
 

 

Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences, 

Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Monthly Journal, Vol. 21, No. 10, Winter 2021-2022, 241-263 

Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2021.36167.2226 

A Critical Evaluation of Reading Comprehension Questions 

in English for Academic Purposes Textbooks: 

Old versus New Generation 

Mavadat Saidi
*
 

Soheila Nasiri
**

 

Abstract 

English for academic purposes materials primarily focus on developing and 

enhancing the university students’ reading skills. The current study aimed to 

evaluate and compare the reading comprehension questions in the old and new 

generations of EAP textbooks published by SAMT. To this end, the reading 

comprehension questions in ten EAP textbooks (five old and five new) were 

identified and categorized in light of Freeman’s (2014) taxonomy. The results 

indicated that almost half of the questions were related to the Content category in the 

old textbooks while the highest frequency in the new ones belonged to the Language 

questions. Moreover, Lexical and Implicit comprehension types were the most 

frequent questions in both old and new textbooks. With regard to the Affect 

category, the evaluation type was the most common one. The results of Chi-square 

tests also revealed a significant difference between old and new EAP textbooks in 

terms of the frequency of content and language questions while no significant 
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difference was found considering the effect questions. The findings of the current 

study carry pedagogical implications for EAP course design and material 

development.  

Keywords: Textbook Evaluation, Freeman’s (2014) Taxonomy, English for 

Academic Purposes, Reading Comprehension Questions, EAP Textbooks. 
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�� (��H
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E����1��� ���. ����� �W
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��� ��� ��
���� �. �����  �� L�*� � �
[0��� �	 ���� #� 2*f ��

���E �	 � *E QM; ���8N �
	# ($
%)�(��  ���� �� 
���W ��. $�     
�	 ��!!"� �
�	# $
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          �5�;� o
�� ��. ����; ��7��� �
�	# 
�	 :P� �� n*H
�M� � 
��5*H
�? #� $ �3
	 r��� $

 &���
M8% � ��
'�) ��
��W �%
[0���2016  .(  

 $� 	 �5��  % �3��� ���8� �� 	k"0�  Q��x �� n�5"� �3��� �
*� ��
F� ��;
��; �Z���.���  

1 j�� &�8��9 �
�W &(�
M;W) ��5+� .1 �+FX &4  
What is a notational scheme? 

2 j�� &�8��9 ��eS� &(��8') ��5+� .5 �+FX &63  
How can our body synthesize glucose? 

3 j�� &���7 ��eS� &(�T
P�5��) ��5+� .10 �+FX &144 

Decide if each word/phrase is related to input, process or output in nutrition policy-
making. 

- food assistance program  - food production -… 
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4 j�� &�8��9 ������ &($�SH) �
	# .9 �+FX &151 

Match the words in Column A with their appropriate equivalents in Column B. there 
are more options in Column B than required.  

5 j�� &���7 ������ &(��/� �%��
�#
�) �
	# .5 �+FX &71 

Use the information in Reading 1 and complete the table. 
6 j�� &���7 ������ &($�
5�
�) �
	# .5 �+FX &74 

In the following sentences, choose the correct verb forms. 
7�FT
N  *U
� .  j�� &�8��9 ������ &(�	
�#��)9 �+FX &150   

How do you explain constraints?  
�N�8/� �# �
*� ��  $��SH 2��� 
	 :P� � �3��� &
��� ��� � ������ �3��� $
%

)٪37/34) ��8��' ��� � (٪56/33K����� (����� =� ��� ���!!"� �
��	# $
���	
5. �� �3
�8��9    .����	 

8 j�� &q 	 &$�SH 2��� .6 �+FX &81  
……………. is a branch of science and engineering based on the motion of electrons 

in a wide variety of materials and under many different conditions.  

a) electricity  b) electron conduction c) electronics  d) 
physics 

9 j�� &�
�W &��8' ��� .1 �+FX &12   
Summation rules classify the relationship between ………. 

a) A set of X scores b) A set of X scores squared only 

c) Sets of X scores and Y scores only d) One and more than one set of scores 

 V�� =*8% &�	
0� ��T �	 3����  :$��SH) �٪15/46  :��8�' &٪63/21�� (  4
�5.   $
�%
  .��5;�� �� ����� ? ��L*� =� 50*	 L*� ���7 �!!"� �
	#  

10 j�� &��eS� &$�SH .10 �+FX &145  
Choose the correct word from the antonym pairs. 

11 j�� &������ &��8' .5 $ �+FX &74 

Which of following is not among the advantages of new technologies? 

accessing details from a central database 

placing orders on the spot 

staff going to office to update their records 

entering information into the system formation location 
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. &�	
�#�� .4 �+FX &49  
Do you think marketing managers forecast their sales? Explain. 

13 &�	
�#�� .������  j�� &���75 �+FX &79 

Compare and contrast fiber-optic cables with copper-wire technology. 
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