
Contemporary Wisdom, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol.12, No.1, Spring and Summer 2021, 59-80 

A Consideration of the Mode of the Perfect Man’s Existential 

Manipulation against Evils, 

with a focus on Ibn ‘Arabī’s Thought 

Mohammad Javad Pashaei
*
 

Abstract 

Introduction 

The natural world which inevitably involves evils has always preoccupied human beings 

with plans to overcome the evils. Some of these fears should be traced to how religion is 

deployed and divine saints are appealed to in contrast to evils and diseases. In the Islamic 

culture, the belief in the guardianship (wilāya) of, and the recourse to, the perfect man (al-

insān al-kāmil) are deemed as the great elixir that not only secures the human serenity but 

also saves him from troubles. The belief, which is nicely derivable from Islamic texts, has 

occasionally led to general misconceptions of this major doctrine. Thus, it is conceived as if 

the person who makes recourse to the perfect man should attain all one’s wants in the face 

of the evil. On this popular view, the perfect man is permitted to manipulate the existence 

in any way whatsoever, and any person can overcome the nature evils of the universe and 

attain all one’s wants by recourse to the perfect man. A scrutiny of religious texts, however, 

can reveal that this is a misplaced expectation, and despite the supreme position of the 

perfect man in the order of Being, he is limited in his existential manipulations. How one 

might, from a mystical perspective, overcome spiritual and physical damages arising from 

evils by recourse to the perfect man is the question with which I am concerned in this 

paper. I conclude that, according to Ibn ‘Arabī’s views, the perfect man’s interventions in 

the natural world are limited, and as long as he is not permitted by God, he cannot make 

any modifications in the nature, nor is he expected to do any extraordinary act. Even on 
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assumption of manipulation, he makes minimal manipulations in order to express the 

religion. 

Method of Research 

The method of research here is analytic descriptive. 

Discussion and Results 

The perfect man is a human being who has accomplished all four mystical journeys. It is 

primarily applied to Prophet Muhammad and then loosely applied to the rest of the 

Fourteen Infallibles. With various phrases in Ibn ‘Arabī’s work, Prophet Muhammad might 

also be referred to as the most perfect man or perfect perfect-making (mukammil) man, as 

well as perfect man as the latter broadly construed includes a perfect perfect-making man 

as well. 

What might be derived from the words of Islamic mystics, particularly Ibn ‘Arabī, is 

that the perfect man is inclusive by virtue of his manifestation of God’s greatest name (al-

isma al-a‘ẓam), being expressive of all degrees from the divine throne to the earth. 

Moreover, as a general principle, the mystic’s knowledge of God and degradation of his 

own self, prevents him from manipulating the world. Furthermore, if a mystic makes a 

manipulation with God’s permission, it will just be in terms of perfection and training. 

Conclusion 

A scrutiny of the perfect man’s manipulations of the world, and their extent, provides us 

with a rationality that reinforces our piety, instead of undermining our religious 

commitments. For in this light the believer sees oneself between a fear and a hope, and as a 

consequence, neither is he disappointed of achieving his goals by means of recourse to the 

perfect man, nor is he fully assured by such means. I believe that ill consequences of such 

realism is by far negligible with respect to general misconceptions of the place of the 

perfect man and the extent of his existential manipulations, remarkably reducing disbeliefs 

as a result of disappointments in a religious community. 

Keywords: Evil, perfect man, Ibn ‘Arabī, existential manipulation, recourse (tawassul), 

efforts. 
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 _* 	�!�� � (-
 �* ��
 �� ���	� 	�� 	� ��;#�*   �-�,�


�H� "� � 	�� 	� �� �	�,� ��� �� O� � �) �  "8�* � �� 	� (1 	�� 	� �����* �� �� -d, �*   	��
� 9���� ��* ��	� )��) .�;#��" 1413r �2 :615
	# �� (* H�6  04-�3� c	�  �"FE5� c	-#*   �����

