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Abstract

Art was regarded as a cryptic item and a hallowed field by members of the traditionalism school. As a result, num-
bers, which are geometrically incorporated in architecture, took on a mystical and metaphysical quality, and forms
expressed a unique significance. The octagons, which are particularly referred to as octagonal plans in this paper,
are no exception to the rule and have only been questioned from a traditionalist standpoint. Traditionalist thinking,
on the other hand, has experienced difficulties in the recent decade, and its authority over the issue of architectural
interpretation has waned. The purpose of this paper is to provide a practical approach (without considering the
mystical view) to the critique of Islamic architecture that is different from the traditionalist view. It aims to answer
the question of whether the use of an octagonal plan in Seljuk tombs is unique to this period. The data for this study
was gathered using library resources and an inferential technique, and it is presented in a descriptive-analytical
manner. Bricklaying, an architectural art, thrived throughout the Seljuk period as a result of experiences and skills
development, and bricklayers wanted to give their capacity to decorate as a result of the need to create diverse and
endless decorations with limited space. As a result, they presented decorations using segmentation and framing,
eventually abandoning the notion of symmetry as a limiting subject for exhibiting more decorations. A plan with
additional sides, such as an octagon, took priority over a quadrilateral plan in this decorative style. As a result, the
idea of the octagonal plan’s proliferation in Seljuk tombs, based on the widespread usage of brick motifs, is more
plausible than the theory of the octagonal plan’s transcendental character (according to traditionalists).

Key words: Brickwork, tombs, Seljuk, traditionalism, architecture.
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