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A Study on the Conditions and Works of an Anonymous Hurufi Treatise
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Abstract

One of the main sources in the research done by Iranian and Turkish orientalists and
scholars about the Hurufiya Sect and the thoughts of the head of this Sect, Mirza Fazlullah
Estarabadi, is a treatise called "Khabnameh". Its author is Nasrullah Ibn Hassan Nafji,
Fazlll>>>> 1l 1 a caaaaee gggggg vyyyy laama ITITIT TCCCaaaaaxxx
Hurufiya Sect is a text called "Makhzan al-Romuz™ written by the same author in AYe AH.
These two texts are important sources for understanding the thoughts and teachings of the
Hurufiya Sect. To this day, no information is available about this author and wherever his
name has been mentioned, he has been known by his "Khabnameh". In this research, the
manuscripts of these two important texts were introduced. Their copies are kept in libraries
outside Iran: "Khabnameh" in Vatican Library and "Makhzan al-Romuz™ in Rumi Library and
Museum in Konya. In this study, in addition to introducing the two mentioned texts, we dealt
with Nasrullah lbn Hassan Nafji and his birthplace, while his name was found not to be
mentioned in historical sources. In fact, we considered the various information that this
reporter had provided in the field of geographical and social issues.

Keywords:
aacc aa aa yyyw Sec zzzza Fazlll aalili aaa aaa
Makhzan al-Romuz

Introduction
Helmut Ritter, a German orientalist (1971- 1892), took the first scientific look at this
mysterious and unknown Sect of Iranian Sufism in the middle of the 20" century with the

ail "eee Begiiil gg rrr yyyy Sec  Rttrrr' il 1 ggggg@cagggggog
Turkish manuscripts by examining several Persian, Arabic, and Turkish manuscripts related

to the letters revealed the secrets of this Sect. With his scientific report, he clarified the
formation, growth, struggles, defeat, and migration of the Hurufiya Sect from Iran to the
present-day Turkey.

Research method

With a descriptive-analytical approach, this research sought to introduce one of the
eeeeeee@ TIITITITT tttt yyy rrr yyyg Sec a eella aa aa
place of birth and the way of communication with his works, andpoint out the errors occurred
in recognizing him. For this purpose, two manuscripts relatedt to this author were obtained
from two famous libraries, one in theVatican and the other in Turkey. While studying them,
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attention was paid to the role of the author of these two books in fertilization of the Hurufiya
movement.

Discussion

The Hurufiya Sect, who considered themselves "Ahl al-Haqqg" or "Ahl al-Hagigah", were
the followers of "Fazlullah Na'imi Estarabadi" (740- 796), who innovated this religion during
the time of Amir Timur. He, who knew himself the follower of the mentioned religion from
the dynasty of Sadat Alavi, was the son of Abu Mohammad Tabrizi and believed that all
rrrrrrrree eeaacee a rrrre aa a eecee eeeyyrrrrrrrBerrre Fazlll o aa ... rrrrr raa
the belief in the mysteries of letters and numbers, especially among the Eastern nations and
eeeeeeeeee 1iilll 1 aaaaaaama a ggggtttt yyya eece tteiii  Fazlll  aaiiii
conveyed many of his teachings to his followers in the language of poetry. He was relatively
good at composing poetry. His Divan, including sonnets and Masnavi Arshnameh, has
recently been published by Afshar Publishers.

Research results

Nasrullah ibn Hassan Nafji was one of the companions of Fazlullah Estarabadi, the head of
the Hurufiya Sect. Nasrullah met Fazlullah in Isfahan in his youth. He, who was always with
Fazl, wrote a small book called "Khabnameh". The interpretation of Fazl’s dreams could be
seen in this booklet. A large group of people in Isfahan, Fazl's companions and even his deniers,
used to tell him their dreams in order to find out the truth about Fazl's words. Relying on their
innate knowledge of psychology and telepathy, Fazl interpreted their dreams and this surprised
everyone. Nasrullah had another book entitled "Makhzan al-Romuz". This book is kept in Rumi
Library and Museum in Konya. In "Makhzan al-Romuz", a poetic report on Fazlullah Harufi’s
religion was found. Alphabet interpreters believed in the hidden meanings of letters. They
believed that words and letters were each a sign from God and it was necessary to know these
signs. Fazlullah Harufi, who was born in 740 AH, invited Timur to join his new religion during
the reign of Timur Lang. Timur did not like this and ordered to kill Fazl. Miran Shah, the son of
Timur, executed Fazl in796 AH. After this incident, the Hurufiya Sect became hostile to the
Timurid rule and many of them were killed along the way. Many Hurufiya followers migrated
to Anatolia in Turkey where they could preach their religion. Many texts related to the Hurufiya
Sect were written in Anatolian and Turkish. After merging with other Sects, the Hurufiya Sect
was divided and continued to live as the Bektashi Sect.
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