ISSN: 1973-2873; Philosophical Thought. 2021;1(1):47-59.

Could it be that the Burden of Proof is not on Theist?

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article Type
Original Research

Authors

Ghadiri H.*

Department of Philosophy and
Logic, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat
Modares University, Tehran, Iran
Vahabi S.K.

Department of Islamic Jurispru-
dence and Principles of Islamic Law,
Faculty of Theology and Islamic
Studies, University of Tehran Teh-
ran, [ran

How to cite this article
Ghadiri H, Vahabi S.K. Could it be
that the Burden of Proof is not on

Theist?. Philosophical
2021;1(1):47-59.

Thought.

*Correspondence

Address: No. 4, Maharat Dead End,
Engelab Street, Tehran, Iran.

Phone: +98 (21) 66417022

Fax: -
hamed.ghadiri@modares.ac.ir

Article History

Received: June 02, 2020
Accepted: June 21,2020
ePublished: January 19,2021

In his classic paper on the philosophy of religion entitled ‘The Presumption of Atheism,
Antony Flew, relying on a traditional legal rule, extracts a methodological rule according to
which the burden of proof in the problem of God’s existence is non-restrictedly on the Theist.
Here we argue that from another legal rule in Islamic jurisprudence, we can extract another
methodological rule that, in contrast to Flew’s rule, is context-dependent; so, applying this new
rule, we can imagine that in some situations, the burden of proof would be on atheist. Since
there are some historical evidence for the relationship or even identification of that traditional
rule and this Islamic rule, it could be concluded that Flew’s rules, too, should be context-
dependence. Hence, his non-restricted claim about the burden of proof in the problem of God’s
existence will be rejected.
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