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The position and role of women in one thousand and one nights and Kelileh
and Demneh

Fatemeh Amani', Dr. Azar Daneshgar®

Abstract

In literary works, ancient texts and stories, women have had various roles and
characteristics as part of society. Compilation of these works by men and
addressing women and their position from their point of view is one of the most
important features of these texts. The books of One Thousand and One Nights
and also Kelileh va Demneh, as two ancient fictional works that have many
stories in them, are very good narrators to express the position of women and
their position in ancient societies. Women have different characteristics, roles
and positions in the stories of these two works, and there are many negative and
positive characteristics about them. In this article, with a descriptive-analytical
method, the characteristics, position and social role of women in the tales of One
Thousand and One Nights and Kelileh va Demneh have been compared and
expressed. The results of this study show that more and more attention to the
negative characteristics of women in the stories of One Thousand and One
Nights and Kelileh va Demneh shows the view of male writers in a patriarchal
society towards women and their position. In the tales of One Thousand and One
Nights, the betrayal of women in the highest position, that is, the queen and the
king's wife, has been the main and beginning of the stories, but in the stories of
Kelileh and Demneh, this feature has been attributed to women in other classes
of society. Other positive and negative characteristics such as tact, knowledge,
wisdom, courage, cunning and trickery are all items that have been attributed to
women in the stories of both Thousand and One Nights and Kelileh va Demneh.

Keywords: Thousand and One Nights, Kalil wa Dimna, Woman, Social role,
Guile.
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