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Abstract:

Online platforms play an important role in the lives of today’s communities
and have many benefits. However, the special features of these platforms
have exacerbated the possibility of some problems occurring in such
an environment. Users in cyberspace can remain anonymous, SO can
violate the users’ privacy. There is no doubt that in such circumstances,
the violate user has civil liability. But, can online platforms also be held
responsible for creating an environment that facilitates the violation of
users’ rights? The present article tries to study the civil liability of platforms
for violating the privacy of others by their users in three legal systems of
the United States, Europe and Iran, using the documentary method and in
a comparative manner. The findings showed that based both the US and
European legal systems, except in exceptional cases, online platforms
are not liable for privacy breaches by users. Considering the emphasis
on the principle of personal responsibility and the existence of the rule
of direct liability on the premise of community due to loss, In the Iranian
legal system it is not possible to impose liability on online platforms due
to violation of privacy of information by users. However, it seems that
the provisions of the “Draft Law on the Protection of Users’ Rights in
Cyberspace’, which aims to make online platforms responsible and protect
users, and emphasizes the protection of privacy in this space, from this
perspective, it is differ from American and European law systems.
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