� �	�� "#* �  � 	'�	�,� �	&
� "�Ah� ����)  ���� ���  � 6��� ��$  �0>)�('   (nh�35� ��*  ������. 
)0#�;*� 1407r �1 :393 �394;R�� (�) ����<	 D-3���*    � )�� ����� �d3� �� "# ��� ����

��� P��� � 6���$  ��	D=) :���� $5w�1404 �95 -1030# _�;*�  :�	��394 �;-D! . (*    "�# $�,�
    �� �<	���5��A	�G� c	�-# n�� ���� ��21    ���7 <	
���G7 o����� "�� c	����;*   n���G%� �	��	��

0>�(' �nh35 	� ���	8 ��-3� n	?� �� 	'*  :�	�� ��	D= ).$,� ��� ��	��56 -114(  
2 .»      
�*� &�'(���� _`�� 6�7 <V�Y 6" � $�a3� $"�-�� 
*� �b�*�� �%!� ( � �%]a �c�Q��� P�7 \B� 6" <�B

&b���a3� P� \�-� <��-�� P� ��*� <
d2 � P�Q7 ��Y eG�f �	 6"=" �b"�� 6!`� �g7 �" � $"�-��.«  
 



76   ����� 	
��
  ������� � ���� 
��� ���
� 
������� ���1400  

 

3 .» h�� ��7� �  $��a	 � i h̀�� $"�-�� 
*� ��>Y�� 6" &Qj�W�� ^%hW�� &'(�" ��� �� 6" $"�-�� ��>Y�� &'(�"
g��" 
� � �W" - �h�5 � ���7 �h��� P�f -«  

4 .     6�" ��� ����� ��*�! 
���� ,�( P�)" �hY	 $C	 6" 
_��l ��2 �W� � 2����� 
� $"�-�� ��>Y:� ��a��hY�
.m�%f � �c��5	 0��C � �(�? S�G  

5.       
�� ���a ���� �� �
�-! D
�)����'� g>)�� ��� �� � ��� �� n�� ��>Y:�� g>)�� 6" n����a ��� �� 
*�
   ���T� H
�>��� �>)��a �(gC� ��>Y:� ��2 _gG� ��� �� E� m��Y �?+ � ��� ��>Y:� � ��'-�� ��>Y:�

 �>C E� o
%W" ��>Y:� � n����� g>)�� <��a $p" ��>Y:�� ��� �� <��a � n��   2
��Q��� 
�*� ��� ��
��� �� 6"  

6 . :^���: <�B �`*� � .r�%!�]( �+ �!g! 6�� ,2s �/��� 0�C ���»IH@g@�K� 8AOQM�Md ��R� @g8)J>M( O�M	 @�@ MW@" �"« � v
���� �g! ��� � 
���� ��
f � ��� �� ��
f :6�(�
��� 6�� � �C 6�7 �+ 
� �"  

7 .�
���� K6@7 �MY
8�UVY�� 
 ��� ��]'�� Mw
;�8G �W7 �!�   *��� ����5�� ��/YK�M� .x��W�� M6R" gG� �MWK� 8x�MQ8! M.M� ... ��� 
�]'�� K$Ra�@�@*O�M� ER� �72
���!� Y����� ;&@�R�M-O�M� @��� ������ 2�>C�� ER� �Qj�W����...  

8 .»'y�� �Q�d $f	 P�+ R_K��Y � &!2
' �� ,�Q�� �QQ��� gG�
�� �C
�� :6�*C
� ��? �E �«  
9 .    �
�-! �	 �+ ������� 9O��( ���d� �z�;d �+ � 
0W�"� @0RW" �+ � :@�/��( ,V)� ������� ���+ @ERG�;	 ���

�� ��� {B�Y  
10 .E| ��� g' �� ^��� 
1� �Y+ �W�B �+ �������� .4�]! �" �-�" E� $ %! ������ 
� � 
4  
11 . ������ r�[!	 �������� 
6�� ��� P�7 �"3�� ��a ���   �"3��� ���a �+ � .}Q� &�~ 
� � 
g' �� g! P�7

