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The Pathology of Folklore “Generals” Textbooks
in Iran

Fereshteh Aliani*!, Moharram Rezayati Kishekhaleh?, Reza
Cheraghi?®

Research Background

There has not been any independent research in the field of folklore
culture and literature 'Generals' textbooks. It is possible of course that
some studies limited to some aspects are presented in different
seminars and plans. However, an article titled “The Pathology of
Folklore Literature Theses in Iran” by Aliani, Rezayati, and Cheraghi
(2020) is the only independent work in the field of folklore literature
criticism.

Goals, Questions, and Hypotheses

It is believed that one of the main fundamental studies of folklore
literature during the last century in three research periods is ‘Generals'.
This type of textbook should include precise idea, subject focus,
useful information, etc. and in general provide convincing ideas to
obtain the educational and research goals of folklore literature. For
this reason, the current study analyzes five prominent 'Generals' in the
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field. These textbooks are generally academic ones and deal with
several subjects in the field of folklore literature.

The goal of this research is to better understand the 'Generals’
textbooks' subjects, dealing with their strengths and weaknesses. The
results of the study allow the researchers to have an informed selection
of the sources for studying the principles of this field. It also helps the
authors to improve the structures and quality of the textbooks and pay
attention to the ignored issues.

This article aims to answer the following questions: Is there any
coherency in the formal structure of these textbooks? Is enough
attention paid to the research background, main figures, and
orientalists of the field? Are sources considered to be updated and
balanced? Are theories related to folklore literature field included? Is
there any relation between the theoretical structures and different
sections of the textbooks?

Main Discussion

'Generals' textbooks are divided into literary and cultural works.
Folklore culture textbooks are multidimensional and provide lots of
information. Although these textbooks are functional and very much
favored by students and researchers for their educational and research
aspects, they also have many problems. For example, the succession
process is observed in the early chapters of the textbooks to be written
before 70s. The discussions start from general issues and meanings of
culture, definition of folklore, its scope, different aspects and their
importance, a short background, etc. Then, folklore culture is
described as the subcategory of the field (see Bolokbashi, 1977, p. 2;
Beihaghi, 1986, p. 9). But authors of the recent textbooks do not make
the novice researchers of folklore culture familiar with the principles
and general issues of this field and do not present a logical progression
of the discussions. Theoretically, “Folklore Culture” textbook, for
example, is the only textbook that has dedicated a chapter to discuss
folklore culture theories (see Tamimdari, 2017, pp. 37-47). The rest do
not make any direct reference to the theories. There is no source
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balance in the textbooks as well. Orientalists as the first researchers of
folklore culture are briefly mentioned. The textbooks do not have a
well-designed research method. The textbooks do not have subject
generality and only “Folklore Culture” has dealt with different
subjects.

Conclusion

Generally, the textbooks do not have any specific objective for their
structure. They do not have any detailed index and unfolding
introduction that provide the reader with some practical information
about the book. They do not have research method and precise
classification. The beginnings of chapters do not start with a setup.
These textbooks lack inter-textual elements and precise evaluation
required for educational textbooks. They are not uniformed in terms of
calligraphy and style. Two of the studied textbooks have the word
‘folklore’ in their titles but the Persian equivalent is not provided. As
for the content, the textbooks do not have a precise logical
progression. The authors are sometimes biased in presenting subjects,
and considering their knowledge and preferences, they have presented
some matters with more emphasis and length. None of these textbooks
have paid attention to the research design and data collection.
Attention has not been paid to theories and their application in
different aspects of folklore culture. The subjects lack analysis, and
their presentation is mostly descriptive and knowledge-based.
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