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Abstract: 

Preserving territorial integrity is one of the vital ideas of any governments. As the Safavid 

dynasty took power in Iran, Iran's territorial integrity, which had previously been seriously 

threatened by domestic and foreign claimants, …. To consolidate their sovereignty, the 

Safavid rulers needed to define and solidify the elements that highlighted their differences 

from other countries, while establishing internal unity based on shared characteristics. In their 

sub-discourses, they introduced their value system, which included Shiism and Iranian 

nationality with several provinces within their territories, redefined another concept, and 

presented a way of survival based on other concepts by emphasizing differences in religion, 

nationality, language, culture, and so on. Accordingly, by employing discourse analysis from 

Ruth Wodak's perspective and focusing on the two basic notions of "self versus the other" and 

"survival," the present study aimed to analyze Iran's territorial integrity during this period and 

examine the features of this discourse. 

 

Introduction 

Following the fall of the Ilkhanate dynasty in Iran, the emergence of local centers of power 

and their conflicts triggered a period of internal political strife. Then, each local power had a 

political control over a portion of Iran and there was an internal strife among them over 

territorial expansion. With the conquest of Iran, Timur emerged as the most powerful ruler 

under such circumstances. After his death, other local powers were able to reclaim some of 

their lost lands. In fact, despite the occasional rise of powerful rulers, political dispersal, 

internal strife, and external threats were the hallmarks of Iran from the Timurid period to the 
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advent of the Safavids. Numerous centers of political power, as well as rivalry and differences 

among them, made the Ottomans a very dangerous rival.  

Although the AqQoyunlus ruled in Iran, they were plagued by internal unrest and foreign 

disputes. Despite strong rivals, such as the Ottomans, whose rule was based on land 

development and acquisition of neighboring lands, a certain level of political concentration 

and social cohesion was required to enable the formation of resistance fronts against foreign 

conflicts. The Moghul Empire had political conflicts with Iran in northern Uzbekistan and 

eastern Iran, particularly over important regions like Kandahar. The Ottomans staked claims 

and occasionally attacked Iranian borders in western Iran as well. The dispersion of local 

powers combined with the insecurity of the central government made political changes more 

necessary and critical.   

The Safavid dynasty seized power in Iran when, in addition to the regional centers of 

power, such as the Ottomans, Uzbeks, and the Mongols of India (the Mongol Empire), who 

were Sunnis and occasionally attacked Iranian borders under the guise of expanding their 

borders, several other factors contributed to Iran's unstable position. Intellectual and 

technological changes, such as geographical explorations, new trade routes, and willingness 

of European countries to engage with Asian countries, all had an impact on the West's and 

East's actions. Despite the dispersal of political power and weakness of Iran's rulers, the desire 

to develop regional powers and European trade motives could pose a serious threat to Iran's 

territorial integrity. In such a historical context, the Iranians' primary concern was political 

unity and preservation of territorial integrity. After seizing power, the Safavids gradually 

defined and implemented certain concepts to strengthen their position and, of course, preserve 

Iran's integrity. The first step in doing so was to internalize values in the society to properly 

set the border between "us" as Shiite Iranians living within Iran's geographical borders and 

other religions, nationalities, and governments and redefine a new identity for the people 

against the "other", based on which some solutions could be achieved to maintain and 

preserve Iran’s unity and territorial integrity besides ensuring the survival of the dynasty and 

independence of the country. 

In general, this study examined the Safavids' political discourse in terms of ensuring the 

country's border security and territorial integrity given the profound changes it wrought in the 

country's history and future and even its current situation. The reason for this was that the 

Safavids established some patterns and norms in governance that were later replicated to form 

an important part of Iran's territorial identity as a value system of Iranian society. In terms of 

the concepts used in this research, the study focused on Iran's unity, identity, and borders. 

However, the present research attempted to present a methodical analysis using Ruth Wodak's 

discourse analysis and apply the theory of history as it was possible to use history for 

generalizing or analyzing the present and future times by re-examining it through analytical 

approaches.  
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Materials & Methods  

The current study was based on the historical sources of the Safavid period, while adopting 

the theoretical framework of Ruth Wodak’s discourse analysis, which had a strong potential 

for reinterpreting Safavid Iran's historical events besides describing the related text and 

contexts.  

 

Discussion of Results & Conclusion 

The purpose of this research was to examine the Safavids' generated concepts of Iran's 

territorial integrity and answer the question of what notions they used in their discourse to 

protect the country's territorial integrity or what concepts they defined following their goals 

and what effects this had on the development and consolidation of the country's existence. 

Based on what was said, it seemed that the Safavid dynasty effectively utilized identity 

elements, such as religion and nationality, to produce concepts and unity. By emphasizing 

their own and others' differences, they established a kind of border between Iran and Iranians 

under the rule of Shiite Safavid and non-Iranian infidels to Shiites in the geographical areas 

other than Iran. Internalization of these values occurred as long as governance in discourse 

and performance was faithful to these concepts. However, the legitimacy of the dynasty and 

territorial integrity of the country were gradually weakened and damaged by the rulers’ bias 

every now and then. 
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