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Abstract 

After the conquest of Lydia and its capital Sardis by Cyrus the Great in 547 BCE, 

almost all parts of Asia Minor, including Cilicia in southern Asia Minor, came under 

Persian rule. Although the syennesis dynasty, the rulers of Cilicia were able to 

maintain their hereditary sovereignty over this land to some extent as semi-

independent by helping Cyrus conquer Sardis, but the geopolitical and economic 

position of Cilicia caused the Achaemenids to pay special attention to this land from 

the very beginning.Because, being on the trade route, which on the one hand to 

connect the sea routes in the Mediterranean to the royal road and on the other hand 

that connected Asia Minor to northern Syria and the Mesopotamia, had made Cilicia 

a center of trade and played an important role in the economic development of the 

Achaemenid Empire.However, despite the position and economic importance of this 

land in the Achaemenid period, but so far no independent research has been done in 

this regard. Therefore, by looking at the geographical and geopolitical location of 

Cilicia, and using ancient historical reports and archaeological data and based on the 
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method of historical research in this study, an attempt has been made to examine the  

trade and economic status of Cilicia in the Achaemenid period. 
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  ,�-   �� � ,���.6 i��	�) ���
  *�!��G1392 :43  ��
7
�

 .(
1��� !   3	���  ! � �	��� ,������� �
��<- �	��/R F��B- ����S@!� ����O
� *���G�� ���0A5- 3���9
3�
��    ,�- �	�/R 8
- �� 8�!  ! �

�����
 � ���	� L!�;�� � 12	
    *#��r- 3!��� .���


@��6  ! L!�E ��5
 �� ��<��� �
<-     � ���T� �
�<- 8��!  ! � ���!� @!� �
7
�

 �� k�; 3
,- ��>�N� �� �	/R *�5�<>!	�   � �>	�� @���
� ,�O
  ! �
7
�

 F;!	� �� � �55
��  !    ��� ��6

      ��� ����G5� *���O
� ,9��N� 3!���) �55
 �.��R ��>	� � 12	
 3�
��(Arrian, 1983: 91; 

Kuhrt, 2007: 225,230; Briant, 2002: 308, 378-379, 499   @���6 ��
> ��
7
�

  ! . @!�  ! 3!
�5���,- ���� �� �� 3�9      ��
�- � @!� ����2 ,�O5-��9 �!��� #	�S '��.� �� �
7
�

 .�E�

�!8
- �� 8
� ,.�- ,S�/�    ��� ����� �	���!� ,O
�7O� �� .�	� ,�	��>� � �!���>�
- 3�9
 #�� �� ��>	�490,- ��KN � �	.> @��2 ,�	? �� �
I:!� 8�! '.)  �9��
> �	��  ,������ 3�

�� �0A5- 8�!  ! �!��!   �>�-��� �
�; �� ��>	� 3	�(Herodotus, 1890/V: 43, VI, 95, VII, 

77) .����� �
<-     1�2	
 3�
��� 4��w � ��
7
�
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� ,       ��� l��/��! 3!��� \n5�- �	�S ���
�
�-  ,- @��K��! ,9�O59��@�G���  ! � ��  .�	�� ,O5-��9 ,9�O59�� ,�M! 1�P�!���! 3�9

@!� �� ,����� F
�� ����!�! @��6 �	/R � ,7O? � ,����� 3�9   ��
7
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- ��� 8�!  ! ��
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��7- 8�����  ! ,7� �� 3�9   �� � ���T� 3!��� ,���
E!�X6     ,-��n> L��
�.R ,��; � ���>�N� 
�
�R         ��� �����! ��� ,�O
�GO� 3!��� ����	-�-  ! "� �
>���- *�>	.> 3!�� .�� F��/� ����!

    �	�? 3��9��
> ��
7
�

 �� '	� �	��!� �� � ��
 �.��R ��N��> �� �T>�  ! � �E� �
7
�


 ��
 #���! Z	<�! ��� �� ���� @!�  ! !�(Kuhrt, 2007: 225,230; Briant, 2002: 378-379)  .  

