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The Effects of Reuse of Historic Buildings on Regeneration
of Historic Fabrics of Kashan
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Abstract

Altering existing buildings for new functions is not a new phenomenon. During the
Renaissance period, for instance, monuments from ancient times were transformed for
new usages. During the French Revolution (18" century), religious buildings have been
used for industrial functions or military uses after they had been confiscated and sold.
In addition, during the last few decades in Western Europe, the task of re-using and
enhancing the existing resources has been perceived as central to the task of regeneration.

This new wave produced a sense of connection and synergy etween regeneration and
conservation efforts. During this period, the role of historic buildings and structures has
increasingly become important in many regeneration projects.

In recent decade, the strategy of altering the use of old buildings have increasingly been
developed in Iran; especially, in Kashan this strategy has abundantly applied.

The main objective of this research is to evaluate the impact of implementing this
strategy on physical regeneration in which 5 criteria were selected for analysis. The study
was based on a descriptive-analytical and survey methods. After reading library resources,
data were collected using questionnaires, in-depth interviews and observations and then
were analyzed.

The results demonstrate that reuse of historic buildings in historical fabric of Kashan
effectively improve the physical aspects including: increasing repair of historic buildings,
increasing reconstruction and renewal of historic fabrics, improving the appearance of old
area, reducing environmental pollution, due to historical and cultural values and efforts
to protect them more.

Keywords: Kashan, Regeneration, Reuse, Traditional hotel
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