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Abstract

The Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia are major powers in
the Persian Gulf region, each seeking to pursue its own interests in
the region. Any action taken by Saudi Arabia in recent years,
especially the Syrian crisis, the Yemen crisis, and the Bahrain crisis
has led to the reaction of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Islamic
Republic of Iran sees these actions as a threat to its regional and
national security, so the question is, what is the difference between
the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Saudi Arabia
in the Middle East, especially regarding the crisis in Syria, Yemen
and Bahrain? The hypothesis of this article is that Saudi Arabia's
foreign policy is based on offensive realism while the Islamic
Republic's foreign policy is based on defensive realism.
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