 

3/����
��� 
� 
������ 0�
-�1 0�1	�& .  

  ��� l	��- @�� @��K��! ��7- 3!�� '�> 1� �!	5R �� �
7
�

  ! �9�� ��O> �
 3�9!	� 8
��!
   ��
 ���! @�� �E�� 8
- �� 8�! �� ,G5�	> @���  ! 3��C� �-! .��! @�	� '.) \�O9 ��:

�
 @�59� ��O>8,- *#�r- �!	5I� .��! 8
- �� 8�! ��N�5��� � �
7
�

 ^���� ��	� ��  \
�>!�
'!�>  ��?!��� ���/> �� �T>� �� 8
� (Calik, 1997/1: 17; Poots, 2004: 106)      ,�>!��� ��� ��� �

        � ��-� �� �	���!��! |�52 ��� 1�2	
 3�
��� ,:��� ����! �r
! *����
.

 U�	� �
G��E
  LV����! �� ���� '�� 3������,��- ���-	7;�	>	
�����) ���>��
* 1388 :294 -295 8
��� .(

#�� 3�9  740 -732 �! ��>�� ,w�K- ��� 1� �� *�
> '.)      ��
h ��
7
�

 @��� '��> ,�	���!�
@��       ��� ����G5� *���O
� ,9��N� 3!��) ��!(Forbes 1983, 110; Steinherr, 1958: 97-102; 

Summers, 1993: 94 ) 3������� �� 8
��5�.9 .720  ����640���� ('.) 3�	���� '�� 8N�
�[�    @���<N ��� !� �
7
�

 ��
     *�
.��!) ��5
 ��B�- ����	��� ,���
E!�X6 31390 :79 m

Calik, 1997/1: 17-20(.  ���� *#�{
>���	���� ����� ���;����! ���
 !� ���
7
�

 @»�����3���� «
'�>   8.���
N) �� ����	�� ,��
E!�X6 @��<N  ! ,O�� �
7
�

 � ��
 �
�! !� ��!�* 1372 :
988�	� m  *,��1388 :150 -152 �	>	
���� m* 1388 :224 -225     ��
� ���
 ���� ���!�� .(

,��- ���
��� !� ��!���N 8���! ���
> (�	����) z	����
�) ���5
 *���7���	�	G1387 :56 -60 ���-! .(
��  559,���� ��� �� �
7
�

 '.)   ^����� 8��! �
> �
7
�

 �� @�� !�
� ,-!�� �/
�
 �
���E! �9

,- �
��� !� .�5
  	��

(KirŜu)   �!  ! ��
7
�

 �I�: ,� �!�
- �� ,-!�� �/
�
 �� �
 \9 ,-�>
   ̂ ����� �� �� ���7- 8��! ��! 8�! �G>�
� *��! @�� @��� '�>* :!   ,��B- @��� @��G�-�    '��> ���

	O=	��!  (AppuaŜu)  ��!�N � ��! @�	�   \
��; ��
�R �
7
�

 �� ��
���� ,-�n> �E�O
�  ! �9
 	O=	��! '�5� �
7
�

 ,�B-,- �/?  ��� ���G5� *��O
� ,9�N� 3!��) �59�(Rollinger, 2004: 4; 

Jursa, 2014: 138; Casabonne, 1996: 111-116; Beal, 1992: 65-67.   
�
>	/> �5A��  �w� �� *#�;�9 ��* @��� �
7
�

   F�
�� ��� �
>	/> .�	� F��� 3�	�!�{-!  ! 3!

>�- �
��! �!	- 8
-�� �� �	�? �� �7
�
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 �?!��� ��
7
�

 �� ��/>(Briant, 2002: 45) . ,���� �	s; 8����5�    *,��.�� �!���>��
- �� ��9
,- �
7
�

 8
- �� � ,:�� ,�	��>� �� �9��- �
.
�; '�R  ! ��O> *�
7
�

 � ���	�  .�����

,- �n> ��3�
� �
 "
��9 3 �- U? ���� �9��- � �9   ,�- !��6 \�9  ! !    U��<� o>��- *��5

 ��! @�� �
7
�

 �� �9��-(Wiesehöfer, 2009a: 169 ; Frye, 1965: 81).   