�%��X�� 
*� .AF| ��� 
*� 
AF| ���� �/��( :������ <
Qa 
<��C:� P�7  
12 .   � 
����7 &Q%�]�� � ��� �/������ $��-�� 
E*�:� �"3�� �Z��( ��Y+ 
4����3� � 4��'Y3� 6" ���( 6@"

9.�:� ��
f ��
��� AY�a �+  
13 .���� �*�! �,�*�:� � ��z>��� ��? �R�O�8! 6" �*W" � 
r�g>G � �b
;�7 � r���� �� �!g  
14 .67 �7 �c�@�~ 67 g��" E�M	��* "� <�B :<�B ,.>���� W"
����6 �7�� 2
' �� �MWK� �����)�( M� :,.>��!�   ���

...��F| �@" �
�
B  
15 .M<�MB �f �� <
5�E �7 ����  ��>"  O6R" �@" :��� �!
7g � 4�7g� ���^ yB R��R�� ��     /�K+ ���� M� @� ���RG@�

gG� �� _�y7�H   ��I"K+ @� �W" 6>G�� _�d�� ER� �� M�RdIg@! O�M	 �I"K+ @� ���C�� E� M$z)@ 8! O�M	 �I"K+ �.� <��d
 ��!��� @" $p" 4
>�� M6R" �W7� .�'�j  

  
>�:� +���  

(��# ���K  



#��$ ���%� &'()�� *�+�,� &-%)-. &���� 
���� /+� ��01$�� �� ) ...&(���4 ��)50
6�(   77 

�0> )� ��E� �"���	� )��  �DH$I�
 ��J<9K L���EG7 � ���	D1 �&#� �0>   :(�K    ��h�,� <��	��-�� ��-
�
"� "-3��� (K "��0> � �B )�,��� "%�	�  �1413 M   

 �...��&> )� )�3B �	;�, )���1���
 M$<��
 N�. O� ��+HP�'�
 � �
*�.K
_"1h&5���� �(K �1383 .J  
...��&> )� )�3B �	;�, )��� �(��H+�
) F�I��
    *��>�� �� ���� "�	d�	-# <��	�-�� �(K ��A�  ��%, ��EG7

�*DF�1404.M  
 �)��5� *�E� �*��> )��  ;P� �Q9�R) )S(�� L(
 �H�I)(T
0��
� c	�� �D:G� ���, :@4E��   �	��B� ���

���%5� e��-5��  <�����  1422 M   
)��5� *�E� �*��> )�� �#H	��
 ��
�'I�
 ���	= ��� �<���� �4 .	7 *� ���0�  
)��5� *�E� �*��> )�� � /	<�
 U�!��  ���	K� ����%5� I-�5� �	�B� ���  �1946 n  

� )������� ,���* �V�<�
 ��K"L9� E74�@ 3B�) � 	7�� ��	���� &-��5� "
	4j	7 *� �"�;��5� "  
��� �	��� ��	� " � /��9L� �5��	'� "���7�) �	���
�* ���'7� �	8���� ��� �#���* 1362  

	� ��,�-��6� � �����8� " "�$'�
 �  $�9��� K��� ��B� "���7� * ������(  �	:0�,�*  ����'7�   ��� ����� 
1379J  

-�h��;	8� �5��)�  
;W&�+: ��X   �3. D�Y3�� � L	���   I3��� �Q3> *"��   ������ "����7�(  �	:0�,*  �
�B�� K��� �`��= ���'7 �*1374 .J  "ED=199  

 �)�B�5��&> �*�	�������
 D�.
 �c	-# �	-,�� :(K �����! n�4� �	8-,� ��	� @�4E7 �1383J  
)�B�5��&> �*�	� � �U�3!I�

 Z$� N�. �� U�!��
 ;$�      <�� � �����'7 �u��-�2 n	��0�� "���4�

 �*8;��
 <	4�4E7 � <	%5	:� "3,�� �*5	> J ��� � f;��
1370J  
    �)�3B )�� ���E� �*0�	> �B ��3P[
  �
;3+�
  U�3!���(  � �
B3C���
 ��� ��<��   ��0>w� ��3,��* 

