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Photograph Reading and Analysis Based on
Analytical Instruments of Semiotic Approach

Alireza mehdizadeh”

Abstract

Although recording of real-world elements has been forged in the nature of photography,
a photograph doesn’t provide a similar and as much as identical reality of the world, and it
has an expressionistic capability besides its representative characteristic as well. Therefore
each photograph can be seen as an indicative text which provides several implications for
the addressees’ interpretation and hermeneutics. So reading and analyzing a photograph
on the basis of analytical instruments of the semiotic approach, and also extending the
studies with regard to the criticism of photographs, are the purposes of this paper. Thus in
this paper, some of the analytical instruments of semiotic approach such as the principle
of substitution and accompaniment, indication of interaction and contrast, meaning of
implicit and explicit, texture with context or intertextuality, have been experimented in
analyzing and reading a photograph. The raised questions are: 1. what is the mechanism
and function of analytical instruments in reading a photograph? 2. What is the significance
of these instruments in analyzing- reading and criticism of a photograph? The research
methodology is descriptive-analytical.

The results indicate that applying the semiotic approach instruments, in addition
to systemic analyzing and reading of photos, various conceptual, visual and aesthetic
manifestations would be revealed and a framework would be provided for aesthetic
and qualitative evaluation. Hence according to the semiotic analytical instruments,
photographs are categorized in three general groups in respect of their importance: 1.
Photographer-oriented, 2. Subject-oriented, 3. Camera-oriented.

Keywords: analysis and reading of photograph, semiotic approach, semiotic analytical
instruments, criticism of photograph
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