      ) ����� ���	�
 U��	� ,�O5-��9 ��-	7; F
7�O� ��529 -559   ! 3��
�<� *('.)
         ���.6  ! 1�2	
 3�
��� 4	�56 � ��>!����- z��� �� ���
���� �A��� �B� 3�9 8
- ��

 �O5-��9 @�A
� �B� �
7
�

     �- ��� ��6	� ��� .��>�-� �� ��
    *@��>�- ,:��� �9!	�� � ��!�
�� �n>  ,-   ,�- @�!�! ,>!��>�? U�	� ��-  8�! �� �
7
�

 �
 ���    '��5� ��
 ���» "
�<5=	� «

,- @�>!	? �>��(Wiesehöfer, 2009a: 169 ; Frye, 1965: 81)      ! ,>��>	� o���5- ,�?�� �� �

9 � ��! @�� �
<K� ,��� '�> 1� �!	5R �� ��  �!	�5R �� �!  ! L���»  ���
7
�

 @������ «

   ���! @���� '�>Kuhrt, 2007: 39) (Herodotus, 1890/V: 117, 42; Frye, 1965: 108; Nichols, 

2008: 189;.  
� Z� �
 ��
O5-��9 ,9�O59�� 3�
N F7� �� ��-  \9  ��� �A�� #�/>�� �
 �
> ���
� @�

����� � ��B�! �>	
� �� � ,>	�! @���6 3�9���      � ��
7
�

 ��O> ��E	- *�	�� ���>� �� ,���
 ���� �� �	? �A�� �B� !� �
7
�(Balcer, 1994: 248) .  Z� ��
 !� �
7
�

 L���9 ��KN ��

  ���W�� \w� �� 8
- �� 8�! \9  �/6	/.
 � ���	
 ,9�����  �!��� �� � �	� @��7> D�E
 ��!� "
<5=	� '�5� ,�0�<- �.
> 3!��>�-�E *��
���� �
.
�;(Herodotus, 1890/V: 117, 

42; Frye, 1965: 108)     *�7�� 4��q ���
�?! !�9�� �
    �� ������� ��� ���/�!  ,�O5-��9 ��9�
!�  �7� 3�� ������ �� 8�! .��!���
O5-��9 @��� �?!�! �� �
7
�

 3�9   �����.> ,�	? ��

   *,>��
�) ���! @��1344 :17 -19  ,�- ���KN .( � �	��     � Z� ��
 � ���	�
 8
�� ���/> �
�5�@   ����� ���
 �� Z� �
 8�E�N*   �- ,�O0> ��
7
�

     ����� ���	�
 3 ���
� �� !� ,�.

�K�!   �<- �� 8�E�N �!�: F
�� �� �
7
�

 .��
    �� ����� ��� ,�7.
 3��9��
> ���� �
  ��0
0;
,��-    ��.9 �� 8���!  ! 1��� ���9  ! �	��? �����.; ���� ���<>!	� !� 3���G�� ���<7� m����
,���  ���!�    3���- F-��� �
 ,7.
 3�9��
> .���� �9�  ,����� �   ,�.> *��>�	� ��9  �5��<>!	�

��             ��� ���	�
  ! 3�!��E�S ��� ���
7
�

 !���  *��55
 '!��R! ���
> Z� ��
 3!��� �R��
      ��
7
�

 ����S  ! ����� ��� ,�7.
 3�9��
> ��
�� @!� k
��� 8��� � �5��	
� ��
O5-��9

��- ��� �B�-  ! o>�- *,7.
 3�9��
> �
<- 8�<� �� ��
7
�

 � �� ��<�3 �9 ,����� �  ��9
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.�>�� Z� �
 �� �� �G��         �� ,�.�- +�0> !����! ���.9  ! ���>� i��-!��>!� ���KN ��� *8��
       ��>��
 ��K�! 1�2	
 3�
��� �� ,�O5-��9 ,9��O59�� '�7B��! � ���� ���	
 3 ��
�

i��-!���>!�)* 1389 :35 (Frye, 1965: 81;. ,���; ���KN ���� �� ���
> 8���!  ! +
��� �	��K>�N �
@���  ,�; ����	�� �
.
�;      ! ,�O�� ��� ��>�	� ��<>!	� �	? L��: ��! �� ��>�  �7
>�- 

   z��� �� ,��.�� Z��N!   ���.�:Luckenbill, 1973, vol. I: 795-812; Vol. II: 540-566; 