 �<	>�&:�051425M  
 � a,�� )� )3B �*0B  "�$'�K
;39�C) N�3. �� "
���
 \�>     )�3B )�3B ��E�G7 ����   �*�0��

�(�K �*�h,w� ��;5� "3,���  *�  .	7   
 ��� ��� �*��;��
N�33. S33�� ��33$H��) »/33	<�
 U�33!� «� »_33�`
 N�P33!�«�  ��E��G7 "���

)3B  :nh,� ���,	� �(K ��	���B�1410M  
 ��	D= )�3B )� ��E� �    /+H3�� a
 Sb�3� ;3c�<� ,d  V�J� �� ��:*;�
 �V�!(  :��E�G7 �   )�3E�

"2�#  ��1	� :(K�&-�� *DF;5� *�>��5� �� ��� �1404 M   
 � )�3B ��E� ��, �*�	&�	&�&d�$�
 �H�I) �� &
BH��
      �(F;��  	�2 �)��,��� "�%�	� <��	��-�� �(K �

1417.M  
 � �G���� �*���	
 (��3$H��'�
 e�'>) #HI��I�
 ,���K
      �<����� �)��,	� .� ��D%�  � @��4E7 � "���4� �
 �6�	;�5����1413.M  

 ����B )� ��E� ���	;
_�K
 N�P!� �*5�� <��	�-�� ����'7 ������
 ��E� ��EG7 �1374J  



78   ����� 	
��
  ������� � ���� 
��� ���
� 
������� ���1400  

 �*�	8���� ��� �#�� ����'7 �*�	�-�� .h� ��, ��EG7 �|�G;5� "5	,� �)��5���= �����K1362J  
 ������ ���G�K/	<�
 U�!� N�. ��, ��EG7 �    �����'7 �*�	�-��� )���5� .h�� *��0> �  *�8;��
  �

1375.J  
��-30�	#� ���
�u� *�)9f DI����  r1� , "���7�� .h� �5��)  ��&-F���  ����'7�   ��0> � J���,*  �

8;��
�* 1368J 

 �c�4%� )� ��E� �*;�0#���	�
 ��E�G7 �      ������
� ���E� � ��	�D1 ��&#� ��0> : ����'7  I�-�5� ��� :
���h,¡�� 1407 M   

   ��K	�� ���E� �*30F� *
��`
*�3<(   ��	�44E�  � *�%�� ��E�G7 �  <�����   *���%5� e���-5� �	��B� ��� �  �
 	2  �n��1403.M  

 ��K	� ��E� ��	���������P$�
 �6�! u� �	8���� *�h,� <	%5	:� "3,�� ����'7 �1356 J  
   �*47���E� )�� )�3B �����     V�3���
 gP�'3�� �  V�31��
 h*;'3���     �(o)$��&5� .� "�3,�� :(�K

	�Bw��  �e��-5� 1368J  
� ���� ��, ��	;� ����� ���P� � ,��
 &���� X�i�    <��	��-�� �(�K �*�5��� �	�:> ��, J�	8� �  "�3,�� 

*� ��� *���t� � n	�� *;��
 )��( �n��  	2 �1389.J  
  

James, William, A pluralistic universe, Lincoln & London: university of Nebraska press,1996 
Kung, Hans, On being a Christian, trans. By Edward quin, London: collins,1977 
Mackie. j.l. Evil and omnipotence in: urban & Walton(eds), the power of god, newYork: 

oxford university press, 1987 
The Qur’an 

Ibn Bābwayh, Muḥammad ibn ‘Alī. 1992. Man Lā Yaḥḍuruh al-Faqīh (He to Whom no Jurist is 

Present). Edited by ‘Alī Akbar Ghaffārī. Qom: Daftar Intishārāt Islāmī, affiliated with 

Jāmi‘a Mudarrisīn Ḥawza ‘Ilmiyya Qom. [In Arabic] 

Ibn Sīna, Ḥusayn ibn ‘Abd Allāh. 2004. Al-Ishārāt wa-l-Tanbīhāt ma‘ Sharḥ al-Muḥaqqiq al-

