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The Images of Homeland in the Poetry of Mehdi Akhavan-Sales and Abd
al-Wahhab Al-Bayati: A Geocritical Approach

Baharak Valineya!

Abstract

This paper investigates the ways in which poetry is connected to a place, or in a
more unequivocal way, to the space. More specifically, the homeland image in the
patriotic poems of Mehdi Akhavan-Sales and Abd al-Wahhab Al-Bayati are analyzed
from the perspective of geocriticism. The analysis shows that first, in the poems of
Akhavan-Sales and Al-Bayati, the homeland is a space which essentially acquires
cultural and anthropomorphic representations; it is not merely a passive scene and
a piece of land or a fragment of natural geography with mountains, seas and plains,
but a living being, a place with human characteristics. Second, their view towards
the homeland is sometimes romantic and at times when the poet is quite passionate
about his homeland—and whatever belongs to it— he cannot tell apart the homeland
from his beloved or his child. This view also appears when he recognizes his sad and
forlorn homeland as “the leafless garden” or “grave land” or “stone land city” with a
deep sadness. Third, what we find as the homeland in Akhavan-Sales’s and Al-Baya-
ti’s Poetry is an image, the homeland’s image. Finally, the form and the variation of
this image is not identical in their poetry; the homeland image in Al-Bayati’s poetry
is a broad and fluid phenomenon, while in Akhavan-Sales’s poetry, it is not as broad
and when he talks about the homeland, he only refers to Iran.

Keywords: Contemporary Persian poetry, Contemporary Arabic poetry, Interdisci-
plinary approach, Akhavan-Sales, Al-Bayati, Geocriticism.
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