Imanpour, 2002-2003: 62)  *��55
 !�
� �A�� �>!����- z�� 3�9 8
- �� ,-�.� 8
5�.9 � (
��0- 3!�� !� �
7
�

 ��.
�; �n> �>�O> �E	-  ��55
 k�6 �	? �� ��- �	�� 	> �-	7; �� ��

(Xenophon, 1969: 77) .  
   �� ��
7
�

 �� "
�<5=	� �5>�- ,-	� ���!��>�-�E *Z� �
 �� ���� ���	
 3 ��
� ��
    � �5���!� '!���;! ���n�>! �	? F0�<- �
R��O- F
�� �� *���� @�� �5A�� �� �/<> ��I�

�6	� �� � �-! 8�!  ! ,9�N� �� �
> ���	
     �� ����� ���	�
 ��� �!�>�? 8�! �
 ,7.
 ��
��7> '!�R! 8
- �� 8�! �� ,�!���� *�5��!� Z� �
 �� ��/> (Georges, 2000: 11) *   ��� ���>� �-!

,- �!�? ��
���� @�����  ! 3���q o:!	- �� � �>�!�     .��>��7> ����� ,9��O59�� ��� 1.

 ! �� �
7
�

 �� ��
O5-��9 \
0�<- �
.
�; '�R ,E�S        ��
 �	�/> ��5I- 8��! ��� ���-  8��!

   ���-  �� ��
7
�

 � "
<5=	� @����� �9!	� .�>�	� ,q�! @�G��� �:�E �0A5- 8�! �� ��
����
  ,�- �� 8��! 8
� F��0�- '!��;! � l�/��! �G>�
� ���� ���	
     1�.
 *8��� �G���� .�����

 ? ���.
�; ��	
 �� QR�� o:!� �� ���
� �
�R ��	
 �� �
7
�

 �����>�-�E   8
�O
� �!��>�
    ��5
 ��0�! ���� '�0- �� 8
- �� 8�! �� !�(Briant, 2002: 64; Herodotus, 1890/V: 117, 43; 

Frye, 1965: 108)  V��.�;! *�
> ��- �� 3� ,O
�7O� �� � �
6	/.
 ��-� ��
 3��  ! "� .
:  �� �A�� ��
7
�

 ,9!�.9 ���� @P�� �� *�5��� @��
 ,9!�.9 !� 3� ��
7
�

 ����  � Z��/

��7-! �
6	/.
 U�	� ��- "{�   ��� ����G5� *��O
� ,9�N� 3!��) �	/> ��W�(Poolos, 2008: 

79;  Briant, 2012: 198; Baslez, 1985: 138-141; Murray,1988: 468-469; Burn, 1984: 218.   

  

4������� ��34�5 .  - ��� �� 
������ ����
�� /����
���  

,- ��!�N ,���� � 3�	�� o��5-      ��/��! #�/>��� ��
7
�

 �� �!���>��
- ����!��>�-�E �
 �59�
         ! ����!��>�-�E 8��! ��-���  ! ,�.�- +��� � ��>�	� 8�9� � @�0> ���I- 8
5�.9 � �!�!�E
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-�� �
7
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- ��  *�
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�� 	� ,5w 89� �5>�- �
��! �!	- 8
-�� �� @P���
7
�

 3���G56 ,9	/>! .�  ��

!�� 3(Trache)  �
,�O
 8�?�� �� ���	
� ��>� ��
 4	2 ,�- ���- �� �9   ,��O
 ��
�O5-��9 � �
���  3��9

,- �
7
�

 F;�� �� !� �	? ,G56    ,�- ��
.I� ��� � �5�?���  ��>��
(Briant, 2002: 45).  ��
     �! #	��B- � ��T5
 ��5>�- 3 ����O
 LV	�B- �
7
�

  '��5N � �   ,�>!�!�E ��� L�h �

�
�	�  ,- �� 8
- �� �� �,- #���! �G�� 3�9    *,�
�<
� ���	���) ���340 :107  ,��K�M .(
 ��� �5>�- Z	��� ��� �� �
»���� � �5.���C «@�!� �/<>   � 3�����:! +�0> �� !��7�� �>!