Ṭūsī (Remarks and Admonitions, with the Commentary by Muḥaqqiq Ṭūsī). Qom: Nashr al-

Balāgha. [In Arabic] 

Ibn Sīna, Ḥusayn ibn ‘Abd Allāh. 1983. Al-Shifā, al-Ilāhiyyāt (The Healing, Theology). Edited 

by Sa‘īd Zā’id. Qom: Publications of the Library of Ayatollah Mar‘ashī Najafī. [In Arabic] 

Ibn ‘Arabī, Muḥyi-l-Dīn. 2001. Tafsīr Ibn ‘Arabī, Ta’wīlāt ‘Abd al-Razzāq (Ibn ‘Arabī’s 

Exegesis, ‘Abd al-Razzāq’s Interpretations). Edited by Samīr Muṣṭafā Rubāb. Beirut: Dār 

Iḥyā’ al-Turāth al-‘Arabī. [In Arabic] 

Ibn ‘Arabī, Muḥyi-l-Dīn. N.d. Al-Futūḥāt al-Makkiyya (The Meccan Openings). Volumes 1-4. 

Beirut: Dār Ṣādir. [In Arabic] 

Ibn ‘Arabī, Muḥyi-l-Dīn. 1946. Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam (The Bezels of Wisdoms). Cairo: Dār Iḥyā’ al-

Kutub al-‘Arabiyya. [In Arabic] 



#��$ ���%� &'()�� *�+�,� &-%)-. &���� 
���� /+� ��01$�� �� ) ...&(���4 ��)50
6�(   79 

Ibn Maymūn, Mūsā. N.d. Dilālat al-Ḥā’irīn (The Guide of the Perplexed). Edited by Ḥusayn A. 

Tāy. Ankara: Maktabat al-Thaqāfat al-Dīniyya. [In Arabic] 

Barbour, Ian. 1983. Religion and Science. Translated by Bahā al-Dīn Khurramshāhī. Tehran: 

Markaz Nashr Dānishgāhī. [In Persian] 

Peterson, Michael et al. 2000. Reason and Religious Belief. Translated by Aḥmad Narāqī and 

Ibrāhīm Sulṭānī. Tehran: Ṭarḥ Now. [In Persian] 

Plantinga, Alvin. 2005. God, Possible Worlds, and the Problem of Evil. Translated by Ibrāhīm 

Sulṭānī and Aḥmad Narāqī. Tehran: Ṣirāṭ. [in Persian] 

Jāmī, ‘Abd al-Raḥmān. 2004. Ashi‘‘at al-Lumu‘āt (The Rays of Lights). Edited by Hādī Rastgār 

Muqaddam Gawharī. Qom: Būstān Kitāb. [In Persian] 

Jāmī, ‘Abd al-Raḥmān. 1991. Naqd al-Nuṣūṣ fī Sharḥ Naqsh al-Fuṣūṣ (Critique of the Texts in 

the Exposition of the Impression of the Bezels). Prefaced by William Chittick. Tehran: 

Ministry of Culture and Higher Education, Institute for Cultural Studies and Research. [In 

Persian and Arabic] 

Ḥurr al-‘Āmilī, Muḥammad ibn Ḥasan. 2004. Ithbāt al-Hudāt bi-l-Nuṣūṣ wa-l-Mu‘jizāt (Proof of 

the Guides by Texts and Miracles). Beirut: Mu’assisat al-A‘lamī li-l-Maṭbū‘āt. [In Arabic] 

Ḥillī, Ḥasan ibn Yūsuf. N.d. Kashf al-Murād fī Sharḥ Tajrīd al-I‘tiqād (Discovery of the 

Meaning in the Exposition of the Purification of the Belief). Edited by Ḥasan Ḥasanzāda 

Āmulī. Qom: Mu’assisa al-Nashr al-Islāmī. [In Arabic] 

Khomeini, Rouhollah. 1989. Ta‘līqāt ‘alā Sharḥ Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam wa Miṣbāḥ al-Uns 

