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Abstract

Qajar rugs are among the richest treasures of Iranian art. In these carpets, specific
kind of design and new usage was created. Motifs of this group of Qajar carpets not
only were affected by various literary and storied themes, but also reflected religious and
mystical themes. In this way, we can mention carpets of spiritual characters. Weaving
of spiritual characters’ faces on the carpets is regarded as one of the important events of
Qajar art and a movement of illustration on carpets. We can categorize these rugs into
two groups: 1. carpets with image of spiritual characters. 2. Carpets with ritual items of
those characters. In this study 8 samples of this group of rugs have been investigated; 5
samples regarded as the first group and 3 ones as the second. We can mention that the
centrality of the issue in the study of the first group samples is Noor Ali Shah; one of the
famous spiritual characters of Nematollahi order. In the second group, ritual tools are
considered as symbols in order to express religious aims and contents. And also they are
so significant in semantics. Examining the carpet patterns, it can be concluded that beliefs
of society as an important part of society thinking and also of the effects of the west,
have been reflected on the carpets. We can also mention some factors affecting the rise
and formation of pictorial rugs with the theme of spiritual characters that are included to
tend to Sufism, national and religious sentiments, fusing society with religious beliefs,
and the centrality of human subject under the influence of European art, as the findings
of this study. This research is a fundamental one and its research method is descriptive-
analytical and the data collection is based on library documents. The data were analyzed
by qualitative method.

Introduction of this special group of Qajar rugs and identifying the effective factors
on emergence and formation and also introduction of the motifs and symbols related
to Sufism and spiritual characters have been the aims of this study. In this regard, we
can respond to these questions: what are the factors affecting the formation of dervish
carpets? Which symbols and tools are used to explain Sufism contents?

Keywords: pictorial rugs, dervishes, Sufism, Qajar, Noor Ali Shah.
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