atapping,
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.
“Tissomevisitor,” | muttered, tapping at my chamber door.

Only this and nothing more.

Ah, distinctly | remember it was in the bleak December,

And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor.
Eagerly | wished the morrow; vainly | had sought to borrow
From my books surcease of sorrow. sorrow for the lost Lenore.
For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore.

Nameless here for evermore.
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