Women's Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 12, No. 3, Autumn 2021, 191-221

Corona Crisis and the Need for Gender-based Legislation:

Support Abused Women by Recognizing
"Loss of Control Defense"
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Abstract

The psychological pressures of the Corona Pandemic have exposed significant
numbers of women in all countries to more forms of domestic violence.This
violence, by causing psychological damage and perceptual, biological and
behavioral problems, and consequently weaken resilience, leads to special mental
conditions in these women that increase the likelihood of criminal behavior in the
abused person. However, the perpetrator has no or full criminal responsibility due to
post-traumatic stress disorder. Accordingly, using descriptive-analytical research
method, the present article intends to address one of the most important
requirements of Iran's legislative discourse on criminal liability, namely proper laws
within a gender-based model to support abused women who kill their abuser
eventually,What has been done for a long time in the legislative discourse of many
legal systems of the world by predicting the defense of "loss of control" that the
need and effectiveness of this defense, has become increasingly apparent with the
corona pandemic. Therefore, adopting a gender-based approach to essential apart of

Iranian criminal law is essential for balancing the criminal justice system in
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addressing the concerns and demands of violent women who have been victims of

violence

Keywords: Harm, loss of control defense, abused women, Abuser, Post traumatic

stress disorder, Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.
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