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Its Nature and Implications for the Unreality of Time
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Abstract

Investigations about time have been central to metaphysical
inquiries. J.M.E McTaggart, the English philosopher of the early
20th century, argued for the unreality of time. He constructed
two conceptual frameworks: A-series — “past”, “present” and
“future” being its main concepts — and B-series — “earlier”,
“simultaneous” and “later” being its main concepts — and
asserted that time being real requires events to form an A-series.
McTaggart, then, argued that a vicious circle or regress is
inherent in the A-series. McTaggart’s paradox is the
contradiction appearing in each step of the regress. As
McTaggart’s paradox has been the subject of different
(mis)interpretations, this article presents a new exposition of its
structure by employing formal tools of modern temporal logic.
The assumption that the series A is real, leads to a contradiction
between different temporal descriptions of a single event. Tense
operators are applied to demonstrate how a vicious infinite
regress would entail the A-series. McTaggart’s paradox has
invoked much controversy and a relevant worthwhile
categorization is the second main contribution of this article.
Some of those believing in the reality of time has denied the
paradox’s alleged regress. Others among them have declared the
paradox genuine, though resorted to the B-series for the reality
of time. Meanwhile, some others have accepted McTaggart’s
argument in its totality, with the conclusion of the unreality of
time. Each camp is led by major philosophers, and their heated
discussions on McTaggart’s paradox are still continuing.
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