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Naser al-Din Shah European Trips’ Impact on Westernization
of Music and Theatrical Play in Naseri Era

Mostafa Lal Shateri* Hadi Vakili™

Abstract

Naser al-Din Shah Qajar traveled to Europe three times during his reign, (1290 A.H /
1872 A.D - 1295 A.H/ 1878 A.D - 1306 A.H / 1888 A.D), and was greatly influenced by
European culture and he felt a kind of culturally lack of self-esteem. The question raised
is regarding the impact of his observations of the west on the art of this period? Being
partly familiar with the aspects of European culture and art, after the return, he ordered
to imitate the west artistic styles especially in the field of music and theatrical play and it
was while his court had different kinds of art in music and theatrical play, but in a short
time, most of the art groups had to imitate western styles for the king’s order or otherwise
be rejected and obliged to perform for common people, and instead a Dar ul-Funun music
band led by monsieur Lemaire and Dar ul-Funun dramatic band led by Mozayyen al-
Dowle performed for the court, however the latter group activity was also associated with
contraction and expansion. The present study aims to investigate the process of Naser al-
Din Shah’s trips to the west and its impact on Persian art, especially in the field of music
and theatrical play, and scrutinizing and analyzing the course of transmission western
art features in the two traditional arts by descriptive-analytical method. The findings
indicate that although innovations were created in the two aforesaid fields of art, many
of the Iranian old styles such as Naqareh-khaneh and court groups of play were forgotten
and on the other hand, western styles in the field of music (using items such as solfege,
harmony and orchestration) and theatre (such as plays, amphitheater and social contents)
were welcomed and considered more than ever, that its reason was greatly in bilateral
westernization of Naser al-Din Shah and many of the artists of this period.

Keywords: Naser al-Din Shah, monsieur Lemaire, Mozayyen al-Dowle, music, theatrical
play, westernization.
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