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Abstract

Music is one of the characteristics of literariness and a factor for literary work which influences the
audience. Music can also be considered as a factor in distinguishing the various literary genres. The
quality of applying the music-making techniques in poetry varies according to the skill, taste, and
creativity of the poet, the content of the literary work, the textual-linguistic context, etc. In the
present study, by comparing the two lyrical stories of Bijan and Manijeh, and the epic of Rostam
and Sohrab from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, we show that the music of poetry in these two narratives
are significantly different. In other words, Ferdowsi uses different methods to create music in these
two stories. This difference does not occur by chance or without reason and logic. To show the
quantitative and qualitative differences in applying music-making techniques, we categorized them
in three main categories of external, internal, and lateral. In this study, we have extracted and
introduced some of Ferdowsi's methods for creating poetic music, which have been less or not
considered in previous research. The results show that the music of poetry in the epic story of
Rostam and Sohrab in comparison with the lyrical story of Bijan and Manijeh has more diversity,
creativity, and consistency because of different reasons.

Introduction

Poetry is an art that cannot be judged only based on words or images. It is a combination of
different factors that if placed properly together can make an immortal masterpiece. Music is a
rrrr ssett ative ff tee llitrrarieess” ff oottr. ddd is nne ff tee fcctrrs whihh 1111 d vvve nn imccct
on the audience. The connection between poetry to music is as firm as the connection between
poetry to imagination and images that many times replaced the imagination in poetry and can
define poetry according to it (Pournamdariyan, 2002, p. 84).

Each word has its own special tone and usage (Amin, 2008, p. 55-57). In other words, the
special cadence and music of each word, by its own or by other words, can play a special role that
other words, vowels, or consonants cannot play in the horizontal axis of language. Perhaps
replacing one word with another synonymous word, but with different phonetic features, can make
poetry away from literariness and reduce its musical value.

Each use of meter, rhyme, rhythm, words, syllables, vowels and consonants, and even silence,
with the help of defamiliarisation can take out the language from its familiar situation and make
harmony and proportion in the music of poetry. The music of language is not limited only to what
is heard, but in addition to sounds, silences and pauses could have important effects in music and
intonation. Sometimes no voice has the effect of an appropriate silence (Yousefi, 1996, p. 260).

Music can be one of the distinguishing factors in differences between literary genres. The
quality of using creative methods of music in poetry is different based on the skill and creativity of
the poet, the content of literary work, text-linguistic context, and so on.

Materials and Methods

In the present study, we investigated the lyrical story of Bijan and Manijeh and the epic of Rostam
and Sohrab and show that the music of poetry in these two narrations has impressive differences.
To show the qualitative and quantitative differences between the preparations that make music in
Shahnameh, we categorized them into three groups of external, internal, and lateral music. Then,
we extracted the methods that Ferdowsi has used for making the music in his poem. Then,
according to the types of music, we extracted and categorized the factors that make differences
between the music of the two poems.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions
The results of the study showed that each type of music in each story can upgrade the literariness
and each one can have a deep impression on the audience according to the content. The results
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show that the music of poetry in the epic story of Rostam and Sohrab is more diverse, creative, and
consistent than the lyrical story of Bijan and Manijeh.

In the field of semantic music, contradiction, which is one of the significant factors that creates
music, was examined. We concluded that this type of music is closely used in connection with the
atmosphere of the story.

The story of Rostam and Sohrab is centered on confrontation and contradiction. It is a father-
son confrontation of the youthful passion and arrogance of old age, the confrontation between Iran
and Turan. However, at the end of this narrative, neither of the two heroes wins. It should be
mentioned that the course of the story more cares about the events that make the young and old
face each other rather than the outcome. This is because the story has the highest number of
contrasts between the words (22%).

The content and the basis of the narration of Bijan and Manijeh are the blackness and darkness
of Bijan well and the wandering of Manijeh over the well. Bijan does not have access to anything
or anyone from inside the well and only from the mouth of the well, he can see nights and days as
well as darkness and light. Because the day and night are more important to a prisoner than
anything else, the poet has used the contrast of day and night. In the story of Bijan and Manijeh, a
total of 41 contradictions are used, 12 of which are night and day contradictions that are the highest
frequency of contradiction in the story.

In sum, the music techniques in the epic story of Rostam and Sohrab are more impressive and
diverse than the lyrical story of Bijan and Manijeh. The former possesses various musical tricks
except for one case, which is the use of words with common letters in the verse. This excellence is
especially evident in tricks that are more creative and require more elegance and artistry.

Keywords: Comparison, Music Techniques of Poetry, Bijan and Manijeh, Rostam and Sohrab, the
Connection between the Music of poetry and Theme
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