,- @���! �� 3��T�       ,>��N� �� 3�9���� ��� ~��O- �	�A� ��
7
�

 ,�;�� 3�9��� .�5

 ,E��I-,- ��O> ��5�! � �>�	� @��� �
7
�

 �
 �9�     *L!���E \��- ��
�<� L���T� �A�!� �

    *�
.��!) ���! @�	�� ���T� � ��>�N� �� �6	� ��	- @�!	.91390 :79   �
�<- �� ��
7
�

 .(
@!�       ���!�� �� l��0> ��G�� � Z����  ! ��
 �	� ��E�N �!�: ,9�O59��! ,�M! ,>�N� �� 3�9

- � 4�w �� ,O5-��9 ,9�O59��,- �>!����     3!��� 3���/>! ��
7
�

 ,�;��� 3�9��� *�5�E�
     3!��� ��
>� l��0> ��G��  ! �
 �	� @�� ,��9V�
 ��� ��!� 3!�� @P�� ,>�7- � ��
���� �:�h�

,- #���! ��>	� �� �� "7R � Z��� ��(Briant, 2002: 377-378). 

  - �� F;���� ���
 �	��� ,�;���� 3����� ���
7
�
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��5�.9 ����T� ����� � �!� ���
�  �
,>�>�N� ��       ,�- L���T� 3!��� ��
>� ���!��  ! �
 �	�     ��T5�! �� !� �	�? 3��9V�
 � ��>�-�

�R�q  ,-           ,9��O59�� ,-��n> 3���
>  ! ,�O�� ��!��� � 8
-��� m��G�� 3	��  ! .��>��

  �	�6� �G>�
� *�
7
�

 )!���� 3	�  ! ��>� ��.��� �?!��� � ��
7
�

 3	�  ! ,O5-��9

   � @���G��6 � �!�!����E L����C  @��� �� ���
7
�

 3������:! ���
.9! �	��� ��
��O5-��9 3 
(Herodotus, 1890/V: 43, VI, 100, VII, 159)  ��
7
�

 �! ����� ,7��
E �	s; �� @�[R . 3!

+
� ��   � 3��0> �!�? �?!��� �� ��>�  *,6��? � ,�?!� ��5.�� �� ��
O5-��9 3�9��/> ��
 !� ,O5-��9 ��9�� �
> 3����:! �n>  ! *3�0>�
w ,�- ���.;    ��
7
�

 ����!��>�-�E .��>��


��   ,�- #����! ,���!�9 @����� �� ���C ����0- �� � \n5- �	S ��>��
.(Frye, 1965: 108)    ���>�
 m�!�0- 8�!  !) @�0> �V�� ��>�� F-�� 3�0> �!�? �� @�[R140      �����- 3!��� @��0> �V���

      *��
7
�

 �� �0��<- '��n> @�!	�� 3�!���G>360   �� ��� �V���   ,�- #����! ���� (���* ��   ��9
360  k�! ,- ,O5-��9 ����� 3!�� �
> �
K� �>�����E(Herodotus, 1890/III: 90,91)  

        @���G> |5�� �� *�
.��! � ��K�<��9  L����n> ��
��� ��� *�!�G�O9�P�  ! ,?��  3��9
o�q  @��.� �!�E! *�>!���� ��
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 !�    3!��� ��5�� 3��9
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�,- ���9 @�O59��
7
�

 !� �>���,- 3!  ��>!�(Lincoln, 2007: 75-78; Curtis, 2003:4)*   ���	N
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 ���	�
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