(Commentaries on the Exposition of the Bezels of Wisdoms and the Light of 

Companionship). Edited by Ḥasan Raḥimiyān. Qom: Pāsdār Islām. [In Arabic] 

Ṣaffār, Muḥammad ibn Ḥasan. 1983. Baṣā’ir al-Darajāt fī Faḍā’il Āl Muḥammad Ṣalla Allāh 

‘Alayhim (Insights of the Degrees in the Virtues of the House of Muhammad Peace be Upon 

them). Edited by Muḥsin Kūchabāghī. Qom: Library of Ayatollah Mar‘ashīr Najafī. [In 

Arabic] 

Ṭabāṭabā’ī, Sayyid Muḥammad Ḥusayn. 1996. Al-Mīzān fī Tafsīr al-Qur’ān (The Scale in the 

Exegesis of the Qur’an). Fifth edition. Qom: Publications of Jāmi‘a Mudarrisīn. [In Arabic] 

Fārābī, Abū Naṣr. 1992. Al-A‘māl al-Falsafiyya (Kitāb al-Ta‘līqāt) (Philosophical Works (The 

Book of Commentaries). Edited by Ja‘far Āl Yāsīn. Beirut: Dār al-Manāhil. [In Arabic] 

Fanārī, Muḥammad ibn Ḥamza. 1995. Miṣbāḥ al-Uns (The Light of Companionship). Edited by 

Muḥammad Khājuwī. Tehran: Mawlā Publications. [In Arabic] 

Qūnawī, Ṣadr al-Dīn. 1983. Risālat al-Nuṣūṣ (The Essay of the Texts). Edited by Sayyid Jalāl 

Āshtiyānī. Tehran: Markaz Nashr Dānishgāhī. [In Arabic] 

Qayṣarī, Dāwūd. 1996. Sharḥ Fuṣūṣ al-Ḥikam (Exposition of the Bezels of Wisdoms). Edited by 

Sayyid Jalāl al-Dīn Āshtiyānī. Tehran: ‘Ilmī wa Fargangī Publications. [In Arabic] 

Copleston, Feredrick. 1989. History of Philosophy. Vol. 1. Translated by Sayyid Jalāl al-Dīn 

Mujtabawī. Tehran: Surūsh and ‘Ilmī wa Farhangī. [In Persian] 

Kulaynī, Muḥammad ibn Ya‘qūb. 1986. Al-Kāfī (The Sufficient). Edited by ‘Alī Akbar Ghaffārī 

and Muḥammad Ākhūndī. Tehran: Dār al-Kutub al-Islāmiyya. [In Arabic] 



80   ����� 	
��
  ������� � ���� 
��� ���
� 
������� ���1400  

Majlisī, Muḥammad Bāqir. 1983. Biḥār al-Anwār (Seas of the Lights). Second edition. Beirut: 

Dār Iḥyā’ al-Turāth al-‘Arabī. [In Arabic] 

Mīr Dāmād, Muḥammad Bāqir. 1977. Al-Qabasāt (The Illuminations). Tehran: Institute for 

Islamic Studies, University of McGill. [In Arabic] 

Nūrī, Ḥusayn ibn Muḥammad Taqī. 1989. Mustadrak al-Wasā’il wa Mustanbaṭ al-Masā’il (The 

Supplement of the Means and the Source of Inference of Problems). Qom: Mu’assisa Āl al-

Bayt li-Iḥyā’ al-Turāth. [In Arabic] 

Yazdānpanāh, Sayyid Yadullāh. 2010. Mabānī wa Uṣūl ‘Irfān Naẓarī (Principles and 

Foundations of Theoretical Mysticism). Edited by Sayyid ‘Aṭā’ Anzalī. Second edition. 

Qom: Publications of Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute. [In Persian] 

James, William, A pluralistic universe, Lincoln & London: university of Nebraska press,1996. 

[In English] 

Kung, Hans, On being a Christian, trans. By Edward quin, London: collins,1977. [In English] 

Mackie. j.l. Evil and omnipotence in: urban & Walton (ed.), the power of god, New York: 

Oxford university press, 1987. [In English] 


