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Khajeh Ahmad Kasani Dehbidi: Politics in Sheikh Sufi’s Ideas and

Practice*
Dr. Ali Aramjoo, PhD in History and Civilization of Islamic Nations, University of
Tehran
Abstract
The distinct atmosphere characterizing Mongoi rule did the groundwork for a shift in
the informal belief systems such as Sufism in the vast territory of Iran. This
atmosphere paved the way for the rise of Sufism from poiiticai isolation, and the
emergence of various sects, which consequently provoked a revisiting of Sufi thoughts
on poiiticai and social activism .
Nagshbandi, which was founded in the ninth century AH thanks to the efforts of
sheikhs such as Khajeh Obaidullah Ahrar in northeastern Iran, underwent changes,
developed and persisted during the Sheibanian period under the theoretical and
practical contributions of Khajeh Ahmad Kasani. The present study explores the
distinctive political approach of Kasani and the main determinants of his approach.
Informed by the findings of this study, the rivalry and antagonism of religious
scholars toward Sufism in the first half of Sheibani rule, the modification of
Sheibanian’s reiigious poiicy in the second half and the rivairy of Naqshbandi sheikhs
for ieadership foiiowing the coiiapse of the Timurids urged Kasani to change the
conventional belief system of Sheibanian. The position that Kasani ascribed to the
advocacy of Khan in the Sufi tradition was radicaliy different from the traditional and
cautionary view of the Naqshbandi sheikhs. The assignment of an ijtihad role to the
Sufi sheikhs, the spiritual status of the khan, as well as the redefinition of the

Khajegan’s tradition were among other changes introduced by Kasani.

Keywords: Transoxiana, Sheibanian, Nagshbandieh, Political Ideas, Khajeh Ahmad

Kasani

1. Original Research
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2. Jurgen Paul, “The Khwajagan at Herat During Shahrukh's Reign”, Afghanistan s Islam. From Conversion to the Taliban,
edited by Nile Green (California Press: 2017): 230-245.
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1. Victoria Gardner, The written representations of a central Asian Sufi shaykh. Ahmad ibn Mawlana Jalal Al-Din Khwajagi
Kasani Makhdum- i- Azam, Ph.D. diss. (University of Michigan: 2006).

2. Alexandre Papas, “Cheikhs et sultans en Asie centrale au XVIe si€cle: Une analyse de la Risala-yi tanbih al-salain
d'Ahmad Kasanl Dahbidl”, I autorite religieuse et ses limites en terres d islam. Approches historiques et anthropologique,
edited by N. Clayer, A. Papas et B. Fliche, (Brill: 2013): 11-31.

3. Bakhtyar Babadzanov, “Biographies of Makhdum-i A ‘zam al-Kasani al-Dahbidi, Shaykh of the Sixteenth-Century
Nagshbandi,” Manuscripta Orientalia 5, 2 (1999): 3-8; "Mukhammad Kazi," Islam na territorii byvshei Rossiiskoi imperii,
Entsiklopedicheskii slorar, ed. S. M. Prozorov (Moscow: Izdatel skaya Firma "Voslochnaya literatura’, RAN, 1998).

4. Idem, “Zahir al-Din Muhammad Mirza Babur et les Shaykh Nagshbandi de Transoxiane,” Cahiers d Asie Central 1.2
(1996):219-226.
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1. Florian Schwarz, Unser Weg schliefSt tausend Wege ein: Derwische und Gesellschaft im islamischen Mittelasien im 16.
Jahrhundert (Berlin: 2000).
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